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^ NOTICE. 
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The American Publishers need say nothing in rec- 
ommendation of the execution or authenticity of this 
biography, as its author enjoyed the bosom confidence 
of the deceased, and was by him furnished, in part, 
with the materials for the work. The English trs^ns- 
lation may be received with impUcit confidence, having 
been prepared under the biographer's supervision. 

The work appears simultaneously here, in Paris, and 
in Lfondon ; and although its price has been enhanced 
by the expense of having the translation and engra- 
vings executed in France, in addition to a liberal copy- 
right, the Publishers can but anticipate for it a fiivour- 
able reception — espteially as it is the only Ufe we shall 
have for a long period, at least with the permission of 
the &mily of the deceased. 

The wonderfiil degree of popularity LafayettQ xmi- 

r 

fonnly enjoyed ; the imspotted purity of character, and 
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entire disinterestedness of motive he ever exhibited 
in the conspicuous stations he occupied through the 
vicissitudes of two ages, and upon the theatres of two 
worlds, conspire to render his history most extraor- 
dinary and attractive. 

But by Americans is his memory especially cher- 
ished : and it is to be ardently hoped that the simul- 
taneous publication in the land of his birth, and that 
of his adoption, of the i' Recollections" of their com- 
mon Son, may contribute something to allay that bit- 
terness of feeling which now threatens a divorce : and 
that the associations which his history has indisRsolubly 
intwined around the hearts of his fellow-citizens, may 
revive those friendly sympathies which he so happily 
sustained while living, and of which << being dead, he 
yet speaketh." 

LEAVITT. LORD. & Co. 

Publishers and BookseUers, 180 Broadway. 
New Yorkj December, 1835. 



TO THE READER. 

A FEW day^ after the death of General Lafiiyette, I 
received the following letter from an American, Mr. I. 
Townsend, of Albany : — 

"Paris, May 28th, 1834. 

« Sir, — ^It has been your lot to fulfil one of the holiest 
of duties, in the e3res of ^le Americans. The friendship 
of a great man, and his well-merited confideneein your 
talents and your inteUigeuee, have proeared you the 
sad distinction of heing jH^eMit at the death-bed of ooe 
whom we so lately were prOud to name the first of our 
fellow-citizens, and have enabled you to alleviate, by 
«very means which art can suggest to affection, the suf* 
ferings which La&yette must have endured from a &tal 
malady. You have been permitted to sooth the last 
moments of our General, to listen to his last accents, to 
receive his last sigh ! Now that the mournful stupor 
into which his death has plunged all who can lament 
departed virtue, and appreciate the extent of such a 
calamity to the world at large, is beginning to yield to 
a sorrow more accessible to consolation, a strange, who 
has no other claim upon your attention than fiiat of be- 
iog a native of a country in which your illustrious 
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friend was idolized, implores you, sir, to recofd for him 
and for his fellow-citizens, the last scene of that glorious 
existence of which you have been a witness, and which 
possesses in their eyes a degree of interest so intense ! 

"I need not assure you, that the motive of my request 
is no idle or vulgar curiosity ; you will do me the justice 
to ascribe it to a feeling worthy of the ties that bound 
us to our virtuous fellow-citizen and benefactor. When 
the decree of Providence deprives a &imily of a beloved 
&ther, after the first moments of stupor and affliction, 
filial piety may well seek to know all the circumstance 
which preceded the fatal event, — ^may well linger on 
them with a feeling of mournful affection, thus yielding 
to an illusion which blunts the sense of sorrow, and 
resuscitates for a moment the cherished object of its 
worship. 

'^ This consolation, sir, you will not deny us ; we ask 
it on behalf of ourselves and of our brethren — ^in the 
name of an entire country, which even at this moment 
is proud to call Lafayette the last of her &thers — for at 
this moment that country knows not the loss which she 
has sustained, and which will too soon spread desola- 
tion and mourning among her children. That nation, 
our friends, our relatives, all who favour us with their 
indulgence, or honour us with their confidence, will 
turn to us in their affliction, and inquire from us the 
details of their misfortune. They will say to us — < Our 
aged and noble friend breathed his last anibng you ; 
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yoa know all ; leave as not in ignorance whether na- 
ture spared him the sufferings from which his life mer- 
ited exemption — ^whether his pure and beneficent spirit 
departed without anguish, to join that of the fi*iend and 
&ther of his youth — whether he preserved to the last 
that pure and lofty intelligence, which was long our 
guide and our idol ! Above all, inform us, if while sul^ 
fering the painful transition from life to inmiortality, his 
confidence in our fidelity, and our attachment, was mi- 
shaken? Was he allowed at his last solemn hour to 
cast a parting look upon the great family of America — 
to bestow on us a last benediction and farewell? — on us 
who loved him so much — on us, whom the recollection 
of his virtues, and the hope of his approbation, so often 
intoxicated with enthusiasm^— on us, who are now re- 
duced to the sad necessity of paying a fruitless tribute 
to his memory V You, sir, can enable us to reply to 
our countrymen, and you will not, I trust, compel us to 
turn a deaf ear to their legitimate appeal. 

^ I feel, sir, that I have already trespassed too long 
upon your attention; but you will doubtless pardon me, 
when you reflect how difficult it must be for one of my 
nature to avoid enlarging upon such a subject I con- 
clude, then, by repeating my entreaty that you will be 
kind enough to employ such leisure moments as you 
can spare firom your important occupations, in collecting 
your reminiscences, which must be still firesh, on the 
private life and last moments of our La&yette ; and that 
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you will permit me to transmit them to my family, and 
to the governor of my state, to whom I shall be happy 
to offer so striking a proof of my friendship. 

" Accept, sir, the assurance of the high respect which, 
in common with other foreigners, I entertain for your 
abiUties, and the expression of the deep and lasting 
gratitude that, as an American, I feel for your attention 
to our great citizen during that fatal malady which has 
torn him from the admiration and the affecticm both of 
America and France. 

'^Isaiah Townsend." 

I should have found some difficulty in refusing to ac- 
cede to the just and affecting demand of one who could 
so well appreciate Lafayette's virtues, and who thus ad- 
dressed me in the name of his fellow-citizens. It was 
my first intention to write to him but one letter ; but as 
I reflected on my answer, such a superabundsmce of 
ideas presented themselves to my mind, that I was really 
at a loss tx> make a selection of my materials. As the 
vacation of the faculty was approaching, I resolved to 
profit by the leisure moments that would thus be lefl to 
me, to compose a series of letters, which I addressed in 
succession to Mr. Townsend. In compliance with his 
xequest, I authorized him to communicate them to his 
eoimtrymen. He had the patience to translate them; 
and his version, which is more correct than the original, 
was published in one of the New York joumalsi the 
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Evening Star. The letters found their way back to 
France, after receiving, as it were, the rite of baptism in 
America, the country of Lafeyette's adoption. Several 
persons who read them in Paris spoke to me about them, 
and Messrs. Galignani proposed to me to publish them, 
under the impression that they would prove interesting 
to our countrymen. I have only to hope that the idea- 
may be correct. 

I knew not exactly what resolution to adopt : I felt 
but little disposed to publish letters which had been so 
hastily written, and which, when committed to paper, I 
had scarcely had time to read. Most of them had been 
composed at night, after the fatigues of the day, and I 
really doubted if they were worthy the honour of ap» 
pearing in print. In this state of uncertainty, I con* 
suited some of my friends, on whose judgment and ad- 
vice I could rely upon such an occasion. Some of them 
urged me to publish without delay, as in their opinion 
my materials ought not to be lost to the historian,, and 
above all, to the individuals who had been acquainted 
with Lafayette. Others, who were not of that opinion, 
observed to me, that I was about to undertake a task 
out of my own line ; that I was more accustomed to 
handle the lancet than the pen, and that the public, who 
are sometimes difficult, might feel no relish even for 
good materials if not appropriately arranged. I was 
thus again reduced to a state of perplexity and hesita* 
ticm. I could entertain no doubt of the interest felt by 
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my friends in my welfkre, or of the sincerity with which 
they had given their opinions, and yet they were fitr 
fix>m being unanimous on the subject under considera- 
tion. What was to be done ? My letters were finished ; 
they had been favourably received by the Americans; 
they might be copied from their journals, re- printed, and 
perhaps re-translated from the EngUsh version with the 
addition of new faults. The last reason decided me : 
I consented to their pubUcation, and I moreover prom 
ised the publishers to revise and correct the original 
manuscript. 

In adopting the resolution of pubUshing my letters, 
I was supported and encouraged by the reflection, that 
I was actuated, not by the ambition of writing a good 
book, but by the desire of doing a good action, and of 
paying a slight tribute of gratitude to the memory of 
fhe illustrious individual who had honoured me with 
his confidence and esteem. The latter motive will, I 
trust, give me a claim to the indulgence of my country- 
men, to whom I submit my work. I had, besides, heard 
80 many fitlsities or inaccuracies stated, with regard to 
La&yette ; experience had so thoroughly convinced me 
that those who formed an erroneous judgment of him, 
were not acquainted with his character, (a circumstance 
which is not surprising when we reflect that mankind 
in general speak with the greatest readiness on the sub- 
jects with which they are the least acquainted,) that I 
considered it almost a duty to represent Lia&yette sim- 
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ply as he was, in order to refute or undeceive his de- 
tractors or his opponents. 

The hateful and interested passions which pursue a 
great man during his career, are generally buried with 
him in the grave ; and since La&yette has been no morOi 
his countrymen are beginning to do him justice, and to 
acknowledge his lofiy virtues, and immense influence 
which he exercised upon the civilization and the Uber- 
ties of France, and of the whole world. In these let- 
ters, I have as much as possible avoided every subject 
more especiaUy connected with the politics of the pres- 
ent day ; the public portion of Lafetyette's life belonging 
to history^ and having already occupied the attention 
of other writers. If I have spoken of some of La&yette's 
opinions, if I have developed and commented on some 
of his ideas, I have done so with the reserve that be- 
comes my position. Far be it from me to apply those 
opinions or ideas to any individual, especially when 
they oiay have been calculated to cause a painful or 
even a disagreeable feeling! I have endeavoured to 
use without abusing our precious, our inestimable 
liberty of thinking and writing — a Uberty, the prudent 
use of which is no less advantageouS| than its abuse is 
prejudicial, to the wd&re of society. 

It has been my purpose to display La&yette in his 
private life, to depict him at least as I have seen him. 
It will be observed, I think, that he owed every thing to 
his good natural disposition, to the purity of his feelingafi 
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and to the development of his exalted intelligence; 
that he never acted a part, inasmuch as he always dis- 
played himself in public as he appeared in the bosom of 
his fiimily, his private life having been really the coun- 
terpart of his political career. The quotations which I 
have made from his writings, some of his heretofore un- 
published letters which I now submit to my readers, and 
the materials which I have collected from his corre- 
spondence with his friend Masclet, form the most impor- 
tant portion of my work. 

Notwithstanding the changes, transpositions, correc- 
tions, additions, or suppressions, which I have made in 
my original manuscript, the reader may still find much 
confusion in my arrangement of the subjects of which 
I have treated : he may also observe a number of breaks 
and omissions, and probably many involuntary errors 
or inaccuracies of style. Perhaps, also, he may com- 
plain of the introduction of too many medical discus- 
sions, and he may with some justice apply to me the 
reproach addressed to M. Josse ; he may likewise think 
that in seferal of my episodes I have lost sight of my 
principal subject. But I must repeat, my letters were 
in the first instance composed almost confidentially ; and 
under the seal of friendship much is written that the 
author woAld feel reluctant to expose to publicity. Ne- 
vertheless, I judged it inexpedient to make many changes 
In the work, notwithstanding its numerous defects, 
which have not escaped my attention, for had I done so 
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I should have been obliged to re-write the book ; a task, 
the idea of which I was compelled to abandon. I there- 
fore submit my letters to the reader, almost in the form 
in which they were originally composed. 

I have been under the necessity of speaking of many 
mdividuals who still e^st, some of them belonging to, 
and others unconnected with, La&yette's &mily. I 
trust they will pardon me for having introduced their 
names without previously obtaining their consent ; and 
I am the more inclined to rely upon their indulgence, aa 
I have fortunately had no occasion to present them in 
any other than a &vourable light. 

Under the impression that a representation of mate- 
rial objects, which strike the sight, is more deeply en- 
graved on the memory than any description that eau^ 
be given, I had forwarded to Mr. Townsend some 
sketches taken with the pen, and representing several 
of the scenes and persons referred to in my letters. 
These drawings, clumsily and hastily executed, like the. 
text of my work, had no other merit than that of accu* 
racy ; they have since been re-copied and much iiB^; 
proved by three artists, Messrs. Andrew, Bopti and Le- 
loir, who, to mutual friendship for each ^ilber, uoiie 
talents of a high order. These gentlemen, assisted by 
the pencil of a skilful draughtsman, M. Letellier, have 
re-produced my sketches, and in correcting themi have 
displayed a degree of courtesy and zeal which merits 
my warmest acknowledgments* The plates now pr9» 
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seated, will, I trust, incontestably prove the progress 
which wood engravings have of late years made m 
France. With regard to two of the plates, I have been 
assisted by the talent of two of my friends, Messrs. 
Gudin and Pradier. 

Messrs. Galignani have undertaken to publish my 
letters, not so much with a view to a commercial spec- 
ulation, as through a desire of joining in the homage 
paid to the memory of our great fellow-citizen ; and their 
publication of the work has been characterized by that 
Uberality which should ever form the bond of union 
between commerce and the fine arts and sciences. The 
printing of the work has been confided to M. Jules 
Didot, sen., who kcus discharged his task in a manner 
worthy of his typographical reputation. 

To facilitate as much as possible the reading of these 
letters, and to remedy the want of order, and indeed 
confiision, that prevails in many of my pages, I have 
added at the end of the volume an analjrtical index, 
and an alphabetical list of the proper names quoted in 
the course of the work. 

I shall esteem myself happy, if, notwithstanding the 
imperfections of my book, the reader may find in it 
some interesting passages, which may dispose him to 
regATd my labours with indulgence. Should he have 
been intimately acquainted with Lafayette, it is my hope 
and my wish that he may recognise him in the following 
pages ; and should he be willing to fiimish me, on the 
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subject of his life, with any new &cts capable of being 
grouped with those which I have already put together, 
I shall most thankfully and most cheerfully publish his 
communications — if I may indulge in the supposition} 
that my work is destined to reach a second edition. 

Pabis, October 15, 1835. 
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PRIVATE LIFE 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 



LETTER I. 

Paris, August 34, 1884. 

Sir — ^In requiring to be informed of the accompany- 
ing circumstances of the malady which has just closed 
the career \of General La&yette, and to be furnished 
with such particulars of his private life as my intimacy 
with himself and his fiimily may have enabled me to 
communicate, you impose on me a most painful task — 
painflU on account of the bitter recollections which it 
awakens, and one to which my powers would be inade- 
quate were I expected to do full justice to a subject 
that now belongs to history. 

What an extraordinary existence was that of Jliafay- 
ette ! We first observe him a weak boy, reared under 
the influence of all the prejudices and aristocratic ideas 
of his day, and impressed with the notion, which had 
been carefiiUy instilled into him, that the science of 
heraldry was the first of human acquirements I Scarce- 
ly had he emerged from boyhood, when he felt his 
heart beat responsive to the cries of distress uttered by 
a people who had just raised the standard of indepen- 
dence, and made a bold effort to shake off the galling 
yoke of England. At the age of nineteen, La&yette 
1 
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quitted a young and lovely woman whom he adored, 
and to whom his destiny had been united. Surmount- 
ing every obstacle opposed to his generous design, he 
fitted his country, and hastened to devote to the cause 
of the oppressed people of North America, his counsel, 
his personal assistance, and his entire fortune. After 
shedding his blood for their cause in the plains of Bran- 
dywine, he brought back victory to their standard ; by 
his personal influence, and by the credit of his family, 
he induced the cabinet of Versailles to recognise and 
support their independence, and thus ensured the tri- 
umph of the holiest cause in which enterprise and cour- 
age had ever been enlisted. 

La&yette passed through an age of corruption with- 
out losing his purity. He was proof against the seduc- 
tions of the Court of Louis XV., and the temptations to 
which the youth of France were exposed under the 
reign of his successor. He witnessed the excesses and 
the weakness of power, the resistance opposed to it from 
every quarter, and the first grand shock which prece- 
ded the whirlwind of revolution, and the progress of 
subsequent reforms. The opinions and the interests of 
the difiisrent classes were brought into collision ; the 
bonds of society were loosened ; its very elements were 
confounded together; the people had risen, and the 
reign of brute force seemed about to commence. A 
federal compact was the result of this conflict : in pres- 
ence of three hundred thousand spectators, it was sworn 
to, on the altar of the country, by the king, by the army, 
by a deputation of fourteen thousand of the National 
Guards, and by Lafayette in the name of his fellow-citi- 
zens. This solenm civic oath, which seemed calculated 
to ensure the happiness of France, and which was re- 
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peated from one extremity of the kingdom to the olheri 
was soon violated. Lafiiyette, who was the command* 
er, and, in &ct, the creator of the National Guard, 
calmly braved the dangers by which he was surround- 
ed, and repelled with horror the excesses which sullied, 
from its very commencement, a revolution destined to 
become as fertile in crime as in traits of heroism. His 
conscience was his guiding star ; his courage the pilot 
that led him safe through the storm by which France 
was overwhelmed; and his progress through that 
grand epoch was marked by patriotism, civic courage, 
and a series of advantageous reforms and liberal insti- 
tutions, with which he assisted to ameliorate the con- 
dition of France. After the 10th August, 1792, the pu- 
rity of his sentiments and political principles led to his 
proscription. Having no other alternative than to quit 
his country, or to violate his oaths to the constitutional 
government, he hesitated not a moment, and submitted 
to voluntary exile. In violation of the rights of nations, 
his perfidious enemies seized him on neutral ground, 
and threw him into prison, in the hope of abridging his 
dajrs, or, at least, rendering the world forgetful of a life 
over which Providence watched. In spite of his virtue, 
his courage, and his resignation, he was exposed to the 
most unworthy treatment, marched for the space of five 
years from the prisons of Prussia to those of Austria, 
and finally plunged into the dungeons of Olmutz, in 
virtue of an order wrested from the emperor. 

In the absence of Lafayette from the political scene, 
France, notwithstanding the civil war which desolated 
her provinces, was enabled, by the institution of her Na- 
tional Guards, to resist the efforts of all Europe in arms 
agMiist her. The ancient monarchy was sapped from 
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its foundations, and its feeble heir, despite of his virtues^ 
and the constitution which protected him, perished amid 
the ruins of his throne. The different parties, by turns 
vanquished or triumphant, were often cruel and san- 
guinary, sometimes great and magnanimous, but al- 
ways formidable. Nothing was respected. The joy, 
or rather the delirium of a people intoxicated with li- 
centiousness, was expressed in the burlesque or bloody 
saturnalia with which they degraded their worship of 
the Supreme Being. The temples of religion were pro- 
faned or overthrown — ^its ministers banished or immola- 
ted. Whole towns declared in a state of revolt, were 
destined to be razed to the ground in the name of the 
law, and as a disgrace to the territory of the republic. 
Death hovered over France, in the outraged name of 
liberty and equaUtf ; the dite of society perished under 
the revolutionary axe ; and men^ the most distinguished 
by their rank, their virtues, and their acquirements, ex- 
piated with their lives the crime of devotion to the in- 
terests of their coimtry. The phrensied representatives 
of the Mountain party, the ringleaders of popular des- 
potism, were soon butchered in their turn ; with them 
finished the reign of terror, and its wide-spreading deso- 
lation, which had commenced its cry of havoc in the 
sovereign's palace. 

Afler a long and painfhl detention, Lafayette was 
restored to liberty, but was still compelled to linger in 
exile. Scarcely had he again set foot in the land of 
his birth, ere he found his countrymen fascinated by 
the glory oi the soldier who, at a later period, forced 
them to bow before his iron sceptre, and immolated 
freedom with the weapon whkh he had seized to de- 
stroy anarchy. La&yette was then reduced to lead a 
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life of obscurity, and to solace himself with the affile- 
tions of the heart, in the retreat in which he devoted 
himself to the cultivation of his fields. In that peace* 
fol spot he resisted the powerful solicitations of the 
conqueror whose renown dazzled all Europe. He 
looked upon Napoleon merely in the light of a supe- 
rior genius, who abused his power to subjugate the 
world; and notwithstanding his personal obligations 
to that great man, he refused to move in the sphere of 
his imperial despotism. 

After the misfortunes of the empire, the sad results 
of our victories, France, torn and invaded by her ene- 
mies under the name of her allies, derived some conso- 
lation from the subsequent peace which she enjoyed. 
The morning of liberty dawned upon the cherished 
land, which at length ceased to be m&do subservient to 
the oppression of other nations. The institution of the 
National Guards was revived, — an institution to which 
France owes her triumphs, and to which Europe will 
one day owe her emancipation. Lafayette awoke to 
hope — ^his heart beat with renewed ardour — ho <]uittod 
his retreat — hastened to the tribune to defend public 
liberty against old prejudices, and the encroachments 
of a power re-established by force; and his voice was 
heard from the moment when the lionour, tlio glory, 
and the independence of his country were at stake. 

The Americans having unanimously invited his 
presence, Lafayette obeyed the call of bis old com- 
panions in arms, with whom, more than fifty years 
before, under the walto of Torktown, he had gathered 
the laurels that overdbadowed the cradle of their rising 
liberty. The sons of liberated America inherited the 
gratitude of their &ther8, and decreed to their defender 

1* 
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a triumph unprecedented in the annals of the world* 
On his return to France, a popular but 1^^ insurrec- 
tion avenged the violation of the charter, by the over- 
throw of the sovereign who had conspired against it 
In the midst of this glorious revolution, whose thunder 
re-echoed throughout Europe, which it menaced with 
a general conflagration, Lafayette, ^ithflil to his prin- 
ciples, and to the mission confided to him by the people, 
endeavoured to fix on a wider and more solid basis the 
liberty and the happiness of his country — ^the objects 
towards which, from that period to the hour of his 
death, his efforts were constantly directed. 

The sketch which I have here rapidly traced, will 
form a glorious subject, for the development of the 
writer who may one day record the Ufe of Lafayette 
in the annals of history. The obligation which you 
impose on me is fortunately the more easy, as it con- 
sists merely in the communication of isolated facts in 
the domestic career of this illustrious man. The con* 
fidence which he reposed in me enabled me to see him 
closely, to observe the slightest circuuvstances of his life, 
and to ascertain his real sentiments on a variety of 
matters that formed the subject of his private conver- 
sations. The feelings of respect and gratitude ex- 
pressed by you in your letter for the liberator of your 
country, leave me in no doubt as to the indulgence 
with which you will receive every particular that 
relates to him ; and I shall esteem myself happy, if 
my simple narrative can present to you, or such of 
your friends as may read it, a slight portion of the 
interest that you might unquestionably expect to find 
in details firom a more practised pen than mine. Be- 
sides, as I can devote to the pleasure of addressing you 
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only the few leisure moments left to me by my public 
functions, and by the duties of my profession, my letters 
wiU no doubt take their tone from the circumstances 
under which they are written. I therefore rely upon 
your indulgence to excuse their form and manner in 
fiivour of their matter. 

Connected with General Lafayette since the com- 
mencement of my medical career, honoured with his 
confidence and friendship, and with the intimacy of his 
feinily, I nevertheless venture to believe that the publi- 
cation of all that my memory may enable me to retain 
of his words and actions in the domestic circle, will be 
considered neither an indiscreet nor an unseasonable 
disclosuice. His ashes now claim only that regard to 
truth which is due to the dead, and I may therefore 
unreservedly reveal all that I know of his personal 
conduct and his noble character. There are certainly 
few individuals with regard to whom a writer could 
advance thus far without the dread of being obliged to 
shrink from the tribunal of public opinion. But every 
act of La&yette'^life was great and generous, and had 
for its object the welfare of mankind, of whom he was 
the sincere friend, and to whom he presented the noble 
example of his virtues, and of his imiformly irreproach- 
able conduct. 

By way of introduction, permit me in the first place 
to give you a description of Lafayette's person, at least 
as far as my memory and my pen can accomplish a 
task which might with more propriety be confided to 
the pencil of a skilful limner. Lafayette was tall and 
well-proportioned. He was decidedly incUned to em- 
bcnpointi though not to obesity. His head was large, 
his &ce oval and regular ; his forehead lofty and open ; 
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his eyes, which were full of goodness and mesming, 
were large and prominent, of a grayish blue, and sur- 
mounted with light and well-arched but not bushy 
eyebrows ; his nose was aquiline ; his mouth, which 
was habitually embellished with a natural smile, was 
seldom opened except to utter kind and gracious ex- 
pressions ; his complexion was clear ; his cheeks were 
slightly coloured ; and at the age of seventy-seven not 
a single wrinkle furrowed, his countenance, the ordi- 
nary expression of which was that of candour and 
frankness. Gifted with a strong and vigorous consti- 
tution, which had not been developed till late in life, 
and which had been enfeebled neither by the vicis- 
situdes of a career passed amid political convulsions, 
nor by the sufferings and privations which he had 
undergone during his captivity, Lafayette, notwith- 
standing his advanced age, enjoyed his intellectual 
faculties to their full extent ; and was rendered, by his 
moral energy, superior to circumstances which bow 
down or crush the generality of mankind. During the 
latter years of his life his health was good, or at most 
troubled but at rare intervals by slight indispositions, or 
by transient fits of gout, the first attack of which he felt 
some years ago. Whenever he had occasion for medical 
assistance, my friend Professor Guersent visited him as 
his physician, and myself in my capacity of surgeon. 

Lafayette's sight was excellent ; but of late his hear- 
ing had lost something of the delicacy to the extent of 
which he had once enjoyed that sense, and the circum- 
stance was the more perceptible whenever he felt him- 
self indisposed. His perceptions, both morally and ph3rs- 
ically speaking, were keen, and he usually gave free 
vent to the manifestation of his agreeable impressions. 
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Those of a contrary nature his strength of mind ena- 
bled him to support, or at least to dissemble, in order 
that he might spare his friends the knowledge of his 
sufferings. His physiognomy, which was habitually 
calm, gave a ^thfol rejection of the movements of his 
soul, and at times assumed much expression, though it 
was less under the influence of his sensations than of 
his sentiments. According to the circumstances in 
which he was placed, joy, hope, pity or gratitude, ten- 
derness or severity, were, by turns, predominant in his 
eyes and in every feature of his countenance. His de- 
portment was noble and dignified, but his gait, since 
1803, was rather constrained, in consequence of the 
accident of a broken thigh, which compelled him to lean 
on his cane when walking, and prevented him from 
sitting down with ease and quickness, on account of a 
stifQiess in the hip joint. His other movements were 
easy and natural, and tliough he had but little supple- 
ness in his fingers, his gestures were gracefiil, and rare- 
ly abrupt, even in the moments when his conversation 
was most animated. The tone of his voice, which was 
naturally serious, was soft and agreeable, or strong and 
8(»xorous, according to the circumstances under which 
he spoke. When the subject of conversation was gay, 
he laughed heartily ; but even the excess of his mirth 
was never displayed in sudden and violent bursts of 
laughter. . He dined at home as often as possible, and 
his firugal meal invariably consisted of a little fish and 
the wing of a fowl. He drank nothing but water. I 
have not the least doubt that his sobriety and temper- 
ance, and the regularity of his regimen, greatly contrib« 
uted to exempt him from the infirmities of old age. 
La&yette's dress was always extremely simple, and 
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free from every thing like pretension. He usually wore 
a long gray or dark-coloured greatcoat, a round hat, 
pantaloons and gaiters, as represented in the full-length 
portrait executed some years ago by Mr. Scheffer, and 
which resembles him in every respect. He was re- 
markably clean and neat in his person, even to minute- 
ness ; and for this reason his valet de chambre, Bartien, 
who had been long in his service, and never quitted 
him, became at last indispensable for his comfort The 
&dthful servant knew all his master's habits, and was, 
in a great measure, enabled to anticipate his wants. 

During his latter years, La&yette led an agreeable, 
and, above all, a regular existence, every instant of his 
time having its stated occupation. His moments of ree- 
reation were spent in the bosom of his &mily, or 
among a circle of intimate friends, on whom he be* 
stowed the hours not devoted to his legislative labours, 

or to his nurrierous correspondents. He ever regarded 

time as a gift of which the best use was to be made ; 
and according to his own expression, " he was not at 
Uberty to lose it himself, and still less to occasion the 
loss of it to others." If he was not always exact to the 
hour of a rendezvous given or accepted by him, the 
multiplicity of his engagements and his preoccupation 
of mind were the cause of the delay ; but in important 
cases his punctuality was exemplary. I have never seen 
him indulge in any of those social games to which people 
have recourse by way of pastime, or to kill time, as the 
phrase is generally used. He was fond of the country, 
and when not detained in Paris by business, usually 
retired to Lagrange, where his existence was altogether 
patriarchal. 

The moral and intellectual fiiculties of La&yette 
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tended strongly towards all that was good, great, or 
generous, in human nature. His reason was too solid, 
and his judgment too sure, to suffer him to give way to 
an ardent imagination ; consequently, his enthusiasm 
was alwajTS based on grounds approved of by his con- 
science and his reason. In his opinion, it was neces- 
sary that the beau ideal should be useful, just, honoiir- 
able, and confined within the bounds of possibility. 
His mind was cultivated, and his acquirements exten- 
sive, particularly in the historical, moral, and political 
sciences; He read much, and often wrote or dictated. 
He had been placed in-such different social positions, 
had been thrown into contact with so many men, and 
had been concerned in so many events, that he was 
enabled, more than any other individual, to perfect him- 
self in the knowledge of the human heart, and of those 
institutions which govern, or ought to govern, society, 
according to the state of its civilization. He was great 
even in little circumstances, which he seemed to exact 
by the attention that he paid to them. He took a com- 
prehensive view of the general principles of morality 
and politics ; but sometimes his heart deceived his rea- 
son, and he was misled by illusions honourable to him- 
self—when it became necessary to apply those princi- 
ples to mankind, with whom, I believe, he was not tho- 
roughly acquainted. He judged men according to his 
own feelings, and if he was sometimes mistaken in 
them, it was because he saw them as they ought to be 
— because he believed them better than they really 
were — because he was too virtuous for his age. Hav- 
ing never cherished a single thought which was not 
prompted by good, he could with difficulty imagine the 
existence of evil in others, and therefore was not prone 
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to suspicion. This noble and generous feeling is the 
attribute of elevated nUnds^ and will hardly be under- 
stood by those who have viewed Lafayette only through 
the fidse medium of their prejudices or their passions. 



LETTER IL 

Paris, August 3l8t, L834. 

Permit me, sir, in future, to continue without pref- 
ace the course of the narrative that I may have been 
obliged to interrupt. By this means we shall not lose 
our time, you in reading, or I in writing, useless and 
commonplace forms of correspondence. 

La&yette was enabled by a happy memory to call 
to mind all the circumstances in which he had borne 
an active part, and also those of which he had been 
merely a witness. Frequently has he related to us 
events which took place in his infancy and his youth, 
and that with a precision and a freshness of recollection 
which might have led to a belief that the occurrences 
in question had passed only the day before. His mem- 
ory was amazingly retentive of dates, and the genealogy 
or anecdotes of families mentioned ineonversation ; and 
in this respect, as in many others, there was a strong 
resemblance between him and the Count de S6gur, his 
relation^ friend, and old companion in arms in the wars 
of the American independence. Gifled with penetra- 
tion, exquisite tact, and considerable delicacy of obser- 
vation, he employed those faculties, as well as his 
experience, only on the defensive; for he had too 
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much geaerocdty of disposition to make anodier UfOiof 
tbem^ and they were not alwa]^ sufficient to preserre 
him from the snares laid for him by treachery. A lady, 
whose goodsense is equal to her will, (Madame Dupaty, 
the daughter of Cabanis,) said to me, speaking of Ijl- 
feyette, with whose fitmily she is extremely intimate,-^ 
" To appreciate his frankness, you must hare known 
him as thoroughly as we did. He was too honest not 
to leave his ke3rs always on the locks, even in politics.^ 
The metaphor was as happy as it was true. 

Lafayette's conversation was easy and full of good- 
humour. He expressed himself gracefully or forcibly, 
according to the subject of conversation, and gave a 
peculiar charm even to the most ordinary topics, with- 
out saying any thing idle or frivolous. He knew how 
to time his repartees, which were Uvely, and which at 
the same time struck home. When he was arrested by 
the Austrians in 1792, an aid-de-camp of Prince de ***, 
the enemy's general, came to him on behalf of his supe- 
rior, to demand the funds of the army which he had 
beien obliged to quit. Lafayette, astonished at the 
demand, laughed heartily ; and when the aid-de-camp 
advised him to take the matter more seriously, — " How 
can I help laughing?" said he ; " for all that I can un- 
derstand of your demand is, that had your prince been 
in my place, he would have robbed the cashbox of the 
army." The aid-de^camp had nothing to say in reply, 
took leave of the prisoner, and went away as he came. 

When Lafayette happened to utter a bon mot, it was 
always properly applied ; and his pleasantries, which 
were rare, were invariably in good taste. In 1788, he 
had joined the movement of the nobles of Brittany 
against the government The dueen, losing all pa* 

2 
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tience, asked him why he, who was from AuvergnOi 
meddled with the aflhirs of the Bretons. " I am a 
Breton, madam,'' repUed Lafayette, '< just as your ma- 
jesty is of the House of Hapsbourg." It is well knowa 
that La&yette's mother was from Brittany, and that the 
queea was descended by the female side from the House 
of Hapsbourg. 

La&yette spoke but little at the Constitutional As- 
sembly, for at that time his frmctions left him less at 
liberty to ascend the tribune than to address the Na- 
tional Guards or the populace, whose passicms he had 
often to blame, and whose excesses he was obliged to 
check. << At the Assembly," s^s he said in a letter to the 
bailli de Ploen,* << I spoke but little, and with the re- 
serve which became the general of the armed force." 
Since the restoration, his natural dislike to public speak- 
ing had yielded to his desire of defending the interests 
of his country. His talent for extempore speaking, 
which then dawned, and which increased still further 
during his last journey to America, shone forth in all 
its lustre since the revolution of 1830. None of the 
speeches pronounced by him in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties were prepared. His extempore addresses were 
just, luminous, and often characterized by that manly 
eloquence to which his sincere patriotism gave birth. 
If the subject with which he was occupied interested 
him deeply,-^if it was connected with the general in- 
terests of scciety, with the defence of the oppressed, 
with the relief of the unfortunate, with the mainte- 



♦ Letter of General LafayeUe to the bailli de Plofin, dated Will- 
mold, the 15th January, 1799, and inserted in the Msnudres de Tous^ 
toUecHon de Sawoemrs Contemporains. Tom I. 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 15 

nance and the dignity of France, — his language was 
most persuasive and engaging, and every listener felt 
that his talent and his eloquence were the feithful inter- 
preters of his heart. His speeches were intelligible to 
all, on account of their simplicity and the clearness of the 
object at which he aimed. Being one day in a public 
place. I listened to the conversation of several artisans 
who were reading a newspaper among themselves, on 
the articles of which they commented in terms less 
courteous than just. << Come," said the reader, '< this 
man, (naming Lafayette,) at least, speaks French, we 
can understand what he wishes to say." 

Lafiiyette's questions were alwajrs addressed with 
clearness and precision, and he listened to the answers 
with attention and affability. If he found those an- 
swers obscure, he demanded an explanation of them 
with a delicacy and perfect good-breeding which put 
those who spoke to him entirely at their ease. The 
English language was as familiar to him as the Frencb| 
and he wrote both with great facihty. The best and 
the happiest expressions presented themselves naturally 
to his pen ; and his style was distinguished, at once, by 
devation, force, concision and simplicity. " Le style^ 
^est Vhom/me^^ for style depicts man's manner of feel- 
ing and thinking ; Lafayette was more particularly rep- 
resented by his style, because it was noble and pure, 
like his soul. His ideas were clear, his principles and 
opinions decided, and expressed with frankness, though 
sometimes in the form of sentences. His femiliar cor- 
respondence breathed the spirit of his thoughts and con- 
victions. His disclosures were complete, though at the 
same time he respected the secrets of private individu- 
als, whom he took care not to compromise. What he 
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wrote eniBaated from a just mind and an upright heart, 
ansdotts for the public welfare ; and those who read his 
writings felt a strong desire to become personally ac- 
quainted with the author. As to his style in writing 
English^ I confess that I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with that language to express an opinion. Being desi- 
rous, however, of forming a notion oa this point, I 
showed the English correspondence of Lafayette with 
Masclet to one of your countrymen, whose modesty and 
good sense are equal to his information and taste, and 
the following were his reflections on the subject : ^ Lar* 
fayette has happily avoided the two principal dangers 
to which the majority of those who attempt to write in 
a foreign language are exposed. His style is as free 
fiom servile imitation as from grammatical errors or 
&ults of idiom : in a word, it is peculiar to himself; k 
displays the man, tbou$^<. under another costume. It is 
simple without meanness, concise without obscurity^ 
dignified without afiectaticHi, and often contains those 
hc^py turns of expression which infuse such a charm 
into letters written in French. Scarcely ever does it 
contain one of those little particles which betray the for- 
eign origin of the writer. His letters, it is true, present 
some inversions not authorized perhaps by modem cus- 
tom, but by no means at variance with the genius of the 
language. They, on the contrary, establish a sort of 
link between the writer and the old English authors, 
who are always read with delight by such as are ac- 
quainted with them. Such inversions are admirable 
for their delicacy and naivete : without shocking the 
ear or proving injurious to clearness of expression, they 
arrest the attention of the reader, deck themselves, as it 
were, in the smile resulting from his agreeable surprise. 
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and prevent monotony of style. Lafayette writes Eng- 
lish with much facility. His letters present no trace of 
painful eflfort or laboured composition. He seems never 
to hesitate in his choice of a suitable word or turn of 
expression, though he sometimes forgets that the Eng- 
lish language can with difficulty bend to that nervous 
and even elliptical concision of which a skilful French 
writer often avails himself with so much advantage. 
. This forgetfulness, occasionally, gives an appearance of 
roughness and even abruptness to Lafayette's style. 
His letters are irreproachable, as presenting a &ithful 
picture of his mind : in reading them, we feel irresisti- 
bly inclined to love the writer, and, perhaps, in this re- 
spect, they are inferior to nothing ever composed by him 
in his own language. Among the English, and others 
who speak that language, such expressions as are em- 
ployed to depict different degrees of friendship, are cer- 
tainly less numerous and less graceful than among the 
French ; but, on the other hand, such expressions have 
been less frequently subject to the encroachments ot 
gallantry or exaggerated politeness, and are consequent- 
ly more candid and sincere. In the mouth of such a 
man as Lafayette, it will be I'eadily imagined that all 
these qualities acquire new force." From such of La- 
feyette's English letters as I shall textually transcribe for 
you, you may form your own judgment of the truth of 
my Mend's reflections. 

The characters of Lafayette's writing were small and 
well formed, and yet rather difficult to be read ; and it 
is a remarkable &ct, that his English writing was much 
more legible than his French writing. Though he 
never made rough copies, his. letters rarely presented 
erasures. I have ascertained the &ct from looking over 
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those which I have seen of his writing, as well as others 
which he has addressed to myself, and which I preserve 
with care. 

Lafayette never forgot that he was a man, and the rec- 
ollection placed him on a level with all mankind, what- 
ever might be the position of the individuals with whom 
he was placed in contact. His inferiors never felt, or, 
at least, he never made them feel his superiority ; and 
with the more elevated portion of society, he was un- 
questionably on a footing of equality, none being his 
superior in virtue. His candour and good feeling were 
constantly displayed in the frankness of his manners, 
and the modesty and dignity of his language. He had 
the tone of a man of high rank belonging to the old 
court, as well as the utmost urbanity for every person 
who addressed him. He received with equal courtesy 
the most distinguished personages who visited him from 
all countries, and the poorest peasants, working people, 
widows, and orphans, who implored his protection or 
his assistance. His calm and measured air of benevo- 
lence kept at a distance such as might have been tempt- 
ed to assume with him a degree of misplaced familiarity. 
He might have passed for a model of bon ton without 
formality, of politeness without affectation, and he might 
have served as a pattern for that portion of our youth 
who style themselves la jeune France — ^as if f^ranee 
consisted of several distinct and separate generations 
obliged to live together in a constant state of hatred and 
hostility — as if both young and old in France did not 
ferm one and the same great and generous people. It 
is true that a portion, at least, of the population of 
Prance, once quoted for her courtesy, which now be- 
longs to the days of history, has been invided by a spi- 
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lit that may foe termed rather military than chivalroua. 
Intoxicated with self-accorded omnipotence, the new 
generation, that would fsdn govern society, is, neverthe- 
less, in point of good-breeding, &r inferior to other na- 
tions to whom we formerly served as an example. La- 
fiiyette was aware of this error ; but young in heart and 
mind, and ever disposed to indulgence, he received 
young people almost as his comrades, and seemed anx* 
ious to efface the recollection of the yeais which sepa- 
rated them from himself. 

When a good action was to be performed, or a ser- 
vice to be rendered, Lafayette listened only to the inspi- 
rations of his heart or the voice of his internal monitory 
conscience. If he sa^ that an act was useful or just, 
to undertake it became with him an imperative duty, 
from which he never recoiled, and his perseverance, 
aided by his gentle and persuasive eloquence, almost 
constantly enabled him to attain his object. He enjoyed 
no rest till his internal feelings were satisfied, and the 
motto which r^[ulated-his conduct was ever — "fats ee 
que dais J advienne quepourraJ^ 

After the revolution of 1830, when Lafayette appoint- 
ed xae surgeon to the general staff of the National 
Ouaidi of the kingdom, I had occasion to witness the 
inconceivable activity which he could display under 
pmssing circumstances. He was occupied with the or- 
gahization of the legions, with the reception of deputar 
tions from Paris and the departments ; he read applica* 
tions and listened to claims addressed to him, arranged 
disputed questions, drew up nominations, visited the 
wounded in the hospitals, frequently mounted his horse, 
and endured the fetigues of the protracted reviews of 
the National Guards. In short, he did every thing, and 
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without injury to his health. His strong seemed ab- 
solutely to increase with the multiplied nature of his 
duties. His moral faculties exercised an absolute con- 
trol over his physical powers ; and it might have been 
eaid of him with truth, that he was " an intelHgence 
served by organs." He possessed that calmness so dif- 
ficult to be acquired and preserved — ^that calmness 
which augments with increase of danger, and which 
bestows on the possessor a sang-froid not to be shaken 
by the most imminent peril. His courageous acts under 
many circumstances of his political existence, are too 
well known to need recapitulation from me. 

Few possessed the virtues of patience and resignation 
in a higher degree than Lafayette. During his last ill- 
ness, he acquainted us with the nature of the medical 
treatment which he had undergone in 1803, for a fracture 
of the thigh, occasioned by a fall on a slippery pavement. 
Deschamp and Boyer, whose memory I respect, and 
whom I am proud to have had for my masters, were sum- 
moned in their professional capacity to his assistance. 
The fractured limb was enclosed in a machine which 
kept it in a constant state of tension; and as Lafayette 
had promised those skilful surgeons to support the pain 
with patience as long as they might judge it necessary 
for his cure, he uttered not a single complaint for the 
fifteen or twenty days during which the apparatus was 
applied. When it was removed, the surgeons were un- 
able to conceal the impression they felt at the effect pro- 
duced by the bandsiges. Deschamp turned pale ; Bo- 
yer was stupified : the upper banda|2nes had, by their 
pressure, cut deeply into the muscles of the inside of the 
thigh, and laid bare the femoral artery ; the action of 
the lower ones had been less violent, but thev had pro- 
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daced a mortification of the skin at the back part of the 
foot, and laid bare the tendons of the toes. In c(mse- 
quence of Lafiiyette's stoical fortitude, the vigilance of 
his sui^eons was completely at &ult. Deep scars bore 
evidence of the truth of one of his observations to us, 
uttered, however, in confidence, through an apprehen- 
sion of injuring, not the interests, but the memory of two 
individuals — ^for whom he felt gratitude, although their 
exertions on his behalf had been unsuccessful. A length 
of time elapsed before he recovered fix)m the lamentable 
accidents which resulted from his medical treatment, 
and which were followed by an almost complete anky- 
losis and lameness of the hip-joint On this subject he 
wrote as follows to his friend. Masclet, of whom I shall 
frequently have occasion to speak to you hereafter, and 
whose name is honouraUy connected with those of the 
pnscmers of Olmutz. 

'< You are pleased to ask for a line of my handwrit- 
ing, dear Masclet, and I employ the first moments I am 
able to scribble it. The firacture of my thigh is per- 
fectly mended, better indeed than it ever was in such a 
case. But the extensive machine has left deep and 
painful wounds, which cannot be healed before five 
weeks. I shall spend them at Auteuilf where my 
daughter-in-law is on the point of making me a grand- 
fisither, and at Aulnay^ Madame de Tesse's country seat. 
Afterward, I shall return to my rural happy retire- 
ments of Lagrange. Georges is going to be aid-de- 
camp to General Canclaux, inspector of cavalry. I 
am highly pleased with my new son-in-law, your friends 
nephew. We are much concerned at the unhaiq[yy 
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prospect of a war, which this government had a sincere 
desire to avoid. I am constantly thinking of your con- 
cerns, and wish it was in my power to contribute to a 
promotion equally just with respect to you and useful 
to the public. My best and most affectionate wishes 
attend you. Present my firiendly respects to Mrs. Ma»- 
clet ; my wife and family beg to be remembered to her 
and to you. Out friend Masson, notwithstanding his 
misfortunes, does very well at Hamburgh. Adieu, my 
dear Masclet. I am, for ever, 

" your affectionate friend, " L. P.'' 

Although Lafayette could endure, with stoical resig- 
nation, the most poignant physical anguish, when he 
judged it inevitable or necessary, he was impatient 
under sufferings much le.ss acute, if he doubted the ad- 
vantage to be derived from them. Thus, he could 
never accustom himself to wear a blister, which was 
applied to his arm five or six years ago, simply because 
he was unable to see the advantage of it. 

I doubt if Lafayette was ever in a passion ; at least, 
I have no recollection of having seen him lose his tem- 
per, even under circumstances that might have occa- 
sioned, and excused, one of those violent movements of 
the soul, which few men are able to master. When 
any circumstance annoyed him, he became taciturn, 
his forehead and eyebrows were slightly contracted, 
and a shade of sadness was visible on his countcAance ; 
but these moments of uneasiness, rather than of ill-hu- 
mour, were not of long duration, and his features soon 
recovered their serenity. One day, one of his friends 
had uttered from the tribune of the lower Chamber 
certain opinions which he repelled as utterly at variance 



GBNEAAL LAFATSTTE. S3 

with his principles. The only phrase in which he esE^ 
pressed his dissatis&ction was — '' Well, well— >he wants 
common sense." These words he pronounced in a firm 
tone of voice, though evidently with much eimotion. 
When in company with people who gave way to vio- 
lent bursts of passion, he pitied them, and set down the 
vehemence of their language or their actions as a sort 
of monentary alienaticm of mind, a lamentable or ri- 
diculous expression of weakness ; he himself became 
on such occasions more calm, and his superior reason 
pronounced judgment on their violence by a smile of 
dignity, which, according to circumstances, either sud- 
denly appeased or redoubled their fury. 

Ambition, as that passion is generally understood, — 
a strong desire to rise above others, to occupy the first 
place, — :formed no part of Lafiiyette's character. In him 
the passion was nothing more than a constant and irre- 
sistible wish to do good. His heart, of course, beat with 
joy when he had performed a noble action, or rendered 
an important service; but it was with that pure and 
Uvely joy felt by a child on receiving his first crown. 
" An irresistible passion," he said in a letter to the bailli 
de Ploen, " that would induce me to believe in innate 
ideas, and the truth of prophecy, has decided my career. 
I have alwa3^ loved liberty with the enthusiasm which 
actuates the religious man with the passion of a lover, 
and with the conviction of a geometrician. On leaving 
college, where nothing had displeased me more than a 
state of dependance, | viewed the greatness and the 
Uttleness of the court with contempt, the firivolities of 
society vrith pity, the minute pedantry of the army with 
disgust, and oppression of every sort with indignation. 
The attraction of the American revolution transported 
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me mddeniy to my place. I felt myself txanquU only 
WfeMn sailtBg between the cooitinent whose powers I 
had braved, and that where, although our arrival and 
our ultimate. success were proUematiGal, I could, at the 
age of ninete^ take refuge in the alternative of con^ 
quering or perishing in the cause to which I had de- 
voted myself." 

La&yette valued reputation and glory, but cared 
little for the power that generally results from them* 
Ifeving one day been asked who was in his Ofnnion 
Ae greatest man of this age : '' In my idea,'' replied he, 
^ General Washington is the greatest man, for I look 
upon him as the most virtuous." 

During the revolution of July, among the number 
of deputations that presented themselves at the Ehielde 
ViUej to ask General La&yette to proclaim the repub- 
lic, there was one that uiged him to take possession of 
the crown for himself and his family. " You recall to 
my memory," replied he to the members of deputation, 
'' the anecdote of Marshal Saxe, to whom the Academy 
offered a seat. HLs answer is really the only one I can 
make to you: — <that would suit me just as a ring 
would fit a cat.' " 

A short time after this great national movement, an 
Englishman arrived past from London to Paris to see 
La&yette, and returned as soon as he had accomplished 
his object. Some of his countr3niien wished to detain 
him, but he refused their solicitations, and said, on 
leaving them, — '< I was desirous of seeing a man who 
had refused a crown ; I have seen him, and I return 
content" 

Candour was the predominant quality of La&yette's 
dbaracter ; and gave a colour to every act-of his private 
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life, just as the first rays of morning give a tint to all 
agreeable landscape. His good qualities had scaicely 
a shade ; they stood out on the picture of his life, by the* 
contrast of all around, like those ethereal figures which 
imagination alone can create, and whose ideal existence 
is conce^iled from the senses, and cannot be materially 
represented even by the painter. Virtue was so natural 
to him, that the actions of his private life, which were 
most admired, seemed to pass unperceived. It might 
have been said, that his domestic existence was virtae 
put into action. Perhaps his candour and firankneas 
might have been termed felly, by such as were not 
acquainted with him, or by those corrupt individuals 
who rendered the opposite qualities subservient to their 
interests. ,\ 

In his most familiar conversations, and even on the 
occasion of anecdotes, the subject of which admitted of 
a sort of careless jocularity, I never heard Lafeyette 
employ an unsuitable or a trivial expression. A senti- 
ment of natural modesty, strengthened by educaticm 
and habit, rendered him averse to such a practice, and 
in order to understand certain subjects, his hearer was 
always obliged to pierce, as it were, the veil of delicacy 
with which he enveloped them. A number of his old 
friends have assured me, that when in the army, they 
never heard him swear or use gross language, as some- 
times happens to the best educated military men. 

Lafayette was perfectly master of his expressions, and 
seemed not to share those of others when he judged it 
improper to allow ihem to appear. Some years ago, in 
company with his son and his friend M. Chatelain, he 
attended a distribution of prizes at a school of mutual 
instruction which he had established in a village. The 
3 
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mayor pronounced a set speech, principally in honour 
of the patron of the school, and employed a number of 
pleonasms and bombastic phrases, which irresistibly 
provoked the merriment of his auditory. Lafayette, 
who occupied the chair of honour, remained perfectly 
calm, und never once smiled, while at the same time, 
by his gestures and. significant looks, he managed to re- 
strain the laughter of the company, for the sake of the 
luckless orator, who certainly did his best. Had La- 
fayette been even the indirect cause of inflicting pain 
upon him, he would have reproached himself bitterly. 

Lafayette religiously kept the secrets intrusted to 
him, for he looked upon them as the property of others, 
and I never heard him commit an indiscretion on this 
score. With regard to matters personal to himself he 
had no secrets from his intimate friends ; and such was 
his confidence in them, that he never even recommend- 
ed secrecy to them. 

Few men have, by turns, been more eulogized and 
more vilified than Lal&yette. He listened to truth with 
the tranquillity of a conscience free from reproach, and 
took no offence at it, even when its language was direct- 
ed against himself; while sensible of merited eulogium, 
at which even modesty cannot take alarm, he was inac- 
cessible to the invectives of passion, and to the deceitful 
praises of flattery or interest. A great man once said, 
^' a superior man is impassible in his nature. It is of 
little consequence to him, whether he be praised or 
blamed, for he listens to the voice of his conscience." 
The sentence was perfectly applicable to La&yette. 
« The doctrine which I profess," wrote he to the baiUi 
de Ploen, <' has been briefly defined in my speeches and 
writings, confirmed at all times by my conduct| and 
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sufficiently distinguished by my hatred to the revola* 
tionary and coimter-revolutionary excesses of all the op- 
pressors of the human race. My reputation is attached 
to a great movement, in the course of which, I had 
against me those who wished to arrest it, and those who 
desired to alter its nature. The names of my detractors, 
and their contradictions, not only among themselves, 
but with themselves, would suffice to prove that my in- 
tentions have been pure. To determine if my ideas 
have been just, time, and not metaphysical or party dis- 
cussion, is necessary — time, which, while it preserves the 
memory of the past, and unravels the mysteries of the 
present, will bring to light the results of the future." 

In the same letter, he also expressed himself tHus : 
" My profession of feith made on the 11th July, 1789, 
the fruit of my past, and the pledge of my future life, 
was both a manifesto and an ultimatum. In my opin- 
ion, every thing contrary to that profession of faith is 
inadmissible, and all that does not concern it, is merely 
secondary. It preceded the national insurrection by 
three days — ^the last insurrection that was necessary, 
and the last that I wished to see. The Bastille fell ; 
in Paris I was invested with the title of Commandant 
General, and, above all, with the reality of the office. 
Bailly was at the same time elected mayor, and after- 
ward Ijarochefoucauld was president of the depart- 
ment, on its creation. Those were three honest men." 

Ijafayette loved truth above all things, and rejected all 
that could change or corrupt its nature. Like Epami- 
nondas, he would not have suffered himself, even in 
joke, to ntter the slightest &lsehood. He was the mir- 
ror of trti^ even in the midst of political parties, whose 
c<»ideiiiaatiDn he pronounced by presenting to them the 
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hideous image of their passions : he thus offended with- 
out convincing them, and the mirror which was declar- 
ed deceitful, was destined to be broken. I once heard 
lum say — " The court would have accepted me, had I 
been an aristocrat, and the jacobins, had I been a jaco- 
bin ; but as I wished to side with neither, both united 
against me." 



LETTER III. 

Parifli September 6^ 1834. 

Lafayette was too discreet and reserved always to 
tell all that he knew, but his hearers might be assured 
that he thought as he spoke. His opinions of men and 
things were frankly expressed ; and yet I never heard 
him speak ill of any individual, nor was he accustomed 
to indulge in those perfidious insinuations which are so 
common among men of the world. His indulg^ica 
was extreme, and he with difficulty believed an unfa- 
vourable report of the mind or character, even of those 
with whom he was personally unacquainted. The poor 
and the oppressed never implored his aid in vain ; he 
relieved the one, and protected the other ; his hotel was 
always filled with unfortunate objects, for whose assist- 
ance his fortune was employed. That fortune he re- 
garded only as enabling him to promote the interests of 
his country, to support and meliorate her social insti- 
tutions, and to be of use to the distressed : his generosity 
was indeed unbounded. All kinds of misfortune afiect- 
ed him equally, and when any description of suffering 
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was to be reliev^ed, he ceased to calculate. BefugeeSi 
exiles, in a word, all who have profited by his support 
or his benevolence, keenly feel their bereavement in his 
loss, and mourn for him as for a second father. He 
was ever ready to quit his retreat at Lagrange, when 
an act of duty or of kindness was to be performed. 
Placed at the head of most of the subscriptions opened 
in favour of persecuted or distressed objects, he often 
performed two weekly journe3rs to Paris, to preside over, 
or merely to be present at committees. 

Lafayette's elevated social position, his fortune, his 
numerous connexions in both hemispheres, enabled 
him to render important services ; and his benevolent 
solicitude was exerted in favour of distant as well as of 
nearer objects. He sometimes found grateful heartS| 
though his kindness was often repaid with the^ blackest 
ingratitude ; but it may be said to his credit, that he 
never cherished — I will not say hatred, for that feeling 
was unworthy of his noble soul, — ^but even the slight- 
est resentment against a human being. He forgot in- 
juries, or rather they left no trace on his mind, which 
was the abode only of kind and generous sentiments. 
Gratitude was, in his opinion, a feeling which reflected 
as much honour on the receiver as a kindness on the 
bestower. Ingratitude he looked upon as the offspring 
of selfishness or vanity, and he was accustomed to say, 
that, with the ungrateful, there was no resource ; that 
the best way "was to keep them at a distance when 
known, or to avoid them when once made their victim. 
Grovelling in adversity and insolent in prosperity, you 
are every thing to the ungrateful man when he wants 
you, and nothing to him when he can dispense with 
your assistance. Gratitude is a burden only to a bad 
3» 
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heart: for this reason, La&yette was not afraid of 
contracting obligations, which he repaid with interest 
whenever an opportunity occurred. One grateful heart 
made him forget a thousand instances of ingratitude ; 
and thus he continued to oblige, though his kindness 
was often thrown away.* The happiness which he felt 
in doing good, would not permit him to refuse his kind 
offices ; and the surest way to oblige him, was to afford 
him the opportunity of being useful to others. I have 
often availed myself of his kindness, on behalf of my 
fiiends, or of worthy individuals ; and in so doing, I felt 
conscious that I was guilty of no importunity. His 
confidence was no doubt often abused ; and recommen- 
dations were obtained firom him which he would have 
refused, had he been induced, by a little more distrust or 
even cir«umspection, to procure accurate information as 
to the objects of his kindness. Whenever he ascer- 
tained that he had been deceived, he made a resolution 
to be more reserved for the future ; but his natural 
goodness always got the better of him, and his experi- 
ence was of little use in putting him on his guard 
against fresh solicitations. 

During his last illness, he gave me letters of recom- 
mendation in behalf of Dr. Delacorex, who was on the 
point of settling in New Orleans. "Persuade your 
friend to come and see me," said he : "I wish to point 
out to him the precautions he ought to adopt for his 
health, in a country that has proved fetal to a number 
of Europeans. It would be unfortunate that one about 
to devote his existence to his fellow-creatures, should 
become the victim of his zeal and humanity.'* 

It is almost superfluous to say how Lafayette's letters 
were received by those to whom they were addressed. 
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It was enough to present them to medt with unlimited 
support, protection^ and devotion. The name of the 
writer was a species of talisman, which opened every 
door ; and it might have been said, that to such as re- 
ceived his letters a spark was communicated from his 
soul, and a desire to imitate his virtues. Some years 
ago, one of my friends, who was abroad^ showed a letter 
from Lafayette to a distinguished personage intrusted 
with the confidence of an absolute sovereign. At sight 
of the letter, the powerful ftmctionary seemed electrified, 
rose firom his seat in token of respect, and entreated my 
friend, as a special favour, to give him a fragment of the 
precious correspondence. 

This moral influence of Lafayette had been re- 
marked in his youth, when he served in the American 
army. The following are the terms in which M. 
Chastelleux spoke of him in his " Voyage from New- 
port to Philadelphia^-^ work, twenty-seven copies of 
which were printed at his desire, merely for the use of 
his fiiends : — " We availed ourselves of the cessation of 
the rain to accompany his excellency (General Wash- 
ington) to the camp of the Marquis (General Lafayette.) 
We found all his troops ranged in line of battle on the 
heights to the left, and himself at their head, expressing, 
both by his deportment and physiognomy, that he pre- 
ferred seeing me thete to receiving me at his estate in 
Auvergne. The confidence and attachment of his 
troops are most precious in his eyes, for he looks upon 
that species of wealth as one of which he cannot be 
deprived. But what I find still more flattering to a 
young man of his age, is the influence which he has 
acquired in political as well as in miUtary circles. I 
have no fear of being contradicted when I assert, that 
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simple letters from him, have oftea had more influence 
in some of the states of the union, than the strongest 
invitations on the part of the Congress. On seeing him, 
it is difBcult to determine which is the more surprising 
circumstance, — that a young man should have already 
given so many proofs of talent, or that a man so proved 
should still leave so much room for hope ! Happy will 
his country be, if she knows how to avail herself of his 
aid — and happier still, should that aid become superflu- 
ous to her !" 

Whenever acknowledgments were paid to La&yette 
for services rendered by him, his modesty was immedi- 
ately up in arms. On such occasions, he really ap- 
peared more embarrassed than the obliged party, and 
almost always changed the subject of conversation. 
The following fact will, in my opinion, prove more for- 
cibly than many other instance-s the extent of his grati- 
tude for the slightest services accepted by him. During 
his last illness, when his situation became so alarming 
that we judged it necessary for one of us to set up with 
him, his son apprized him that Dr. Girou de Buza- 
reingues would pass the night by his bediside. " I am 
sorry for the trouble you are about to take," said La- 
fiiyette to my brother physician, in a tone of much grat- 
itude ; " and I really know not how I shall ever be able 
to repay you." Dr. Girou having replied that he would 
allow no one except himself to fulfil such a duty, Lafay- 
ette pressed his hand affectionately, the tears trembled 
in his eyes, and, with much emotion, he inquired after 
the health and welfare of the physician's fkther — " I^m 
flattered," said he, '<by the land thoughts which he 
entertains of me ; pray tell him so in your letters." He 
felt that the circumstance most gratifying to a good son 
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is the interest testified by others in the wel^e of his 
father. 

Lafayette had a high r^ard for the domestic virtueSi 
which he considered the basis of society, and the only 
certain and pure source of public prosperity. He even 
wished to introduce them into politics ; and his public 
life was, in this respect, a picture of his private life. He 
always spoke with respect and tenderness of both his 
parents, whom he lost almost in his infancy. In his 
children, he cherished the memory of their mother, 
(Mademoiselle de Noailles,) whom he had loved tnost 
tenderly, and whose name he never mentioned but 
with visible emotion. One day, during his last illness, 
I surprised him kissing her portrait, which he always 
wore suspended to his neck in a small gold medallion. 
Around Uie portrait, were the words-^" I am yours ;" 
and on the back was engraved this sHort and touching 
inscription — " I was then a gentle companion to you ! 
in that case — ^bless me." I have since been informed, 
that regularly every morning, Lafityette ordered Bartien 
to leave the room, in which he shut himself up, and 
taking the portrait in both hands, looked at it earnestly, 
pressed it to his- lips, and remained silently contempla* 
ting it for about a quarter of an hour. . Nothing was 
more disagreeable to him than to be disturbed during 
this daily homage to the memory of his virtuous part- 
ner> His grief for her loss may be judged of from the 
following letter, which he wrote at the time to hia friend 
Masclet, to thank him for his participation in so severe 
a misfortune : 

" I was certain, my dear Masclet, that you would ten- 
derly regret the adorable woman whom you were 
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pleased to celebrate, before you were personally ac- 
quainted with her, and to cherish from the period when 
she was herself able to express to you her grateful 
friendship. It. would be ungrateful in me to entertain 
a doubt of yoiu participation in my grief; but although 
such a doubt was far from my thoughts, I have derived 
a melancholy gratification from the renewed assurance 
of your feelings, and for that assurance, I thank you 
most cordially. I willingly adniit, that under great 
misfortunes, I have felt myself superior to the situation 
in which my friends had the kindness to sympathize ; 
but at present, I have neither the power nor the wish to 
struggle against the calamity which has befallen me, or 
father, to surmount the deep affliction which I shall 
carry with me to the grave. It will be mingled with 
the sweetest recollections of the thirty-four years, dur- 
ing which I was bound by the tenderest ties that, per- 
haps, ever existed, and with the thought of her last mo- 
ments, in which she heaped upon me such proofs of her 
incomparable affection. I cannot describe the happi- 
ness which, in the midst of so many vicissitudes and 
troubles, I have constantly derived from the tender, 
noble, and generous feeling, ever associated to the inter- 
ests which gave animation to my existence. Assure 
Madame Masclet of my attachment and gratitude. You 
know my friendship for you, my dear Masclet, and that 
I am yours most cordially, Lafayette.'^ 



* The following is the original : — 

" Pdlflis Men sdr, mon cher Masclet, que yens donneriez de tend- 
res regrets k la femme adorable que voos voos 6tiez plu a c616brer 
avant de la connaitre personnellement, et a ch6rir depois qu'elle 
avait pu yoos exprimer elle-m^me sa reconnaissante amiii6. U 
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Lafayette divided bis affection equally among his 
children, and if he had a preference for any of them, 
it was, at least, not perceptible. When surrounded 
by hia numerous family, his countenance expanded 
with a delight which it was impossible to witness with- 
out participating in the feeling. One morning, when 
we were in his private cabinet, he showed me a letter 
from Don Pedro, which he allowed me to read, and 
which informed him that a wound received by his 
grandson, M. Jules de Lasteyrie, at the siege of Oporto, 
would be attended with no serious results, and that the 
sufferer was already out of danger. The Duke de Bra- 
ganza, at the same time, pronounced a warm eulogium 
on the courage and coolness of the young man during 
the engagement. We could easily perceive the lively 
satisfaction felt by Lafeyette at the reading of this let- 
ter, which was remarkable, chiefly, for the interest ex- 



rait aussi bien ingrat a moi de douter de la part que voos prenez & 
ma douleur : mais quoique je ne doutasse pas de vos sentiments, il 
m'a €i€ doax d'en recevoir la nouvelle assurance et je vous en re- 
mercie de toute mon &me. Je conviendrai volontiers que dans de 
grandes infortunes, je me suis senti au-dessus de la situation que mes 
amis avaient la bont6 de plaindre ; aujourd'hui je ne puis, je ne vou- 
drais pas mdme surmonter le malheur que j'eprouve on du moins la 
profonde affliction que dominera le reste de ma vie. EUe sera m6* 
16€ de bie& tendresr et chers souvenirs pour les trente-quatre ann^es 
de la plus douce chaine qui ezista peut-dtre jamais, et pour les dem- 
iers moments otL j'ai 6t6 combl6 de tSmoignages d'une incomparable 
affection. Je ne puis exprimer combien au milieu de tant de vicis- 
situdes et de distractions, j'ai 6t6 constamment heurenz par ce senti- 
ment toujours tendre, noble, gen^reuz, toujours associS aux int6rto 
qui animaient mon existence. Offrez a madame Masclet I'expres- 
sion de mon attachement et de ma reconnaissance : voos connaissez 
mon amiti6 poiur vous, mon cher Masclet; je vous embrasse de toot 
mon ccBur. LAFATBrm*' 
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pressed by Don Pedro in his young aid-de-camp. La- 
&yette's thoughts naturally wandered back to the period 
of his first campaigns, which he, too, had performed on 
a foreign soil, in aid of an oppressed people, and he 
could not but perceive, with a feeling of gratification, 
that his grandson was following in his own steps, and 
imitating his example. 

M. Jules de Lasteyrie had volunteered to serve as 
aid-de-camp to Don Pedro, at the period of the expedi- 
tion undertaken to liberate Portugal firom the yoke of 
Don Miguel. At the siege of Oporto he was wounded 
by a ball in the leg, and the heat of the climate, added 
to the privations and fatigues which he underwent on 
that memorable occasion, brought on a violent opthal* 
mia, which had wellnigh cost him his sight As soon 
as Madame de Lasteyrie was acquainted with the crit- 
ical position of her scni, she set out for Portugal, and 
was fortunate enough to bring him back to Paris with- 
out accident. Nothing could equal La&yette's solici- 
tude for his grandson during the latter's illness. When 
not by his side, he pressed me with questions on his 
situation, the probable issue of his malady, the period 
of his recovery, and the medical treatment which he 
had undergone in Portugal. He felt the utmost pleas- 
ure when I informed him, that at Oporto, " his dear 
Jules" had been under the care of Dr. Queimado, 
and my firiend. Dr. Delajrnay, surgeons-in-chief to the 
queen's army, and that the efficacious measures adopt- 
ed by my medical brethren had preserved his sight, 
which would otherwise have been infallibly lost 

One day, La&yette spoke to us, in the most touching 
manner, of the happiness felt by the son of Count de S6- 
goii (General PhUip de S^gur,) at the period of the first 
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volution, when he had an opportunity of devoting the 
first fruits of his literary labours to the assistance of his 
father, who was then under a sentence of proscription. 
I asked him which of the two, under such circum- 
stances, must, in his opinion, have been the happier — 
the father, or the son. "The question," repli^ he, 
" is, and will probably ever remain, undecided, for each 
of the two pretends to have had the greater share of 
happiness on his side." I was already acquainted with 
this fact, which had been related to me by the venera- 
ble Count de S6gur, a few months before his decease. I 
had the regret to witness the death of that excellent 
man. He expired in the arms of his son, who had at 
(ended him on his death-bed with the tenderest care. 
During the latter years of his life he went out but little, 
on account of the indifferent state of his health ; but he 
received at his own house, and with a kindness and af- 
lability which seemed inexhaustible, personages the 
most distinguished for rank, talent, and mental acquire- 
ments. His children and relatives treated him with 
the most tender and respectful homage. Few individ- 
uals have been more generally or more justly regretted 
than CJount de S6gur. Lafayette often visited him. I 
shall never forget one of his dinners, at which I met 
four general officers, who had fought for the independ- 
ence of America — Messrs. De S6gur, Lafayette, Charles 
Laureth, and Matthieu Dumas. The conversation 
turned principally on the different events of a war which 
had been so fertile in traits of cour^ige and heroism, and 
it was enlivened by a variety of pleasant anecdotes, re- 
lated with no less naivete than delicacy. 

Lafayette had a sincere admiration for Madame de 
S^gufs virtues, and often took pleasure in speaking to 

4 
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xne of her and of her husband, and in quoting facts that 
did honour to their memory. Madame de S^gur, who 
was almost deprived of sight, was, nevertheless, the or- 
nament of her husband's house, and he himself might 
have been termed the last of the notabiUties of the 
elevated and spiritual society of Paris. 

They who knew Lafayette, were attracted towards 
him by an irresistible charm, more difficult to be ex- 
plained than felt, which could be accounted for on no 
principle of physiology, but which I think might have 
been called, the charm of virtue. Near him, every- 
body sought light, support, and consolation, or a refuge 
from the ills of Ufe. On his side, he speedily sympa- 
thized with those who had any elevation of soul ; and 
fcr this reason, few could boast as many sincere and 
devoted friends. Let those who dreaded to approach 
La&yette, or to confide in him when acquainted with' 
him, search their own hearts, and there theytdll prob- 
ably find a weak point, that will explain to them the 
motive of their apprehension, or of their distrust. 

Real friends are made, not by wit or understanding, 
but by the qualities of the heart. It is not, therefore, 
always among persons of extreme brilliancy of mind 
that we must seek friends, who are more frequently to 
be found among those less gifted with intellectual pow- 
ers. It too frequently happens, that the mind receives 
its development at the expense of the soul. In such 
cases, it may be said, that the powers of life converge 
towards the head to aid the development of the intel- 
lect, and abandon the heart, which thus stagnates and 
withers. On the other hand, an excess of goodness, by 
attracting every thing within its reach, seems occasion- 
ally opposed to the development of the mind. It must 
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not, however, be concluded from these general obsenra* 
tions, that the qualities of the mind and those of the 
heart are incompatible with each other, or always be- 
come developed in an inverse proportion. On the con- 
trary, when found together in the same individual, they 
constitute, by their noble harmony, the really superior 
man — ^the man who can best discharge the duties of 
friendship, who can best feel its charms, and kindle a 
feeling of them within the breasts of others. Such a* 
man was Lafayette. He sincerely loved his friends, 
nd his demonstrations of kindness were proportionate 
to the sentiments which he felt for them. According 
to the degi-ee of his intimacy with a friend, he cordially 
squeezed his hand, or pressed him warmly in his arms, 
especially when he saw him after an absence, which al- 
ways appeared to him too long. He was much more 
occupied with the interests of his friends than with his 
own. If they were sick, he incessantly inquired about 
their situation, and visited them, for the purpose of en- 
couraging and consoling them. If their distance from 
him prevented his visiting them, he wrote to them, and 
his interest in their behalf never cooled, under any cir- 
cumstances of their existence. 

The following passage is extracted from a letter 
which he wrote to Masclet on the 7th April, 1813 : — 
^ The Russian campaign has been particularly fetal to 
me. You have, no doubt, shared my regret for the loss 
of my dear Louis Romeux — a misfortune which I shall 
never cease to deplore. We have also lost my nephew, 
Alfred Noailles, to whom I was attached by so many 
feelings and recollections. Victor Tracy has been taken 
prisoner, as well as my poor friend Boinville, who was 
obliged to undergo the amputatSm of all his toes. My 
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cousin, Octave S6gur, was taken prisoner from the com- 
mencement of the campaign. I wish that Boinville had 
been so before the retreat You will sympathize with 
the misfortunes of the poor Grammonts, who have just 
lost a daughter-in-law, worthy of all their tenderness." 

Some years ago, Lafayette instructed me to choose 
for him some surgical instruments, which he wished to 
present to President Jefferson^ at the period of his last 
illness. When I handed to him the box containing 
them, he thanked me with his usual kindness, and add- 
ed — "What think you of my friend's health? His 
situation causes me the greatest anxiety. Why can I 
not send him in this box, not orily the instruments whidi 
he requires, but your experience and your guiding 
hand ?" At that period, he little foresaw that one day 
he himself would be attacked with a similar affection, 
and that all my care would be ineffectual to preserve 
his life 1 

Lafayette was extremely intimate with the minister 
of the United States in Paris, Mr. Brown, whom I at- 
tended, some years since, for a rheumatic affection, from 
which he was reUeved only by vigorous medical treat- 
ment, and the use of the mineral waters of Aix. Every 
time that 1 saw Lafayette, he inquired after his friend. 
*' I fear," said he to me one day, ^^ that Paris is not as 
&vourable to Mr. Brown's health as to our friendship, 
which the influence of chmate is unabi§ to change." 

Lafayette had a high regard for Ytrfor JacquenuKit, 
who has just been carried oS in the prime life, from 
science and friendship, after performing through the 
Himalayan mountains a long and dangerous journey, 
which had exhausted his strength. La&yette received 
him at Lagrange, where he treated him as one of his 
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own children, during the progress of a debilitating mal* 
ady with which he was attacked, a few years before his 
departure. Distance and separation had not lessened^ 
the gratitude felt by poor Jacquemont for the general's 
kindness, and he never missed an opportunity of testi- 
iying the feeling. In March, 1831, a banquet was of- 
fered to him at Lahore, at which M. Allard, general-in- 
chief of Runjet-Sing's cavalry, and some other French- 
men, were present. " After the dessert," wrote he to his 
father, " I for one instant forgot my frugal regimen, to 
drink General Lafayette's health in a glass of Cham- 
pagne ; and the fact was singular enough at Lahore." 
Lafayette was deeply afflicted on learning the death of 
his young friend, and hastened to condole with his Ei- 
ther, with whom he was on terms of intimacy. After 
the revolution of 1830, Lafayette gave numerous proofii 
of his active humanity for a number of the wounded, 
and among others, for M. Levasseur, his secretary and 
friend. M. Levasseur had accompanied La&yette on 
his last voyage to America, a narrative of which he has 
since published. In the attack upon the Louvre, in the 
revolution of 1830, this brave young man received a 
ball on the foot, which broke the bones of the tarsus. 
I considered it improper to attempt amputation : the 
most serious symptoms displayed themselves, and for 
the five-and-twenty or thirty days during which they 
lasted, the patient's life was in imminent danger. La- 
fayette visited M. Levasseur in the confined garret to 
which he had been conveyed after the engagement, and 
the atmosphere of which, heated by the rays of a burn- 
ing sun, scarcely permitted him to breathe. He con- 
soled his aged father, and kept up his hope. It was a 
melancholy sight to see the latter a gray-haired old 
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Bian, whom death had spared on the field of battle, 
throwing himself at our feet, and with clasped hands, 
and cries of despair, entreating us to preserve his son's 
life. The patient, who was full of courage and resolu- 
tion, endured without a murmur the painful operations 
which his wounds rendered necessary, and I had the 
happiness of seeing him restored to health and to his 
country. He is now French consul at Trieste. 

Two years ago, on my arrival from Italy, I brought 
Lafeyette news of his friend Masclet, who was then 
French consul at Nice. "Masclet," said he, *'is a 
most excellent man ; he loves me sincerely, and I shall 
never forget his persevering efforts to rescue me, at the 
hazard of his life, from the prisons of Olmutz." Some 
months after my return, he was informed of the violent 
death of Madame Masclet, occasioned by a fall from a 
carriage. The first thing which he said to me on the 
subject was : — " Poor Masclet must be very wretched : 
he has just lost an admirable wife : it would be far bet- 
ter for him that he had died." Towards the end of last 
November, I transmitted to Lafayette a letter from our 
friend Mademoiselle d'Herville, in which she informed 
him, in the language of the bitterest grief, of the death 
of Masclet, whose last words had been for him. The 
news occasioned him the deepest affliction, and he af- 
terward said to me — "Mademoiselle d'Herville is a 
person as distinguished for her excellent heart as for 
her talents. I sincerely pity her, and sympathize in her 
affliction. She has within a short time received the 
last sigh of three men,* whose old firiendship was dear 
to me. She has need of consolation : I will write to 

* Gohier, Lethidre, Masclet. 
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her." He accordingly addressed to her the following 
letter : — 

" I am deeply affected, my dear young lady, with the 
regret felt by us in conmion for the loss which we have 
to deplore, and with the touching manner in which you 
describe the cruel event. You are aware of the friend- 
ship entertained for me during so many years by that 
excellent man Masclet, and of his numerous claims 
upon my gratitude. All that his attention and ability 
have effected for us during our captivity, is beyond 
expression. In the midst of 'my affliction, it is consola- 
tory to reflect, that when he heaved his last sigh, he 
W21S near you, who were so worthy to receive it. I 
await the moment when we can speak of him together, 
and of other friends whose existence you have embel- 
lished, and the pang of whose departure you have 
soothed. Your kind letter, of the value of which I am 
so sensible, was long in reaching me. We have suf- 
fered other sorrows too, and especially the loss of Au- 
gustin Perrier, the father-in-law to my granddaughter, 
Natalie Lafayette. A friend of more than fifty years 
standing, M. de Pougens, has just expired, like poor 
Augustin, of a sudden and violent fit of apoplexy. I 
preserve a lively recollection of my acquaintance with 
you, and a strong desire to increase it by all the tender 
sentiments of friendship, the cordial expression of which 

I beg you to accept. 

"Lafayette."* 



* The following is the original : — 

" Je sais p6n6tr6, ma ch^re demoiselle, de nos regrets commims 
poor la perte que nous d^plorons et de la manidre si touchante dont 
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Mademmselle d'Herville has had the kindness to 
place at my disposal the correspondence between La- 
fayette and Masclet, which I have already consulted, 
and to which I shall again be indebted in the course of 
my letters. The notes which she has confided to me, 
will mainly enable me to acquaint you with the relsr 
tions existing between these two men, who were so 
worthy of each other by their unalterable friendship. 



▼ons me peignez ce crael gyenement. Vous sa^ez quel ami cet 
-excellent Masclet fat pour moi depais tant d'annSes et quels droits 
il avait a ma plus tend re reconnaissance. Tout ce que ses soins et 
ses talents ont fait pour nous, pendant notre captivity, est au-dessus 
de toute expression. J'aime a penser dans mon affliction, qa'il a •!! 
la consolation de rendre son dernier soupri pr^ de vous qui ^tiez si 
digne de le recueillir. J'attends le moment oiUnous pourrons parler 
ensemble de lui et des autres amis dont vous aviez embelli la vie et 
adouci la mort. Votre lettre si bonne et dont je sens si vivement 
tout le prix, a 6t6 long-temps a me parvenir. Nous avons en d'aatres 
tribulations etnomm6ment la perte d'Augustin Perrier, beau-pdre de 
ma petite fiUe Natalie Lafayette. Un ami de plus de cinquante 
ann6es, M. de Pougens vient de perir comme le pauvre Augustin 
d'un coup d'apoplexie foudroyante. Je conserve un bien doux sou- 
venir de mes rapports avec vous et un grand desir de les multiplier 
par tous les tendres sentiments de I'amitid dont je vous prie d'ao* 
cepter la bien cordiale expression. 

" Lafatetti.*' 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 46 



LETTER IV. 

Paris, September 11, 1884. 

In order that you may correctly appreciate the friend- 
ship that existed between Lafayette and Masclet, permit 
me, sir, to furnish you with a succinct account of the 
principal facts connected with the arrest, captivity, and 
deUverance of the victims of Olmutz. 

After the fall of the constitutional throne, (10th 
August, 1792,) Lafayette, proscribed by the National 
Assembly, was obliged to quit the army and the coun- 
try. On the 19th August he passed the French frontier 
with Generals Latour Maubourg and Bureaux de Pusy, 
the latter an officer of engineers. All three had been 
members of the Constituent Assembly. He bad also 
brought with him about twenty officers, who would 
have been persecuted had they remained with the army 
after his departure. Alexander Lameth, his colleague 
at the last mentioned assembly, and who was also pro- 
scribed, proceeded to join him. He was arrested with 
Lafayette, but fell sick, and obtained his liberty when 
the other prisoners were transferred from Magdebourg 
to Olmutz. In the environs of Rochefort, which was 
neutral ground, they met with a patrol of Austrian 
Hussars. M. de Pusy was sent to the commanding 
officer of thie detachment to inform him that his friends 
and himself, being proscribed in France, wished to seek 
an asylum in a neutral territory ; that their intention 
was to embark for the United States, and that, in virtue 
of the law of nations, they claimed the right to pass 
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freely. The officer of hussars paid no attention to their 
demand ; and, in spite of their protest, they were de- 
tained prisoners. Some weeks afterward, those who 
were not members of the Constituent Assembly, were 
set at liberty, and the rest conducted to Luxembourg, 
to Wezel on the Rhine, and thence transferred in a cart 
to the prisons of Magdebourg, next to those of Neiss, 
and finally to Olmutz. The regard due to the position 
of refugees, so religiously observed by the people of 
antiquity, was thus violated by the cabinet oif Vienna, 
with respect to these unhappy exiles, as it was at a 
later period by the British cabinet, in the case of Na- 
poleon. 

As soon as the news of Lafayette's arrest became 
known, your countrymen felt the liveliest interest in 
the position of a man who had devoted himself to their 
cause ; and, with one common accord, they took the 
most active measures to obtain his release. The Amer- 
ican government, through the medium of its ambassa- 
dor, Mr. Pinkney, kept up an unremitting negotiation 
with Lord Grenville in London. In 1793, Mr. Marshall 
was sent by the President of the United States to the 
King of Prussia, but his application foiled; and, in 
1794, when the prisoners were transferred into Austria, 
the American ambassador. Jay, was equally unsuccess- 
ful. President Washington himself wrote a pressing 
letter to the emperor, entreating him to permit Lafay- 
ette to retire to America, on such conditions as it might 
jdease his majesty to dictate. The court of Vienna 
was inexorable. Mr. Morris, formerly ambassador 
from the United States, was unable even to transmit to 
Madame La&yette a letter, inquiring after her health 
and that of the prisoners. The Americans had offered 
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any sum that might be exacted, for Lafiiyette's ransom, 
and had remitted large sums for that purpose to two of 
his aids-de-camp in London ; but for five years their 
official applications, their private solicitations, remain^ 
unheard, and their secret attempts were bafSied. 

Joseph Masclet, of whom I am about to speak, a 
man of noble disposition and rare merit, was bom at 
Douai. His £ither, who was by no means favoured 
with fortune's gifts, had nine children, whom he found 
some difficulty in educating. Joseph, the eldest of the 
fiimily, was placed in Douai College, where he soon 
distinguished himself, and obtained a bourse* for the 
Ck)llege of Louis le Grand, in Paris. It was at the lat- 
ter institution that he became possessed of the attain- 
ments which rendered him one of the most learned 
men of his time. He was acquainted with almost 
every language, ancient and modem. He was an 
excellent Greek scholar, and deeply imbued with a 
taste for the beauties of antiquity. Unfortunately, the 
revolution and the emigration diverted him from the 
career of literature for which he was intended by na- 
ture. He had just terminated his long and arduous 
studies, when the revolution broke out. Guided only 
by the patriotic feelings of impetuous youth, he deter- 
mined upon embracing the life of a soldier, and became 
aid-de-camp to the Count de Valence. His political 
opinions, though ardent, were governed by prudence ; 
and in consequence of this circumstance, a &natic of 
the day surnamed him the warmest of moderate pea- 



* Bourse. A privilege granted by the government to a certain 
number of pupils, whereby they enjoy the advantage of receiving a 
grataitons education. 
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pie. His principles, to which he ever remained firm, 
attached him, at a later period, to La&iyette. 

During the reign of terror, Masclet was at Strasbourg, 
with his general and the Duke d'Aiguilon. One of his 
friends wrote to inform him that he was proscribed, 
and recommended him to make his escape as speedily 
as possible. To save his life, he went over to England, 
where he met with M. de Talle3rrand, and several other 
emigrants of distinction. M. de Talle3rrand, who had 
formed the design of proceeding to America, expressed 
a wish to be accompanied thither by Masclet, and the 
latter was about to consent to the proposal, ^(hen he 
became acquainted with Madame Zornlin, a widow 
lady, whose maiden name was Wilson, and married 
her in four months after their first interview. This 
union altered his intention as to travelling, and induced 
him to remain in England during the stormy period of 
the French revolution. It was at that period that he 
undertook the task of liberating the prisoners of 01- 
mutz. 

Masclet was not personally acquainted with Lafiiy- 
ette, and had never even seen him ; but he shared his 
political principles and admired his virtues. He was 
indignant at the perfidious conduct of a government 
which, contrary to the rights of nations and the laws of 
humanity, detained such a man a prisoner, and still 
more indignant against his own country, which per- 
mitted such an action, or rather, forgot the most vir- 
tuous of her citizens. Having retired with his wife to 
a country-seat near London, he constantly wrote against 
the detention of Lafayette, and published his numerous 
articles in the Morning Chronicle^ and in the Dutch 
and Hamburgh journals. He had adopted the Greek 
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name of Eleuthere, (freeman,) with which he signed 
his writings in favour of Lafayette. No difficulty, no 
danger, couTd deter him in the pursuit of this virtuous, 
patriotic undertaking. He connected himself with the 
opposition members of the British Parliament, and aslso- 
ciated in his plans for Lafayette's deliverance the friends 
in whom he reposed most confidence. He made the 
people of England speak out in reprobation of FranoB, 
who was indifferent to the unjust captivity of the first 
of her citizens, and of his noble family, who had buried 
themselves along with him in the dungeons of Olmutz. 
Masclet, who, as I have just observed, had obtained the 
assistance of active and intelligent agents, ended by es- 
tablishing a correspondence with the prisoners, which, 
though not regular, acquainted him with their situation, 
their mode of life, and the ill treatment to which they 
were subject. He was informed of the steps taken by 
them to obtain justice, and of the denials of that justice, 
which were always founded on sophistical reasoning, 
when their tyrants condescended to give a reason for 
their refusals. They declared that " Lafayette's exist- 
ence was incompatible with the safety of the present 
^governments of Europe." Austria could allege no 
other motive for her unjustifiable conduct. 

Throughout his long and perilous undertaking, Mas- 
clet was inspired merely by humanity, justice, and su- 
perior reason. The undertaking was really perilous ; 
for Austria, exasperated at finding no supporter in the 
British Parliament, and at seeing herself unmasked be- 
fore the eyes of Europe, which was gradually roused to 
indignation by the scenes of Olmutz, had s^it several 
emissaries to London to discover the Eleuthere who 
braved her anger, reiterated his complaints, assumed 

5 
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every form, and multiplied himself, as it were, to obtain 
the justice which he demanded in the name of the 
rights of nations and of humanity. But the efforts of 
the Austrian cabinet were ineffectual to discover Eleu- 
there. To justify her act, Austria endeavoured to per- 
suade Europe of the kindness with which she treated 
her victims, and she accordingly pubUshed a manifesto, 
enumerating her humane proceedings towards them* 
Masclet published a vigorous refutation of the manifesto, 
and revealed the whole truth, stating the different cir- 
cumstances, which you will find in Creneral Latour 
Maubourg's narrative, transcribed at the end of my let- 
ter. The refutation was supported by a letter from M, 
de Noailles, a relative of Madame Lafayette. 

In 1795, Barth^lemy, who was then ambassador 
from France to Switzerland, had also made pressing 
applications to the ministers of foreign powers, in favour 
of the prisoners, and had been seconded by De Witt, 
the minister of the Batavian republic at B^le. The 
most distinguished opposition members in England, 
Fox, Wilberforce, Sheridan, and at their head General 
Fitzpatrick, supported by General Tarleton, who had 
fought against Lafayette in Virginia, pleaded forcibly, • 
and struggled courageously against the Pitt ministry, 
and the calunmiators of Lafayette, and of his compan- 
ions in misfortune. They were seconded by the publi- 
cations of Masclet, isind by those of the most illustrious 
writers in Germany. It was on the 16th December, 
1796, that Greneral Fitzpatrick, in the English House 
of Gonmions, made, in favour of the prisoners of Olmutz, 
that eloquent speech which produced so much sensa* 
tion in Europe, and which terminated in the following 
i](x>tion: — ^<<That an humble address be presented to 
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his majesty, to represent to his majesty, that it appears 
to this House, that the detention of General La&yette, 
Bureaux de Pusy, and Latour Maubourg, in the prison 
of his majesty's ally, the Emperor of Germany, is high- 
ly injurious to his imperial majesty, and to the common 
cause of the allies ; and humbly to implore his majesty 
to intercede, in such manner as to his wisdom shall 
seem most proper, for the deUrerance of these unfortu* 
nate persons." 

Immediately after his entrance into the citadel of Ol- 
mutz, Lafayette had been apprized, that he would no 
longer be allowed to quit his dungeon ; that he was 
separated from the entire world ; that he would hear 
neither from his fiimily, nor from his companions in 
captivity ; that even his name would remain unknown 
in the prison, and that in future, in the reports forward- 
ed respecting him to the court of Vienna, he would be 
designated only by an appointed number. Madame 
Lafayette was at that time detained in the prisons of 
Paris. She had seen her grandmother, Madame de No- 
allies, her mother, the Duchess d'Ayen, and her sister, 
the Viscountess de Noailles, perish on thd scalSbld ; and 
but for the death of Robespierre, she would herself have 
shared the fete of her unfortunate relatives. Scarcely 
had life and liberty been restored to her, when she con- 
fided her son George to the care of General Washing- 
ton, and, provided with American passports, set out un- 
der the name of Mbtier, with her two daughters, for 
Germany. On arriving at Vienna, she obtained from the 
emperor, not her husband's liberty, but permission for 
herself and her two young ladies to share his dungeon. 
Before she reached' the citadel, she was obliged to 
divest herself of all that she had brought to assuage tho 
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wretched condition of La&yette, and was apprized, that 
she diould neyer be allowed to quit the prisons of Ol- 
muts. Her health soon became enfeebled by the suffer- 
ings and {»riyations of every kind which she endured. 
She demanded permission to proceed to Vienna for the 
benefit of medical advice, but was told, that if she quit- 
ted her husband, she could not again be permitted to 
see him. In a letter, couched in the most energetic 
and&gnified terms, she declared herself resigned to die, 
as she was resolved to share the captivity of her hus- 
band to the latest hour of her existence. 

Lafayette's escape seemed impossible. A Hanove- 
rian, Dr. Boll man, and an American, named Francis 
K. Huger, by their noble self-devotion, and their heroic 
attempt to effect his release — ^an attempt which unfor- 
tunately failed — had already given proof of the influ- 
ence exercised over generous minds, by the misfortunes 
of a great man, and of all that courage can risk for his 
liberation.* While France writhed under the reign of 
terror and anarchy, her leading men were little disposed 
to make an effort on behalf of the victims to liberty and 
l^al order ; but when tranquillity was in some mea* 
aure restored, public opinion was displayed with renew- 
ed energy in &vour of the prisoners. In public assem- 
blages, in private conversations, and in the journals of 
th^ period, the complaints made against the detention 
of the French at Olmutz, were loud and reiterated. 
Our generals on the Rhine, and particularly Hoche, who 
eommanded the army of the Sambre and Meuse, had 
on their side, and on more than one occasion, remon- 
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strated against the detention of Lafayette. At last, 
when Bonaparte was enabled to negotiate in the tone 
of a conqueror, for preliminaries of peace at LeobeUi 
he, of his own accord, demanded the liberation of the 
prisoners, and shortly afterward received a formal or- 
der to do so from the Executive Directory. General 
Clarke, in his interviews at Turin with the envoys of 
the court of Vienna, had already urged the applications 
of France on this subject. The French govemment| 
aware of the inefficiency of these first steps, pressed for 
the deliverance of the prisoners by repeated decrees, and 
in despatches from the minister of foreign relations, in- 
structed its plenipotentiaries to observe to the cabinet 
of Vienna, that " the time had, at length, arrived for a 
categorical explanation ; that the prolonged detention 
of the prisoners of Olmutz, after the promise of their en- 
largement, naturally led to a suspicion, that the court 
of Vienna believed in the possibility, and even the pro- 
bability, of a rupture ; that the speedy liberation of the 
prisoners was the most unequivocal pledge which his 
imperial majesty could give to the French republic, of 
his desire to bring to a happy issue, a negotiation that 
essentially interested the welfare of both nations, and 
the tranquillity of Europe." 

The same steps were continued after the 18th Fruc- 
tidor. Barras was one of the Directors, whose letters 
were the most pressing on the subject of the liberation 
demanded by the whole of France. Towards the end 
of July, 1797, the court of Vienna sent General, the 
Marquis de Chasteler, to Olmutz, to offer their liberty to 
the prisoners on the part of the emperor, but on con- 
ditions which all three refused, on the 25th of the 
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same month. The following was Lafityette's declara 
tion: — 

"OlmutZi July 26b 1797. 

« The commission with which the Marquis de Chas- 
teler is intrusted, appears to me to reduce itself *to three 
points. 1st. His imperial majesty wishes to have a 
statement of our situation at Olmutz. I am disposed to 
present no complaint to him. Several details will be 
fi>und in my wife's letters, transmitted or sent back by 
the Austrian government ; and should his imperial ma- 
jesty not consider it sufficient to re-read the instructions 
sent from Vienna in his name, I will willingly furnish 
the Marquis de Chasteler with all the information he 
may desire. 2dly. His majesty the emperor wishes 
to be assure^, tliat immediately after my Uberation, I 
shall set out for America. That intention I have often 
expressed ; but as an answer would, under present cir- 
cumstances, appear like an acknowledgment of the right 
to impose on me such a condition, I think it inexpedient 
to comply with the demand. 3dly. His majesty the 
emperor and king has done me the honour to an- 
nounce to me, that as the principles which I profess are 
incompatible with the safely of the Austrian govern- 
ment, he cannot consent to my return to his states, 
without his special permission. There are certain du- 
ties, the fulfilment of which I cannot decline. I have 
some towards the United States, I have others towards 
France — ^I cannot, under any circumstances, shrink from 
the performance of those which I owe to my coimtry. 
. With this reservation, I can assure General, the Mar- 
quis de Chastder, of my fixed determination never to sei 
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foot inlny state, subject to his imperial majesty the King 
of Bohemia and Hungary. " Lafayette."* 

And yet Lafayette had been languishing for five 
years in a prison, in a state between life and death I 
He had lost all his hair, and had several times nearly 
&llen a victim to fevers of the worst description. If 
sufferings and privations of every kind, — if the damp* 
ness of his dungeon, and the infectious air which he 
breathed, had deeply impaired his constitution — these 



Olmutz, 25 Jmllet, 1797. 

* " La commission doDt M. le marqais de Ghasteler est charge, me 
parait se r6duire a trois points. 

" V* Sa Majesty Imperiale souhaite faire constater notre situation 
& Olmutz. Je sois dispose a ne lui porter aucune plainte. On trou- 
yera plosieurs d6tails dans les lettres de ma femme transmises on 
renvoy^es par le gouvemement aatrichien ; et s*il ne suffit pas hstL 
Majesty Imperiale de relire les instructions envoy^es de Vienna en 
son nom, je donnerai volontiers a M. le marquis de Cbasteler les 
renseignements qu'il pent desirer. 

"2<* Sa Majesty TEmpereur voudrait 6tre assur6 qu'imm6diate- 
ment apr^ ma d^livrance, je partirai pour TAm^rique : c'est une in- 
tention que j'ai soavent manifest^e ; mais comme dans le moment 
actuel, une reponse semblerait reconnaitre le droit de m'imposer cette 
condition, je ne pense pas qu*il me convienne de satisfaire a cette 
demande. 

" 3® Sa Majest6 ramperenr et Roi m'a fait Phonneur de me sig* 
nifier, que lesprincipes qiie je prof esse etant incampeUibles avec la siir^U 
du gouvemement autruA.ienj elle ne veut pas que je puisse rentrei 
dans ses Etats sans sa permission sp6ciale. II est des devoirs auz* 
quels je ne puis me soustraire : j*en ai envers les Etats-TJnis, j'en ai 
sortout envers la France, et je ne dois d6roger en quoi que ce soU 
MIX droits de ma patrie sur ma personne ; lices exceptions prte, je 
puis, assurer M. le g6n6ral marquis de Chasteler que ma determina- 
tion invariable est de ne mettre le pied sur aucune terre soumise h 
Tobiissance de sa Majesty Imp6riale, le Roi de Bohdme et de Hongrie; 
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destructive causes had effected no change in his moral 
courage. Notwithstanding the gradual decline of his 
physical powers^ his soul seemed to have acquired 
greater force and energy to brave the persecutions of 
his jailers. In the midst of his misfortunes, he was 
never abandoned by his coolness or his presence of 
mind. Thus, when after his attempt to escape, he had 
been retaken and brought back to Olmutz, he was at 
first confined in a spacious apartment. Soon after- 
ward an officer requested him to pass into an adjoin- 
ing room. " For what purpose ?" asked Lafayette. 
" That your irons may be put on," replied the officer. 
"Yoiir emperor has not given you such an order," 
said the illustrious prisoner, in a tone of firmness and 
assurance. "Beware of doing more than he requires, 
and of displeasing him by exceeding his orders through 
an ill-timed zeal." Struck with this observation, tiie 
officer refiected, and insisted no further : and if Lafay- 
ette was spared the appalling and humiliating torture 
of being ironed during the remainder of his captivity, 
he was probably indebted for the exemption to his 
answer, which was an appeal both to the justice and 
to the severity of the emperor. Sometimes, too, he 
found means to beguile his sorrows with a jest. One 
day the officer on guard, who was present during his 
meal, and who saw him obliged to eat with his fingers, 
asked him if that mode was not new to him. " No," 
^ replied La&yette, coolly ; " I have seen it employed in 
America among the Iroquois." 

Louis de Romeuf, formerly aid-de-camp to Lafayette, 
arrived, after some difficulty, from the army at Vienna* 
He had been sent, by Generals Bonaparte and Clarke, 
to have a direct explanation with the Baron de Phugut| 
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the prime minister of Austria. After mach negotia* 
tion, the minister at last consented to the liberation of 
the prisoners, on condition, " that the American consol 
at Hambourg, would promise to do his utmost to 
engage them to quit the territory submitted to the im- 
perial jurisdiction, within ten days after their arrival at 
Hambourg, to which city they were to be escorted." 
Romeuf gave an account of his mission to GKsnerals 
Bonaparte and Clarke, and also to the Director Bar- 
th^lemy. He obtained the promise demanded from the 
American consul, and was at length enabled, after fresh 
difficulties, to announce that, on the 23d September, 
1797, Lafeyette and his -friends had been set at liberty. 
The prisoners passed through Germany to Hambourg, 
nnder the escort of an Austrian major, and were hand- 
ed over by the imperial minister to M. Parish, formerly 
consul for the United States. 

During these negotiations, Masclet had not remained 
idle, but had continued, by his writings and otherwise, 
to support, encourage, and stimulate the zeal of the 
defenders of Lafayette. The latter took the first op- 
portunity of addressing to him the following letter : — 

"TO CITIZEN ^LVTHERE, PARIS. 

** Wittmold, near Ploen, 9th Bmmairei year 6b 

^ How is it possible, my dear friend, that since the 
period of our deliverance, you have not yet received 
the homage of my gratitude, and the expression of my 
sincere friendship ? M*** must have explained to you 
that my delay in writing could have proceeded only 
from my hope of enjoying a happiness still greater. I 
am far from renouncing that happiness ; I have need 
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of it more than ever ; and I demand it from you with 
that feeling of confidence, which you have given me a 
right to express. I am not apprehensive of abusing 
that right, and it is gratifying to me to use it. I for- 
bear to speak of my obligations towards you, my dear 
firiend: the question relates to more than my own 
liberty and my own life, since my wife, -my daughters, 
my two friends, and our faithful domestics, have been 
resuscitated along with me. How many other obliga- 
tions, to which- my heart is incessantly alive, should I 
not still have to recapitulate, were I to endeavour now 
to portray my gratitude ? but it is inexpressible — inex- 
haustible — ^Uke your friendship ; and I should feel de- 
lighted to thank you, by pressing you to my heart. 

" You have had news of our deliverance, of our jour- 
ney, of our health : that of my wife in particular, is so 
bad, that we have been forced to stop in the nearest 
place of safety. To have embarked even for a short 
voyage, would have caused great injury to some of our 
party. Travelling by land after the first eight days 
would have been uncertain, and my wife would have 
been unable to bear it, without undergoing a degree of 
fatigue that would have been dangerous, in her ex- 
hausted situation. We, therefore, purpose to settle for 
some time in a very isolated retreat, between Kiel and 
Ploen. That territory is subject to the king of Den- 
mark, and his connexion with the republic will, I trust, 
prevent him firom molesting French citizens, whose 
principles may be displeasing to him, but whose only 
occupation will consist in the care of their health, and 
who, unfortunately, in their present position, can serve 
liberty only by their wishes. 

" You have, doubtless, been made acquainted with 



v 
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my opinion on the events of the 18th Pructidor, and I 
am aware that my opinion on that subject is not yours. 
Perhaps mine is influenced by my profound contempt 
for the counter revolutionists, and by some regret at not 
having gone out at a moment when liberty of opinion 
and a bad tone of society would, it is said, have author- 
ized a republican declaration. But I cannot deceive 
myself, on the nature of the measures that have been 
taken ; on the constitution that has been sworn, and 
which, by the way, is infinitely better than that which 
I was to haTe defended ; on the personal characters of 
several of the proscribed parties ; on the declaration of 
rights, which, waiving all considerations of an author's 
self-love, shall always form the rule of my opinions and 
conduct ; — finally, on the principle, in which I have 
been confirmed by experience, that liberty can and 
ought to be assisted only by means worthy of her. If 
I deceived myself in my disapprobation of these meas- 
ures, the feult is not mine ; I have been enabled to form 
a judgment on them only by means of some apologies 
and public papers ; and in frankly laying before you the 
sentiments of the most republican heart that ever exist- 
ed, I most ardently desire to hear from you the reasons 
which have induced so sincere and so enlightened a 
patriot as yourself to form a different opinion. 

" Our first act of liberty at Hambourg, was an act of 
respect to the representative of the republic, an account 
of which he must have forwarded to the government. 
We have written to Bonaparte in the midst of his tri- 
umphs, and to Clarke in the midst of his reverses, for 
both have considerable claims upon our gratitude. But, 
as it appears to us that the official tribute ought to be 
addressed to the minister of foreign relations, the first 
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organ of the government, in taking the steps which 
have released us from captivity and deaths we have 
written to Talleyrand, as the natural depository of our 
acknowledgments, as the individual to whom we owe 
an account of our existence in a foreign country, and 
as joining to his ministerial claims that which he pos- 
sesses upon our personal gratitude. We trust that by 
these three steps taken by us at Hambourg, in Italy, 
and in Paris, we have fulfilled all suitable duties and 
formalities. The pleasure of our deliverance is aug- 
mented beyond measure, by the idea that we owe it to 
the triumphs of the republic, to the kind feelings of our 
fellow-citizens, and to the zeal of our best friends, 
among whom you are acquainted with one whose abil- 
ities are as superior as his heart is excellent — one for 
whom I feel the most affectionate regard — ^whom I ar- 
dently long to embrace — to whom I have a thousand 
things to say, and a thousand questions to put, and 
whom I shall cordially cherish till my latest breath. 

" Lafayette."* 



• " The following is the original :— 

AU CITOYEN £lEUTHERE, A PARIS. 

Wittmold, pr^s Ploen, 9 BnimaiFe, an 8. 

" Comment est-il possible, mon cher ami, qae depois le temps de 
Aotre d^livrance vous n'ayez pas encore re^a Phommage de ma re* 
oonnaissance et les expressions dema tendre amiti61 M*** Yoas 
aura expliqu6 les causes de ce retard ; ce ne pouvait ^tre que par 
I'fespoir d'nn bonhenr encore plus grand que je me privais de cehii 
de voas 6crire. Je suis loin d'y renoncer ; j'en ai un besoin plot 
pretsant que jamais, et je vous le demande avec ce sentiment de con- 
fiance auquel tous m'avez donn6 des droits dont je ne crains pas 
d*abuser, et dont il m'est bien doux de jouir. Je ne vous parle pas 
de mes obligations envers vons, mon cher ami; U s'agissait de ph» 
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Some time afterward, at the beginning of the year 
1798, Masclet set oat for Holstein, whither Tjs&yeita 



qae de ma propre Ubert6 et de ma propre vie, paisque ma £Bmnit^ 
mes fiUes, mes deux amis et nos fiddles domestiques oat 6t6 ressns- 
cit&s arec moL Glue d'autres obligations encore, sans cesse pr6- 
sentes i mon coeur, j*aurais k retracer, si j'essayais de voos peiadra 
ma Ywe gratitude! mais elle est inezprimaUe, elle est indpoifiable 
con me Totre amitid, et c'est en fous s'errant dans mes brat que 
j'aimerais a vous remercier. 

'* Vous avez eu des nouvelles de notre dfilirrance, de notre ^o|]^- 
age, de aos sant^s; leur mauvais 6tat, et surtout celle de ma femme, 
nous force a nous arr^ter dans le lieu de saret6 le plus proebaia. 
S'embarquer, mdme pour un court voyage, edt fait beaucoup de mal 
a uae partie de notre caravane ; voyager par terre apr^ les premiers 
huit jours, n'eiit pas 6t6 siir, et mafemme ne Taurait pas pu sansune 
fatigue dangereuse, car ses forces dtaient dpnis6es. Nous allona 
done nous Mablir pour quelque temps dans une retraite bien isol6e, 
entre Kiel et Plodn. Ce territoire est soumis au roi de Danemark, 
que ses rttpports avec la r^publique empdcheront, j'espdre, de mo- 
lester des citoyens fran9ais dont les principes ne peuvoit pas Ini 
plaire, mais dont I'nnique occupation sera de soigner leur 8ant6, et 
qui malheureusement, dans leur situation actuelle, ne peuvent <er- 
vir la liberty que par leurs voeux. 

" On vous aura mand6 mon opinion sur le 18 fructidor ; je sais que 
ce n'est pas la v6tre. Peut-dtre la mienne est-elle influenc^e par 
mon profond mepris pour les contre-r^volutionnaires, et par qnei- 
ques regrets de n'dtre pas sorti dans un moment ou la iibert6 des 
opinions, un mauvais ton de soci6t6, auraient autorise, dit-on, une 
declaration bien r^publicaine. Ma» je ne puis me tromper sor la 
nature des mesures qui ont €t& prises; sur la constitution jurfie^ el 
qui, soit dit en passant, vaut infiniment mieuz que celle que j'ai dA 
difendre ; sur les caraictdres personnels de plusienra dea proserits; 
sur la declaration des droits, qui, amour-propre d^ntear &part, sera 
toajoars la rdgle de mes opinions et de ma conduite \ ^fin sut ee 
|)rriaeipe dana leqnel je me suis confirm^ par Fexperience, que la 
liberty ne doit et ne peut dtre servie qae par des moyens digfiai 
d'elle. Si je me trompe dans ma disapprobation de cea mesares, ed 
n'est pas ma faute; je n'ai pu lea jnger que par quelqaes apolofiflt 
et papieis publics ; et en vous exposant francbement le sentiment 

6 
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had retired with his wife and two daughters. It was at 
a country house, near the little town of Plo§n, that 
these two men met for the first time. Language would 
be inadequate to describe the feelings of both on this 
conmiencement of an actual acquaintance, — on thus 
seeing and hearing each other after the events that had 
taken place. At the age of seventy-three, Masclet still 
wept when he spoke of the interview, which he called 
the happiest moment of his existence. He often de- 
clared—for he liked to talk of that moment— that while 
the meeting lasted, Lafayette kept his eyes intently and 
constantly fixed upon his countenance. A short time 



dn coBur le plas r^pablicaio qui fut jamais, je desire ardemment re- 
ceyoir de yods les raisons d'aprds lesquelles on patriote aussi sincere 
et aussi 6c]air6 que vous a juge difii^remment. 

" Notre premier acte de libert6 a Hamboarg fut un hommage an 
repr^seutant de la r6publique, dont il a dd rendre compte au gou- 
Temement. Nous avons 6crit a Booaparte triomphaut ec a Clarke 
malheureux, parceque tons deux ont de grands droits a notre recon- 
naissance. Mais comme il nous semble que le tribut officieldoit 6tre 
adress6 au ministre des relations ext^rieures, premier organe da 
gouYemement dans les d-marches qui nous ont arrach^s a la cap- 
tivit6 et k la mort, nous avons 6crit a Talleyrand, comme dtant le 
d6po6itaire naturel de nos remerciments, comme 6tant celui a qui 
nous devons compte de notre existence en pays Stranger, et comme 
joignant a ses litres minist^riels celui de nos obligations personoielles 
enyers lui, dont nos ccsurs sont p6n6tres. Nous croyons avoir rem- 
pli par ces trois d6marcfaes k Hamboarg, en Italic et a Pans, les de- 
voirs et les formes conyenables. Le plaisir de notre ddlivranoe est 
immens6ment nugment^ par Tidte que nous la devons aax triomphet 
de la r^pablique, k la bienyeiHance de nos concitoyens et an zdle de 
BOB chers amis, parmi lesqaels tous en connaissez an anssi habile 
qa'excellent, que j'aime de toate la tendresse de mon ccear, que }e 
brille d'embrasser, k qai j'ai mille et mille choses & dire et k de- 
muiderf et que ]e chftrirai jasqa'& mon dernier soapir. 
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after the acquaintance had been formed, La&yette 
wrote the following letter to Masclet : — 

" I regret your absence, my dear Masclet, still more 
keenly than I desired to know you. The happiness of 
your acquaintance has surpassed even the impatience 
which I felt to see you. My heart is gratified with the 
idea that you quitted us with reluctance : it will follow 
you everywhere, and I hope you will not forget the 
rendezvous in Holland. Louis takes our packets to 
you : I am going to chat with him on the road from 
Ploen, and I will write to you by the opportunity that 
will shortly occur. George would refuse to fold my 
note, unless I spoke to you about him. Adieu, my dear 
friend ; 1 love and embrace you most cordially. 18th 
Ventose, year 6, (March 8, 1798.) " Lafayette."* 

Lafeyette's friendship for Masclet was not cooled by 
time. Thirty years after his liberation, he said to the 
latter, in one of his letters — " I have written to Victor 
Maubourg, my dear Eleuthere, with the same feeling as 
if my letter had been dated from Olmutz thirty years 
ago, and each subsequent year has but strengthened my 
attachment for you." 



* The following is the original : — 

" Je vous regrette encore plas vivement que je ne votis desirais, 
mon cher Masclet ; le bonheur de vous connaitre a surpass^ encore 
rimpatience qae j'avais de tous voir. Mon cgbut jooit de Tid^ que 
vous nous avez quittes avec peine ; il vous suivra par-tout, et j'es» 
pdre qde yous n^oublierez pas le rendez-vons de HoUande. Louis 
vous porte nos paqqets ; je vais caaser avec lui sur la route de Plofin ; 
je vous 6crirai par Toccasion que nous allons avoir. Ckorges refuse- 
rait de plier mon billet, si je ne vous parlaispas de lui. Adieu, mon 
cher ami ; je vous aime et vous embrasse de tout mon cosur. Ce 18 
ventose an VL (8 Mars, 1798.) " LAriTBTTB." 
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'nie minutes of Masclet's letters, correspondence, de- 
mands, applications, and protests on behalf of La&yette 
— ^minutes which 1 have perused — are so numerous, that 
to read them with attention, would occupy more than a 
month. After contributing so powerfully to the deliv- 
erance of Lafayette, Masclet continued, with unabated 
zeal^ to occupy himself with the interests of his il- 
lustrious friend, against whom France was still closed. 
He was again obliged to exert himself to obtain the 
removal of the sequestration put upon the property of 
Lafayette, who was unable to return to France be- 
fore the end of 1799. 

Afler La^yette's liberation, Masclet entered into the 
administrative career, and devoted himself with zeal 
to the welfare and the wants of mankind, as has been 
proved by his agricultural labours, and by his im- 
provements in political economy, in every coimtry in 
which he resided ; and especially at Cosne and Douai, 
where he for a length of time held the situation of sub- 
prefect. In Edinburgh, he had been named a citizen 
of Scotland. After the revolution of 1830, he was ap« 
pointed French consul at Nice, where he died on the 
7th October, 1833, at the age of seventy-three. 

Both Masclet and Lafayette were united till their 
deaths, by ties of indissoluble friendship. A few hours 
before he expired, Masclet spoke with the tenderest 
rc^;ard of Lafayette, who, during his last illness, fre- 
(piently pronounced his friend's name. It would be 
difficult to say whether the man, who was capable of 
feeling such a friendship, or the man who was worthy 
to inspire it, was the more to be admired. 

After his liberation, La&yette, thoiigh in a foreign 
country, was nevertheless actively occupied with the 
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fate of his friends and companions in misfortune ; of 
whom he invariably thought, before himself, in the 
steps taken by him, and in the applications addressed 
hy him, to the then existing government. Soon after 
he had forwarded one of those appUcations to the di- 
rectory, he wrote a^follows to Masclet : — 

" I should be inexpressibly gratified, if the directory 
would decide upon my demand presented by ^drienne, 
and would either admit, that the companions of my 
departure could not but follow their general-in-chief, 
who alone was responsible, or else erase their nameo 
quietly from the proscribed list, should that course 
seem preferable. As to myself, they might again pro- 
claim me^— I will not say as an emigrant, for that would 
be too absurd, — but as a proscribed individual. They 
might accuse, and even condenm me ; subjecting me 
to all the rigours of the nineteenth fructidor,* but at the 
same time tolerating me in the Batavian territory.''t 
In many of his letters to MSbclet and other friendS| 
Lafayette expresses the same wishes. 

On the 20th Pluvidse, year VIII,t the first consul 



• Year V, (5th September, 1797.) 

t The following is the original:— 

" Ce qui me causerait one satisfaction inexprimable, c'est que le 
directoire, stataant sur ma demande prSsent6e par Adrienne, yonliU 
bien reconnaitre que les compagnons de mon depart ne purent s'em- 
pdcher de suivre le g6n6ral en chef, seul responsable, ou yonldt biea 
les rayer a petit bruit, s'il Taime mieux, tandis que moi, je serais de 
nouveau proclame, je ne dirai pas emigre, car c'est trop bdte, mais 
proscrit, accuse, condamn^ m6me^ et soumis a toutes les rigueurs da 
19 fructidor, en me toUrant n^anmoins sur le territoire batave." . 

1 9th February, 1806. 

6* 
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ordered the French army to wear mourning in honour 
of the memory of General Washington, one of the most 
illustrious founders of American liberty. Fontanes 
pronounced an eulogium on that great man, on the 
altar of the temple of Mars ;* and yet in his speech, 
remarkable as it was for eloquence,^and the expression 
of elevated sentiments, he ventured not to pronounce 
the name of Lafayette, though inseparable from that of 
Washington ! George Lafayette, who had but recently 
quitted the American geueral^ was in France at that 
period, and had the mortification to find that he was 
not invited even to witness the solemnity, intended to 
honour the memory of the man whose home had been 
his asylum, and who had guided his in&nt steps during 
his Other's captivity at Olmutz ! YtThen Lafayette was 
at length enaUed to revisit his country, he retired to 
Lagrange, where he indulged in the taste for agricuU 
ture, which he had first imbibed during his stay in 
Holstein and Holland. 

Permit me now to &y a few words on Lafayette's 
two companions in captivity. You will perceive thai 
they were worthy to share his misfortunes, and that, 
subsequently to their liberation, the friendship which 
united them in adversity, was but strengthened witE 
years. La&yette had the regret to witness their deaths, 
and the sorrow which he felt at their loss, abandoned 
him only in the grave. 

General Latour Maubourg, the eldest and dearest of 
Lafayette's firiends, was constantly associated with him 
during the revolution, and, at the separation of the 



* The church of Hdtel des In?alidea. 
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Constituent Assembly, served as camp-mardial with 
the array which he commanded. He followed La&y- 
^te nfter the 10th August, 1792, was taken prisoner 
along with him, and would never allow those interested 
in his &te, to take the slightest step on his behalf, that 
might have disunited his cause from that of his friend, 
with whom he remained five years in captivity, and 
separated firom his #ife and six children. In concert 
wiih Lafayette and Bureaux de Pusy, he refused to 
sign an unconditional promise not to return to Austria, 
as he made a special reserve in favour of the rights 
which France had upon his person — a reserve that pro- 
longed his detention by two months. The following 
was his declaration : — '' Greneral Chasteler, in acquaint- 
ing me with his imperial majesty's intention of restor- 
ing me to liberty, having added, that he is instructed to 
demand of me in writing, — 1st, if my detention has 
been aggravated by private ill treatment, or if my com- 
plaints referred merely to the inconveniences insepara- 
ble from state prisons ; 2d, to what point I intended to 
direct my steps on obtaining my release ; 3d, an en- 
gagement not to return to the states of his imperial 
majesty without his express permission : 

'^ Without admitting that the Austrian government 
has any legitimate authority over my person ; without 
acknowledging the right claimed by that government 
over unarmed French subjects, utterly unconnected 
with the affairs of the provinces by which its sway is 
recognised, I have thought proper to declare, and I do 
hereby declare, — 

^' 1st, That I have received no ill treatment, either in 
word or deed, from the persons appointed to act as my 
guards ; and that such persons could not have inflicted 
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on me soch ill treatment with impunity. But I add 
that^ with the exception of the captain at present doing 
duty in the state prisons, the greater part of the officers 
who have filled his post, have discharged their duty 
with a degree of grossness and carelessness ; the nat- 
ural effect of which has been to expose the prisoners to 
privations of every kind : and as, from the period of 
Gteneral Spleny's arrival, those A&cers have been sub- 
jected to Uttle control, or perhaps have received orders 
to observe the line of conduct adopted by them, it re- 
sults that, from the month of October, 1794, the period 
of General Arco's arrival, to the month of January, 
1797, when the Count de Mac-H6licot was attached to 
this service, I was exposed to a degree of neglect and 
absolute privation, which excited even the count's sur- 
prise, and which he has since repaired, as far as was 
compatible with his instructions. 

^ I am unable to determine, whether the treatment that 
I have experienced for the last three years, is conforma- 
ble to the code of state prisons, with which I am unac- 
quainted. But what has transpired with respect to the 
regime of the Bastille, so justly held up to execration — 
what I have read in the public journals, during my de- 
tention in Prussia, on the subject of the regime adopted 
in the French prisons, under the barbarous reign of the 
Marats and Robespierres of the time — even my rigorous 
captivity in Prussia — ^had not prepared me, when in the 
power of a prince, whose humanity and virtues have 
been so emphatically eulogized, to undergo an excess of 
severity, which I should have believed impracticable, 
but for the lengthened and cruel experience which has 
convinced me of the contrary. 

" 2dly. As soon as I shall obtaui my enlargement, my 
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inteitioa is to proceed to Hambouigy wbeMfyliAutll 
await such news from my fiimily^ as may enafalB me-to 
adopt a decisive res(dutioo, and where I shall remaiOi 
till my impaired health may he sufficiently recovered, 
to enable me to carry that resolution into effect. 

'' 3dly. I here renew with pleasure the engagement 
which I have so often made with myself, never to tra- 
vel, reside, and still less to establish myself, in the h^ 
reditary states of his imperial majesty. Nevertheless, 
a thousand circumstances may prevent the execution of 
my intention of proceeding to the United States of North 
America ; and to deprive the Austrian government of 
all pretext for treating me a second time as a prisoner 
of statey for having fulfilled the duties of a good Qtizen,'^ 
I consider it necessary to make an exception to this en- 
gagement, and I do hereby make a formal exception, in 
fevour of the very improbable case, in which the ser- 
vice of the country that I may have been obliged to 
quit, and that will always be dear to me — or the inter- 
ests of the country which I may have chosen, and which 
may have sheltered me, shall impose on me the imperi- 
ous necessity of infringing my engagement. 

"Latour Maubourg.^ 

''Olmutx, July 96^ 179T/' 

When Latour Maubourg recovered his liberty, at the 
peace of Campo Formio, he as well as Lafayette settled 
with his numerous family in Holstein, and returned to 
France, after the 18th Brumaire, year VIII.* He was 
a member of the senate, and afterward a peer of France, 
and always sat among the liberal opposition in the up- 
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* November 9, 1799. 
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per chamber. He died, May 28, 1831, of an inflamma- 
tion on the chest. M. de Maubourg had two brothers ; 
General Latour Maubourg, formerly Governor-com- 
mandant of the Invalids ; and M. Charles Latour Mau- 
bourg, who married the eldest of the Mademoiselles 
Lafayette. 

Bureaux de Pusy, who was a distinguished officer of 
engineers before the revolution, was one of the deputies of 
the Constituent Assembly, over which he presided when 
the king was received there on the 4th February, 1790. 
He had a considerable share in the division of France 
into departments, and also contributed to the new or- 
ganization of the army, and to the framing of the mili- 
tary code* In pursuance of the decree depriving the 
members of the assembly of all claim to promotion, he 
joined Lafayette's army, simply as a captain of engi- 
neers, and in 1792, was intrusted by him with a mis- 
sion to Marshal Luckner. Having been denounced by 
the jacobins, he was summoned to the bar of the legis- 
lative assembly, in the month of July, in the same year, 
when he confounded his accusers, and those of Lafity- 
ette, in a speech equally remarkable for its eloquence 
and its boldness. After the 10th August, 1792, he quit- 
ted France. He had been recently married, and was 
on the point of being blessed with offepring, when he 
was arrested, with his two friends, in whose captivity 
and sufferings he shared. I no^r proceed to transcribe 
the declaration made by him in the prisons of Olmutz : 

" General, the Marquis de Chasteler, having called 
upon me, in the name of his imperial majesty the king 
of Bohemia and Hungary, to state the subjects of com- 
plaint that I may have either against the individuals 
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appointed to act as my guards, or against the rigours of 
imprisonment, whioh 1 may have suffered in addition to 
that occasioned by the necessity of securing my person ; 
I answer, that being ignorant of the amount of the pre- 
cautions and the severities judged necessary by the court 
of Vienna to ensure the detention of a prisoner of istate, 
I caii reply to the questions addressed to me only by mak- 
ing a fiiithful report of the hardships that I ha^e found 
most galling, in the treatment which I have received, since 
my stay here. I accordingly declare, that from the 18th 
May, 1794, to the present period, I have not been per- 
mitted, for a single instant, to quit the chamber in which 
I was confined on my arrival ; that being deprived at 
any other exercise than what may be taken in that 
chamber, I have enjoyed only as much fr^sh air as I 
have been able to breathe across the double grating 
with which my window is furnished, and that most fre- 
quently the noxious and unwholesome quality of that 
air, renders it a punishment rather than a relief. I de- 
clare, that out of a small number of books which I 
brought with me, about twelve volumes have been taken 
from me, on the ground that their contents were suspi- 
cious ; that I have beeti deprived of nearly the same 
number of maps, most of them relating to America ; and 
of all the -letters from my family, which I received in 
Prussia, through the government of that country, and 
that none of these objects have been restored to me. I de- 
clare, that during the first fourteen months of my deten- 
tion at Olmut2, 1 was permitted neither to hear from, nor 
to transmit any proof of my own existence to my rela- 
tives, whd^ t knew, were in the power of the jacobins in 
France, and who were compromised, because they had 
the misfortune Co belong to me. I declare, that a ser- 
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vmnty whom on quitting Luxembourg for Wesel I was 
aMowed without any demand on my part to take with 
me, was separated from me, on my arrival at Olmutz ; 
that I again saw him only six weeks afterward, and then 
iHit for a few minutes ; that I afterward saw him every 
fortnight, for nearly an hour each time, and, finally, 
that for the last twenty-one months, he has daily passed 
three hours in succession in my chamber. I declare, 
that I have been constantly denied the use of pens, ink, 
paper, pencils, compasses, and other instruments of that 
description, and that for eight months, from the end of 
November, 1794, to the end of July, 1796, 1 have been 
deprived even of a slate, which served me for my calcula- 
tions and mathematical studies. I declare, that I have 
been deprived of a number of the most ordinary, and the 
most indispensable conveniences of life, such as watch, 
scissors, razor% knife and fork, &c. I declare, that for 
several months, I have suffered from the wretched state 
of roy clothes. To say the truth, I have abstained from 
applying for any, not because I suspected the govern- 
ment of wishing to refuse me necessaries, but in the first 
place, because my clothes spoke for themselves, and in 
the next place, because I preferred our privation to a 
humiliating discussion, such as I had been obliged to 
enter into, on the only occasion when I touqhed upon 
the question with the oficer, who then acted as my 
guard — ^Major Shermack, a man of harsh and coarse 
disposition, incapable of appreciating the simplest atten- 
tions due to men of delicacy, whose pride is always in 
proportion to their misfortunes. I declare, that with the 
exception of the said Major Shermack, I have no conoh 
plaint to make against the different officers with whom, 
in successiim, I have been brought into contact, and, 
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moreover, that I seize this opportunity of publicly testi- 
fying my gratitude to Count MacElligot, at present 
charged with the police of the prison in which I am de- 
tained, for the polite attention which has invariably 
characteriEed his proceedings towards me. 

" The Marquis de Chasteler having besides informed 
me that the cessation of my imprisonment depends 
upon a previous engagement on my part, never tp 
return to the states of his imperial majesty without 
his express permission ; I declare that I joyfully enter 
into an engagement, not only never to set foot in 
any of the states of his imperial majesty the king of Bo- 
hemia and Hungary, but never even to solicit per- 
mission to do so ; but at the same time, I expressly ex- 
cept from this engagement a case of military service, in 
the event of a war between his imperial majesty and 
any power which may afford me an asylum: for I 
neither can nor will, on any account, dishonour myself, 
by placing it out of my power to fulfil the first duty of 
a citizen towards the state which may extend to me the 
protection attached to that title. 

" Bureaux de Pusy. 

" Oimutz, July 25tli, 179T." 

After the recovery of his liberty. Bureaux de Pusy 
remained for some time at Hambourg, and in Holland, 
and then proceeded to the United States, whence he re- 
turned only after the 18th Brumaire, year VIII.* He 
became in succession, prefect of the department of the 
AUier and the Rhone, and the city of Lyons preserves 
agratefiil recollection of his administration. The ter- 
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rifory of Genoa having been united to France, he was 
a&at as prefect to that city, where his conciliatory tal- 
ents were of the greatest service. A revolt, which might 
have been attended with the most serious consequences, 
was appeased by his influence alone. The journey 
which he took on that occasion greatly injured his 
health, which had already been much impaired, and he 
died in 1807. 



LETTER OF GENERAL LATOITR MAUBOURG, WRITTEN 

FROM OLMUTZ. 

<< My letter having through some mistake remained 
in my hands longer than I expected, I shall endeavour, 
my dear friend, to turn the delay to account, by attempt* 
ing to give you a precise idea of our situation, and I 
shall annex a plan of our abode, executed very badlyj 
but yet as correctly as possible without the necessary 
instruments. In all the dungeons you will t<abQark a 
piece of furniture not generally placed in beddnuDDibers 
and as we take our meals between this piece of furni- 
ture and the bed, you may conclude that we seldom 
or never stir beyond our doors, and that the genius of 
the imperial administration has thought of every thing 
that can render our seclusion absolute. Do not sup- 
pose that I have made a mistake in lodging the domes- 
tic from Paris in two chambers which are large, hand- 
some, and the best in the enclosure, while General and 
Madame Lafeiyette have but two small cells, their 
daughters but a narrow doghole, with a single wretch- 
ed bed ; and while Pusy and myself, in addition to the 
common inconveniences, have those attached to the 
neighbourhood of the guard-house and of the privies, 
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the dampness of which is such, that the wall touching 
them is covered with saltpetre. Nothing can be more 
correct than my description of these arrangementSi 
which afford a proof, for the thousandth time, of a fixed 
and connected plan to harass us even in the sUghtest 
matters. 

" sanation of the prisons. — The buDding compos- 
ing the prisons is an ancient convent of Jesuits, trans- 
formed into an immense barrack. The dungeons^ 
which are vaulted above and below, have a southerly 
aspect. They are on a level with the corridor, whieh 
is itself on a level with a large square court surrounded 
with lofty buildings, and from which there is no-other 
issue than a large vault, the door of which is closed 
after the beating of the tattoo, and under which is star 
tioned, night and day, a guard of thirty or forty men, 
whose principal duty is to allow no persons ingress or 
egreai^- without compeUing them to undergo a scrupu- 
lous examination. Towards the south, the dungeons 
areas high as the first stor)'', and the windows look 
upon a terrace or sort of elevated rampart, at the bot- 
tom of which commences a meadow that descends with 
a gentle slope to one arm of the Morawa, which flows 
at the distance of about a hundred paces from us. Af- 
ter this river, the ground rises for about three hundred 
paces, and terminates in works for the defence of the 
town, in the interior of which is a causeway, and an 
exercise-ground for the garrison, and beyond which 
runs the Morawa. The whole of this space between 
us and the first works is filled with wooden magazines, 
in which gunpowder and other objects relative to artil- 
lery ar^ constantly deposited. There are also two 
guard-houses which command a view of us, and fur- 
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nish several sentries, whose orders are, not only to ob- 
serve us, but to keep a strict watch over our two senti- 
nels stationed inside, upon the terrace. 

"This elevated position at one extremity of the 
town, exposed to the south, and commanding a view of 
the country, ought to be agreeable, airy, and salubrious, 
but you will presently judge if this promise has been 
fulfilled. The waters with which we are surrounded 
furnish, in addition to a multitude of flies that are ex- 
tremely troublesome, frequent fogs which occasion dan- 
gerous fevers, and to which the town of Olmutz owes 
its reputation for unwholesomeness. Besides, the arm 
of the river nearest to us, has appeared from its sunken 
position so &vourable for receiving and carrying off 
the filth of the town, that all the gutters meet at that 
point, first passing beneath our windows, with open- 
ings from distance to distance, which, being negli- 
gently covered with a deal plank, always emit an in- 
sufferable stench, and which, when left entirely open at 
certain periods, on account of the men at work in them, 
exhale a mephitic vapour which is absolutely pestilen- 
tial. The morning and evening air by no means dissi- 
pate these noxious vapours, because the houses of the 
town, extending on the right and left in formof a semi- 
circle, allow us to breathe only the air of the south, 
which in summer is scorching, in winter impetuous, 
and which drives towards us all the impurities collect- 
ed on its way, as it were, into a funnel, whence there is 
no issue. I must add, that our nearest neighbours are^ 
the military hospital on the right, and the civil hospital 
on the left ; from the latter, however, we are separated 
by one or two canons' houses, the gardens of which 
join our terrace, closed on that side only by a partition 
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of planks. Opposite to the entrance of our barrack, orf 
the other side of the street, there is another, filled with 
soldiers like this. 

" Furniture. Our prisons, without excepting even 
that of the ladies, are furnislied with a sorry bed, with* 
out curtains, two deal tables, two chairs, a range of 
wooden pegs, a wardrobe, and a stove, which is lighted 
on the outside. As on our arrival we had a^umber of 
effects and books, an addition was made to this general 
furniture, to accommodate La&yette, Pusy, and mysel£ 
This addition consisted of a deal chest of drawers, with- 
out a lock, and some shelves for our books. The draw- 
ers might at present be removed, for every thing that 
we brought is in "rags, and nothing has been replaced. 

If you measure the plan by the scale which I have 
annexed to it, you will perceive that the external walla 
are six feet, and the separation walls four feet thick, 
and that both are built with the solidity which charac< 
teriases the works of the monks of every country in the 
world. The aperture of the windows, which is four 
feet in breadth and eight in height, opens in four divi- 
sions, the upper ones being shut by a padlock, so that 
air is adniitted only by an opening four feet square ; and 
that opening is still further obstructed by a double iron 
grating, the bars of which form meshes of about six 
inches, and the latter, as they do not correspond, render 
it impossible for those on the outside to distinguish our 
features. The doors are double : the first is shut with 
a single lock only ; but that which opens on the corri- 
dor, and which is two inches thick, shuts in thg coiddle 
with a lock, and above and below with two enormous 
padlocks. The whole are opened at eight o'clock in 
die morning for break&st, at half past eleven for din- 
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€ier, at two o'clock for the removal of the plates, dishes, 
&c., and half an hour before night for supper. Pusy'is 
servant and mine dine along with us, but for two years 
La&yette has not seen his. You will observe that 
Mademoiselles Lafayette are confined in a separate 
part of the building, a quarter of an hour before the 
arrival of supper. They are thus forced either not to 
sup at all, or to sup too soon ; and the days, which 
begin to shorten, oblige them to quit their parents a 
little sooner every day, so that, before long, they must 
remain during eighteen hours in solitude, by way of 
doing penance for the happiness of remaining with 
their father for five or six hours. Last winter they 
remained in his apartment till nine o'clock, but the 
court, no doubt, thought the indulgence too great. 
When the inclemency of the season renders it neces- 
sary to warm the guard-houses, the prisons are also 
warmed. Fires are lighted twice in the twenty-four 
hours, at five o'clock in the morning and at four in the 
evening. If the fires burns badly, or go out altogether, 
which not unfrequently happens, so much the worse 
for the prisoners. 

" Guards and surveillance. The surveillance and 
command-in-chief of the guard are confided to thie 
major of the plaice and to a lieutenant of the garrison, 
who, once intrusted with this commission, perform no 
other duty, and can be changed only on account of 
sickness, or to march in case of war. The major is 
permanent. The lieutenant is always chosen with 
great pare, so that the prisoners can scarcely hope to 
obtain from him any essential services ; but we have 
had several who, in trifling matters^ were tolerably 
obliging and polite. The lieutenant at present on 
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duty, might be reckoned the coarsest of human be- 
ings but for his major, who, in brutality, surpasses 
his comrades the jailers, the negro drivers in the An- 
tilles^ and the slave drivers in Constantinople. Under 
these two amiable chiefs is an old corporal, decorated 
with the title of pr€vot^ very stupid and very timorous, 
butt also very covetous. Such is the staff of this bas- 
tille ; to which might be added, the very dirty soldier 
who is specially intrusted with the task of bringing us 
our meals and sweeping the corridors, and who has no 
other duty to perform. 

" The interior guard is composed of thirty picked 
men, commanded by two corporals. They relieve each 
other every two days, so that there are always fifteen 
and a corporal on duty. The guard furnishes five 
sentinels day and night, — three in the corridor and two 
on the terrace, — ^who are ordered to attend to every 
thing that we do, to give an account of the same imme- 
diately, and to reply to none of the questions that we 
might venture to address to them. Those on the ter- 
race are particularly charged to summon the corporal 
immediately, should we speak from the windorar to our 
neighbours. Poor Felix, who was caught in the very 
act of so doing, was immediately put upon bread and 
water, and, for three months, his windows remained 
closed. No individual, whoever he may be, unless on 
duty, is permitted to enter the corridor, the door of 
which can be opened only by the sentinel stationed on 
the inside. The doors of the prisoners are opened only 
at stated hours, and in presence of one of the two offi- 
cersi, who is obliged, each time, to obtain the enormous 
bunch of keys firom the commandant^neral, and to 
return them to him himself. If^ during these intervalSi 
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one of the prisoners were attacked with a cotip de sang^ 
a hemorrhage, or any other accident requiring immedi- 
ate assistance, the unfortunate man must perish. The 
prisoners are served only in succession, so that two 
prisons are never open at a time. During this cere- 
mony, the guard is under arms and in service-order, 
inside the corridor, in front of the door opening on»the 
court, but which remains closed. The sentinel nearest 
to the prisoner in whose apartment the service is being 
performed, places himself in front of the door, his fire- 
lock across the opening, while another soldier, with a 
drawn sabre in his right hand, holds the door with his 
left. While the meal is being placed on the table, the 
officer and the pr6vot remain in the chamber, examine 
if every thing is in its usual place, and particularly in- 
spect the stove and the grating of the window. This 
visit takes place four times daily. I know not where 
the soldiers sleep when not on guard, but it must be 
somewhere near us, since a respite of twenty-four 
hours from duty does not liberate them from their 
surveillance, and because, should any accident happen, 
they wotild be just as responsible for it as their coo^ 
rades on duty. By way of compensation for this pain- 
ful and constant attention, they, as well as the two cor- 
porals, the pr^vot, &c., receive double pay. In addition 
to these precautions, orders are given with respect to 
us, at the guard-house in the court of the barrack, and 
at the two others in the works opposite to our windows; 
and, moreover, the soldiers lodged in the barrack, 
some of whom occupyy the chambers above us, are 
assured of a recompense, should they denounce any 
omission or negligence on the part of our sentries. 
The meadow under our terrace, and which, on ordi* 
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nary occasions, is a walk, and even a convenient and 
well-frequented passage, is forbidden to all who are not 
obliged to be there on military duty ; as, for instance, 
the artillery officers and soldiers. Our dim lamps are 
lighted at the hour of supper, and must be extinguished 
at nine o'clock, in order that we may have plenty of 
time to calculate the length of the winter nights ; and, 
since our arrival, we have been deprived of the matches 
which were at first given to us, to enable us to procure a 
Ught in case of indisposition. 

" Regimen, ^c. Hitherto you perceive that we have 
had none of the conveniences promised by the emperor 
to Madame La&yette. It is probably a great honour to 
be his majesty's guest, particularly in a prison — ^but the 
thing is really no laughing matter. It must be admit- 
ted, however, that at the hour of our meals we excite 
the envy of our hungry jailers of every degree, although 
to us those hours are the most disgusting in the whole 
day. The breakfast is of chocolate, or coffee with milk, 
at the prisoner's option, and both are execrable, as you 
may well imagine, when you are informed that they 
are made by a vivandiire, in a low canteen, into which 
the soldiers from the barrack enter at pleasure, and 
where their whole time is spent in smoking. It thus 
happens, that every thing eaten by us is impregnated 
with a strong savour of tobacco, and we are even for- 
tunate when we do not find large pieces of that weed 
in what is given to us. Our dinner is served up in 
deep dishes of delf, all of the same shape and size. I 
know not if the ladies (who paying their own expenses 
may ask, I believe, for what they wish) find any differ- 
ence in the alimentary regime, but they can certainly 
discover none with regard to the article of cleanliness, 
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as every thing comes from the kitchen of the same vi- 
vandiere, whose execrable ragouts, rancid butter, and 
spices, I might forgive, were she herself less dirty. To 
heap the measure of disgust, every thing, meat, soup, 
vegetables, fricassees, must be eaten with a pewter spoon, 
without knife or fork, and had we not brought napkins 
along with us, some fragments of which still remain, 
the sleeves of our coats must have served us for that 
purpose. At first, our wine and water were served up 
each in a bottle, and we drank out of glasses. This 
was an indulgence, of which, at the time, we were not 
fully sensible, but the loss of which we have regretted 
ever since ; for the mere purpose of vexing us, two jugs 
of cylindrical form have been substituted, each holding 
about half a bottle. They are brought to us full, one 
of coarse flat red wine, the other of dirty water, and we 
must drink out of both, because, as it was explained to 
me, " the emperor chooses it." You will conceive the 
disgust inspired by these jugs, when I add, that when 
removed from our chambers, they are placed in the 
windows of the corridor, where they are exposed to in- 
sects, dust, tobacco smoke, and what is still worse, left 
for the use of the soldiers, who drink out of them, and 
perform their ablutions in them. They are cleaned 
only at stated periods, at the beginning and in the mid- 
dle of each month, with a wisp of straw. 

"From all these details, my dear friends, you will 
perceive that, as a relief from our vexations, which are 
the more annoying as they have not even the semblance 
of utility, and to diminish the tedious length of the days, 
we have no other resource than reading, to which we 
consequently devote much of our time. But as the &• 
vour done to us, of lending us books, has been subject 
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to much vicissitude, I shdl resume this history from the 
first day of our arrival. You have been apprised, that 
we were deprived of our watches, razors, silver covers, 
and of all oar trifling conveniences, even to the knives 
that served us to take off the powder. In Silesia we 
had been allowed the use of paper, pen, and ink, but at 
the mention of this circumstance, our jailers were great- 
ly scandalized, and they bestowed an abundance of con* 
temptuous epithets on the want of intelligence displayed 
by the Prussians in tormenting their victims. We might 
have certified, that the Prussians were tolerable adepts 
in the niceties of the trade, but we still hoped to pique 
our jailers on the point of honour. This hope vanish- 
ed, when we were deprived even of the letters which 
we had received from our relatives and friends, and 
when we were informed that we were separated from 
the rest of the world, that we must forget our own names, 
and recollect only our numbers, and that we should 
never hear each other spoken of — a promise which was 
but too well fulfilled, and the execution of which was 
occasionally baffled only by the zeal and intelligence of 
Felix and Jules, who are the agents of our communica- 
tions. This first operation terminated, our books were 
next inspected. Every work printed subsequently to 
/ 1789 was, as a matter of course, pfoscribed, even to the 
' Imitation of Jesus Christ.' With regard to more an- 
cient works, ' Paine's Common Sense,' and ^ Rous* 
seau's Social Contract,' were first seized, and the pro- 
scription was natural enough, as the conduct of our 
jailers was a direct violation of the principles of those 
two publications. Helvetius was confiscated, because, 
as they asserted, his works had spoiled the heart of the 
Emperor Joseph 11. The commandant having opened 
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an abridgment of the history of Greece, fell in the 
course of a very few lines upon the words liberty' and 
< republic', and nothing that I could say, was allowed to 
save the volume : it was irrevocably lost to us, as well 
as a number of others, for reasons equally important. 
Finally, at the expiration of three weeks, the minister, 
to whom a proces verbal of our installation in prison 
had been forwarded, issued an order to deprive me of 
the * Liaisons Dangereuses^^ a romance, written by 
Laclos, and the ^ Observations sur VERstoire de FrancCj 
by Mably, neither of which works have the slightest 
reference to the revolution. So deeply conversant are 
all these inquisitors with the literature of France, that 
they have left me the * Histoire Philosophique et Po- 
litique of the Abb6 Raynal, a work full of bold passages 
and liberal reflections. You may easily imagine, that 
they have made similar blunders with my tWQ friends. 
At the expiration of a few days, a list of French books 
belonging to a public library was brought to us, and I 
was likewise furnished with the catalc^ue of a book- 
seller, who lent out German works. Of this privilege I 
was allowed to avail myself only for four months, and 
during that time, I could never procure any new work, 
nor any of those written by M. d'Archenoltz, which I 
alwajrs noted at the head of my list. As to the French 
books, you are aware that most of them are worth but 
little ; but the library of which I have spoken, can boast 
the possession of the Encyclopedia, Bayle, the complete 
works of Vpltaire, Rousseau, and Montesquieu. All 
these we have already perused, and we are now read- 
ing them again. The whole of the Encyclopedia has 
passed through our hands : its most interesting divisions 
we have entirely finished, so that this precious resource 
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is daily losing its value. During the winter which fol- 
lowed Lafayette's escape, we were whoUy abandoned to 
the melancholy ideas excited in us by the ill success of 
hi& attempt. I was at that period deprived altogether 
of Oermdn books, and in the French catalogue I mark- 
ed about thirty volumes. The * Letters of Patin,' for 
which I had not asked, were brought to me, and during 
the whole winter, I could obtain no other books than 
those two volumes, which might perhaps be still in my 
possession, but for the illness of the major, and the death 
of General Arco, who ordered, or at least, authorized 
these petty vexations. 

" You ask how we are dressed ? — Like beggars; that 
is to say, in rags, sincq our worn out clothes have noC 
been replaced. Lafayette, however, wanted breeches, 
and I have been informed that a tailor was ordered, 
without taking his measure, to make a large pair of 
trousers for him, and a waistcoat of coarse serge, at the 
same time informing him that cloth was too dear for 
him ; I believe that the garment alluded to was pur^ 
posely made in such a manner as to prevent him from 
wearing it, and that Madame Lafayette supplied the de- 
ficiency, by purchasing cloth on some pretext or other. 
In the articles of shoes and stockings, he is strangdy 
provided, for those which he wears. Mademoiselle Anas- 
tasie was obliged to make with her own iair hands, 
out of the stuff of an old coat. For my own part, I 
wear a waistcoat and nankin trousers made at Nievelle, 
and you may therefore judge of the state of maturity at 
which they have arrived. Were I to make my appear- 
ance in the street, any charitable soul would offer me 
alms. Three months ago, however, I was supplied 
with new shoes. The old ones had been soled and le- 
8 
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soled thirteen times, and for the new ones I was in- 
debted merely lo the obstinacy of the cobbler, who found 
it tttteily imposinUe to perform the operation for the four-^ 
XB&sth time. While my shoes were being made, I was 
Obliged to remain in bed." 



LETTER V. 

Paris, September 2S, 1884. 

In reading General Latour Maubourg's letter on the 
prison of Olmutz-^a letter full of intelligence, elevation 
tf soul, and generous feelings for Lafayette and his 
£imily — ^you must have seen, sir, that the writer has 
upoken of two prisonets designated only by their bap- 
tismal names, Jules and Felix. I intended to add a note 
to acquaint you with their characters, but not having 
done so, 1 feel bound to repair an omission which might 
have consigned to oblivion the names of two men, 
whose conduct has been exemplary under the most try- 
ing circumstances. 

Jules Gruyeon, General Latour Maubourg's servant, 
voluntarily followed his master from prison to prison, 
and displayed the utmost devotion towards him, as well 
as the other prisoners, during the captivity inflicted on, 
them in common. He is still alive, and has established 
himself, I believe, as a limonadier, 

Felix Pontonnier was attached to La&yette as sec- 
retary, and was arrested along with him. He was then 
very young, as he had scarcely attained his 16th year. 
After his arrest, he was chained to look after the efS^cCs 
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of the prisoners, from whooa he was enftiiety sepaialed 
for several days. He was no longer guarded, and 
might have escaped; but he would have Uushed at 
such an act of weakness, and of his own accord h6 
joined Lafayette, to whom, during the whole o[ his cap- 
tivity, he gave every proof of attachment and devotion. 
His intelligence and ability were always at work, when.- 
ev^ any hope was presented of accomplishing his pro« 
tector's escape ; or when the rigours a! his captivity 
were to be assuaged. His inventive genius was con* 
atantly employed in discovering means of establishing 
a correspondence between the prisoners, in enabling 
them to acquaint each other with their respective situ- 
ations, to communicate their thoughts, to deceive their 
jailers, to send intelligence to their friends who were 
occupied with their deliverance, or to hear from them 
in return. He had composed a particular languagOi 
known only to himself and the rest of the prisoners ; 
he had also conceived the idea of a language made up 
of gestures, and of the various expressions of the coun- 
tenance, and the key to this lamguage was possessed by 
the prisoners alone. On some occasions, he whistled 
notes like a captive bird, with various modulations, 
which intimated to the prisoners all that they were in- 
terested in learning. His health was often seriously 
endangered, and once especially, on being surprised in 
the commission of some supposed offence, he was coor 
demned for three months to solitary imprisonment, in 
darkness the most profound, and allowed no other fidod 
during that period than black bread and water. Noth* 
ing could equal the devotion of Felix Pontonnier to the 
prisoners, except, perhaps, the gratitude that Lafayette 
^md bis children ever felt for this honourable and cour- 
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ageous individual. For many years he directed the 
agricultural labours at Lagrange with equal probity and 
success, and afterward estabUshed himself at Ponte- 
nay, (in the department of Seine et Mame,) where he 
is now collector of taxes. 

Tou must also recollect, sir, that in the same letter, 
Latour Maubourg speaks of a certain corporal decora- 
ted with the title of pr6v6t, and no less timorous than 
covetous. It has occurred to me, that you will not be 
sorry to make a more ample acquaintance with this in- 
dividual, for the melancholy part which he has played 
in the history of the victims of Olmutz, has transformed 
him from an obscure individual into an historical per- 
sonage. The whole time of Mademoiselle Anastasie 
La&yette was not employed in attending to her poor 
mother, or in making clothes, or shoes and stockings, 
for her father. In concert with her younger sister, she 
endeavoured to afford her parents every amusement 
that could relieve the sorrows of their situation. One 
day, she sketched a portrait of the corporal on her nail, 
in order that in case of a surprise, the drawing might 
not be seized, and to prevent the model himself from 
perceiving the sketch ; for you may well imagine, that 
the old fellow was not of a disposition to sit for his pic- 
ture at full length. Mademoiselle Lafayette transferred 
her sketch to a sheet of paper, and afterward, when 
she quitted the prison, made a copy of it, which is at 
present at Lagrange, near the door of her father's apart- 
ment. The following is a description of the old corpo- 
ral. He is represented in the act of opening the door 
of the prison which gives upon the corridor, and which 
is secured above and below with crossed bars provi- 
ded with padlocks. His half bald head is uncovered ; 
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his few remaining hairs are collected into a Uttb 
queue, which is ludicrously turned aside over hit 
shoulder ;* and he advances with the stealthy pace of 
a timid individual, who lends an attentive ear to soma 




lancied noise. In one hand he holds a bunch of large 
keys, one of which he directs mechaoically towards the 



* On ibii accoDDl, probablj, the piiaoners gave him the aleknsme 
of Cmla^uni, Hit tmI name tru Colomba. 
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lock ; in the other hand he holds one of those beaked 
lamps which are much used in Germany, and its dim- 
lig^t is reflected on his visage. A stick, which serves 
for self defence or the chastisement of offenders^ is at- 
tached to his wrist by a leathern strap ; his little three 
cornered hat is squeezed flat under his arm ; his sabre 
is fastened to his side by a girdle; his waistcoat, 
breeches, wide boots, and in fact, the whole of his attire, 
show that he is in undress; and his knees seem to 
bend, not so much under the weight of years as under 
the influence of cowardice. But enough of this poor 
devil, who like his general, has long since departed this 
life. The sketch which I have annexed will give but a 
faint idea of him, in comparison with the original por- 
trait, executed by a daughter who traced the features 
of her father's jailer. We must now return to Lafayette. 
In spite of the vicissitudes of his stormy and perse- 
cuted existence, Lafayette preserved all the mildness of 
his character. His temper was even, and in the inti- 
macy of private life, no man's acquaintance was safer 
or more full of amenity. On quitting him, his friends 
were always certain of again finding him the same. 
His domestics he treated with a degree of uniform 
kindness, which won their hearts. They were en- 
tirely devoted to him, and served him with a zeal 
which needed no stimulus. These feelings of kindness 
towards inferiors, which dignify him who puts them in 
practice, and which can lower him only in the estima- 
tion of the foolish or the vicious, were innate in Lafey- 
ette, and the fact will appear evident from the following 
anecdote ; — A short time before the revolution of 1789^ 
Lafayette was walking in the grand gallery of the 
Ch£tteau de Chavaniac^ in company with a gentleman 
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of his neighbourhood, with whom he entered into con- 
versation, on the subject of the future emancipation of 
the people of Auvergne. The discussion was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of the peasants of his farm, who 
proceeded to offer him some nosegays and cheeses, 
which they presented on bended knee in the attitude of 
deep submission and respect. '' Look there," said the 
gentleman ; " see how little disposed these peasants are 
to receive your boasted emancipation: depend upon 
it, they think but little of the matter." " Well, well," 
replied Lafayette ; " in a few years hence we shall see 
which of us is right." Some years afterward the revo- 
lution broke out ; the rights of the lord of the manor 
were abolished, and the gentleman was obliged to save 
himself by flight, from the fury of the peasantry. The 
latter continued to respect Lafayette, who had alwa3rs 
treated them as a father, and never as a master. 

I shall now proceed to lay before you, my recollec- 
tions of Lafayette's mode of thinking on matters relating 
to society in general: they may be found interesting 
both to the moralist and the philosopher. If, on cer- 
tain points, I have given an incorrect interpretation of 
his ideas or his feelings, the fault is mine, and I beg 
that you will set me right. You can easily do so, for, 
after all that I have said of his private life, you may 
have seen that Lafayette was perfectly consistent with 
himself, his opinions and his conduct having constantly 
been based on what was grand, just, and honourable. 
I will frankly admit that, as far as the application of his 
opinions is concerned, I did not, on every point, share 
those of the man for whose character I profess so much 
admiration. A number of ideas which are noble and 
generous in theory, may be practically inapplicable. 
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Thus it would be absurd to bestow on an old and 
worn out state of society, which seems &lling into ruin 
fiom excess of civilization, like fruit in a state of decom- 
position from excess of maturity, the institutions which 
are suitable for a young and new people, like that of 
America, whose civil and political existence commences 
with all the elements of civilization, and may take from 
them what is good, rejecting what is destructive or per- 
nicious. Such proceeding would be as ridiculous, as to 
apply to an old man's case, the rules of medicine or the 
remedies suitable for a child. In my opinion, worn out 
societies must be purified by the suppression of their 
abuses, by the eradication of their vices : they must 
thus be regenerated gradually, and, if possible, without 
any violent shock. This will prove the only mode of 
revivifying them, or at least of supporting them, till 
they have attained such a degree of improvement, as 
may enable them to support themselves. A really 
philosophic physician, who is sensible of the lofty mis- 
sion which he fills among mankind, and who is worthy 
of that mission, will not blindly follow the opinions, or 
espouse the passions, of the parties into which society is 
divided. He looks upon man as unconnected with the 
scenes of the great world ; he views him l3ring on a bed 
of pain, and the greatest sufierer is the being in whom 
he feels most interested. The physical and moral in- 
firmities of the human species, are constantly before his 
eyes, duitting the splendid palace, he makes his way 
to the obscure abode of wretchedness ; and, in places 
so different, he still finds the same man, — the suffering 
creature who implores his assistance, and to whose 
relief he has devoted his existence. His intimate rehu 
tions with all classes of society, enable him better than 
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any other, to observe, to know, to judge, and justly to 
appreciate the human race, the bright side of which is 
not always presented to his view, and which, perhaps, 
he observes too closely ; but though he may lose some 
agreeable illusions, he is at least enabled to see man- 
kind as they are. Calm in the midst of the revolu- 
tions around him, he has only to deplore their sad re- 
sults for the vanquished, to soothe the anger or the 
arrogance of the vanquishers, to lament the calamities 
which follow in their train, and to remedy them as &r 
as lies in his power. Being a minister of peace and 
union among men who have confided to him their 
dearest interests, their lives, and often their honour, he 
has only to console and assuage their sufferings ; and 
if he can exercise any influence over them, it will be 
exerted to moderate their passions, to bring them back 
to reason, to justice, to a spirit of toleration, to all that 
he deems most advantageous to themselves, and most 
conducive to the welfare of the country. For himself, 
his sole ambition is to distinguish himself by his disin- 
terestedness, by his abnegation of self, when the. popu- 
lations are desolated by epidemic maladies, by his 
devotion and courage in relieving or healing the 
wounded, on the field of battle, by his charity, his 
severity towards the vices, and his indulgence for the 
weakness of mankind. Such, in my opinion, ought to 
be the character, the duties, and the real patriotism of a 
physician. Lafayette would have desired to make but 
one great family of the whole human race, and to in- 
duce mankind, on moral considerations, to i:^fard and 
treat each other as brothers. These are the sacred 
precepts of the Gospel, so much spoken of, so much 
admired, and so Uttle practised ! He was of opinion, 
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that every man is bora with inalieuaUe rights, such as 
liberty of opinion, the right to defend his honour and 
his life, the right of property, the free disposal of his 
person, his industry, and his intellectual feculties, the 
right of communicating his thoughts by ev^y possible 
means, the right of seeking his jown happiness, and of 
resisting oppression. He looked upon men as the chil* 
dren of one common parent, enjoying equal claims to 
the benefits of civilization, and bound to submit to com- 
mon laws ; but he also thought that all should render 
back to society what they borrow from it, in advantage 
or in security. It was thus, if I mistake not, that 
he understood liberty and equality among men. Ha 
thought that the distinctions necessary for the mainte- 
nance of social order, should be founded only on gene- 
ral utility. '' For my part,'^ wrote he to the baiUi de 
Plo§n, " as I feel persuaded that the human race waa 
created to enjoy freedom, and as I have been born to 
promote the cause of liberty, I neither can nor will 
shrink from the participation which it has been my fete 
to take in the great event. Whenever I have been able, 
and especially in my own country, I concurred on prin* 
dple, in all the enterprises undertaken against an ille« 
gitimate power which it was necessary to destroy, and 
I now declare to you, that, in 1787 and 1788, the re* 
sistance of the privileged classes — of the leaders of the 
aristocracy — ^had as much of the true character of &o^ 
tion, as any other insurrection that I have since wit* 
nessed.'* 

Men can never forget that they have been created 
citizens of the world, whatever may be the country that 
has given them birth: they must, consequently, re« 
member that they owe their services not only to their 
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coimtrymen, but also to the other nations of the eartfai 
which are bat large femilies. Deeply sensible of these ^ 
sublime truths, La&yette preferred his &mily to him- 
self, his country to lus femily, and mankind at large to 
his country. In the moral sense of the term, there are 
no strangers for us, and man is everynviiere at home. 
From what precedes, it must not be concluded that man 
should degenerate into a wandering animal, roaming 
from country to country, and finding himself at home 
wherever society harbours and feeds him ; but it may 
be inferred that every man, who is worthy to form part 
of society, should be received, sheltered, and protected 
by that society, whatever may be the race to which he 
belongs, or the country in which he may have drawn 
his first breath. Society has burdens which must be 
supported, and evils which, if they cannot be com- 
pletely destroyed, must at least be mitigated. The 
burdens of society are principally the expenses of the 
government which it has chosen, to which it is bound 
to submit, of which it must necessarily form part, and 
which is charged to maintain its harmony, to represent 
and defend it in the general political system. Among 
the evils of society may be designated beggars, who 
turn it to account in the name of charity, by touching 
the chords which vibrate most easily in good, timorous, 
or superstitious souls ; robbers, and others of nearly the 
same stamp, who turn against society their culpable 
industry, or openly keep up a scandalous trade ; incor- 
porated sluggards, no matter under what denomination; 
idlers, who are merely consumers, who set an example 
of laziness, who corrupt society by their vices, who are 
a burden to it, if poor, and a still greater burden if rich, 
on account of the evil use which they generally make 
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of thdr fortune. Among such parasites, all the germs 
of corruption are to be met with ; therefore, as society 
cannot be delivered from them completely, it must use 
every effort to diminish their number as much as pos- 
sible. 

In the painful circumstances in which he was often 
placed, La&yette never forgot that he was the friend of 
his fellow-creatures, and that he was bound to succour 
and protect them. The following is a letter which, in 
his exile, he wrote to the directory : — 

" Citizen directors — Permit a citizen who owed 
his liberation to the government of his country, now to 
avail himself of that obligation, to demand of you an 
act of justice. I am not about to speak of myself ; and 
though my heart and my reason equally remind me of 
my rights, I appreciate the circumstances which keep 
me still at a distance from my country ; but in offering 
up my prayers for her liberty, her glory, and her happi- 
ness, I purpose to speak to you of the few officers who, 
on an occasion, the responsibility of which belongs to 
me alone, thought themselves obliged to accompany 
their general, and were made prisoners by the enemy. 
Their patriotism, which has been tried from the begin- 
ning of the revolution, has been preserved in all its 
ardour and purity, and the republic cannot have more 
fiuthfiil defenders. Salutation and respect, 

" LAPArETTE.*^ 



* " The following is the original :— 

''C1TOTEN8 DIKfiCTECTRf, 

« Permettez qa'on citoyen qoi dat sa dilivrance an gooTernement 
de sa patrie, cherche aajourd'hai k se privaloir de cette obligation 
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Shortly after his return to France, La&yette said to 
his fellow-citizens of the department of the Haute Lioire : 
" I had renounced all pretension to my return under 
the regime resulting from that day, (18th Fructidor,)t to 
which have succeeded the advantages, the hopes, and 
the engagements of the 18th Brumaire.t I then judged 
it expedient to put an end to my proscription ; and hav- 
ing informed the provisional consuls of my arrival, and 
claimed the recall of my comrades in exile, the prind- 
pal object of my solicitude, I awaited the erasure of our 
names from the proscribe list, in the retirement to 
which I have devoted myself, and where, remote from 
public affairs, and enjoying the repose of private life, I 
form the most ardent wishes that peace abroad may 
speedily prove the result of the miracles of glory, which 
have surpassed the prodigies of preceding campaigns, 
and that peace at home may be consolidated on the es- 
sential and invariable basis of genuine liberty." 

During his last illness, La&yette was much af&icted 



poar vous demander un acte de justice. Ge n'est pas de moi que je 
parlerai ; et, qaoique mon coeur et ma raison me rappellent 6gale- 
ment mes droits, j'appr£cie les circonstances qui m'61aignent encore 
de mon pays: mais en faisant de loin des ygbux pour sa liberie, sa 
gloire et son bonhenri je viens vous parler da petit nombre d'officiers 
qui, dans nne occasion dont la responsabilit6 appartient k moi sen], 
se crurent dans I'obligation d'accompagner leur g^n^ral, et furent 
faits prisonniers des ennemis. Leur patriotisme 6prouT6 dds le com- 
mencement de la r6yolution s'est conserve dans toute son ardeur 
comme dans toute sa puretS, et la r6publique ne pent pas avoir de 
plus fiddles d6fenseurs. 

" Salut et respect 

<*Lafatitti.'* 

• Year V. (4th September, 1797.) 
t Year Vni. (9th November, 1799.) 
9 
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by the disturbances of the month of ApriL He daily 
demanded news of the two wounded individuals who 
were under my medical care, and warmly congratula- 
ted me when I was enabled to inform him that they 
were out of danger. One of my patients, M. Chalamel, 
adjutant of the 5th legion of the National Guard, had 
received a ball in the nape of the neck ; the vertelMral 
column had been touched, the spinal marrow struck 
with commotion, and the patient affected with paraly- 
sis of all his limbs. After severe suffering, his recovery 
was more speedy than I had expected. The sec<»id pa- 
tient was named Hil : he was about six years of age, 
and was in the arms of his father when both were struck 
by several balls. The father was mortally wounded, 
and the child's right elbow joint was broken by a ball. 
The gravity of the symptoms which ensued, compelled 
me to amputate the arm. The unfortunate child is now 
completely cured, and the government has granted both 
to him and to his mother a pension of 1200 francs. 

No man was ever more friendly to public order, 
peace, and tranquillity, than Lafayette; and at the mo- 
ment of a stormy political crisis, he has ever been known 
to follow the straight line which he had traced for him- 
self, whatever might be the danger of observing it. It 
might have been said of him, as Horace said of the 
wise man — ' 

"Si fractns illabilur orbis, 
Impavidum ferient roinaB." 

He was of opinion, that the tumultuous movements of 
a misguided people served merely to retard their eman- 
cipation, and to counteract real liberty, whose existence 
is compatible only with order, and under the empire of 
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laws and public morals. '< Notwithstanding the part 
which I have taken in the revolutions of America and 
Europe," wrote he to the bailli de Plo6n, **the French 
consider me the defender of public order, and the promo- 
ter of liberty." On the 14th July, 1790, he said to the 
members of the federation — « Let ambition have no hold 
on yon ; love the Mends of the people, but reserve your 
blind submission for the laws, and your enthusiasm for 
liberty." " It is for them (the defenders of true liberty)" 
wrote he to M. d'ArchenhoIz, " that in the sincerity of 
my heart I bequieath to you the consolatory truth, that 
a single service rendered to the cause of humanity can 
afford more gratification, than the assemblage of all its 
enemies, and even the ingratitude of a people, can in- 
flict pain." 

Lafayette, as he himself said, had the instinct of lib- 
erty, which he loved with passion, and which he had 
defended even against the republic, though he desired 
to render himself worthy of freedom even more than 
he longed to enjoy the blessing. He was aware that 
the real and the only liberty which is compatible with 
the interests of the masses, and of individuals, can have 
no enemy more formidable than Ucentiousness, with 
which some confound or affect to confound it. Liberty, 
in fact, is subordinate to reason, by which it is enlight- 
ened — to immutable justice, by which it is supported—^ 
and to conscience and a regard for the public welfare, 
by which it is directed. The liberty which is friendly 
to order and peace, never inflicts violence on the con* 
science of others, but prevents their actions from being 
at variance with the laws and the welfare of the public 
La&yette was also aware, from sad experience, that the 
despotism of anarchy is the worst of all despotisms. 
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He likewise knew, that many are desirous of liberty and 
equality in order to bring down their superiors to their 
OMfn level, and not to elevate their inferiors. Can any 
thing be more characteristic than the following portrait, 
which he sketched of the men placed at the head of the 
revolution, after the 10th August, 1792 : — " Men whose 
venality has wearied every party, — men who have ever 
been base enough to kiss alike the hand which gives or 
smites, — men whose pretended patriotism is but selfish- 
ness — avowed corrupters of the public morals — the au- 
thors of protestations or projects against the republic — 
souls of blood and filth, who have so often sullied that 
republic ! And these are the leaders of a free nation ! 
May the legislators of that nation restore to it a consti- 
tution and legal order ! May its generals prove them- 
selves incorruptible I" — {Letter to M, dPArchenholz.) 

Lafayette was of opinion, that the masses always 
formed a sound judgment on the most important ques- 
tions, and especially on those immediately connected 
with the general interests of society. He was ambitious 
of securing the approbation of those masses, though he 
knew, by experience, how ephemeral is the most sub* 
stantial popularity, and with what facility the idol of to- 
day can to-morrow be crushed by the fickle populace. 
At the same time, it may be asserted that to obtain that 
general approbation, he never disobeyed the dictates of 
his conscience or of his conviction. After the revolu- 
tion of July, his sanction was sought in &vour of a 
measure of which he disapproved ; and it was intimated 
to him that if he acted otherwise, he might lose his pop- 
ularity, which at that period was considerable. '^ I re- 
gard popularity," replied he with dignity, '' as a most 
precious treasure ; but, like all treasures, its possessor 



GENERAI. LAFAtVTTB.; 101 

must know how and when to expend it for the public 
good." This sublime answer was characteristic of his 
soul. 

Lafayette felt pity or contempt for such as allowed 
themselves to be oppressed without resistance, and hor- 
ror for their oppressors. But his scorn was unbounded 
for such as basely sold their liberty — rvoluntarily bowed 
beneath the yoke, and purchased by their shameless 
servility the privilege of deriving importance from the 
exercise of petty despotisih. He observed with truth, 
that such men humble themselves through ambition, as 
misers through covetousness ruin themselves at play. 

Lafiiyette's relatives were desirous of seeing him en- 
ter the household of the Count de Provence, (afterward 
Louis XYIII.) For himself he had no such desire, but 
from respect and obedience to his relations he was re- 
luctant to give a direct reAisal to their wishes. He 
Uierefore sought an opportunity of inducing the prince 
himself to decline his services, or, at least, of obliging 
his relatives to renounce their projects.' The opportu- 
nity was soon presented. Having met the count at a 
ball, he recognised him at once under his mask, apd 
entered into conversation with him, without allowing 
him to suspect that his disguise was known. In a 
smart and lively dialogue, the count displayed his 
memory to much advantage, and Lafayette took occar 
sion to interrupt him with a remark, that << it was ua« 
necessary to take so much trouble to prove that memory 
was the wit of fools." Some days afterward both met 
at court, and the count having inquired of La&iyette if 
he knew the mask on whom he had been so severe: 
" Yes," replied Lafayette — « he who wore that mask| 
now wears a green coat." The count, who was ac- 

9* 
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tiially dressed ia a coat of that colour, turned his bade 
upon Lafiiyette> and from that moment thought no 
more of attaching him to his person. 

La&yette's generous soul instinctively urged him to 
undertake the defence of oppressed minorities. In a 
letter which he wrote to the bailli de Ploen, he said — 
*' The same feeling which formerly led me to espouse 
the cause of the French protestants, has always render- 
ed me the persevering defender of the oppressed feith." 
He considered the liberty of the press as one of the fun- 
damental bases of all constitutional government. He 
was sensible of the abuse made of that liberty, and 
openly blamed it ; but he thought that, like the violent 
passions of youth, the abuse would, in the end, be mod- 
erated and checked by reason. In his opinion, the es- 
tablishment of a censorship was a remedy worse than 
the evil to which it was applied, as it tended to stifle 
thought. " What opinion," said he one day, " would be 
entertained of the justice, which, through an apprehen- 
sion of insult, should gag the accused party, and pre- 
vent him from making any defence?" In 1799 he 
wrote in one of his letters — " If our devotion to the lib- 
erty of the press encouraged unnecessary abuses, we at 
least took care, as may be seen from the writings of the 
time, that all parties should participate equally in sach 
Uberty; and happy had we been, could we as com- 
pletely have protected the freedom of religious wor- 
ship !" 

As La&yette had a high regard for men who devoted 
themselves to the welfare of their country, he was con* 
nected with the most distinguished philanthropists of 
the age, who combated for the instruction and enlight- 
enment of the people, and in defence of their rights 
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against every species of oppression. He said in a letter • 
to Masclet, dated 2d Frimaire, year IX.* — " I congratu- 
late you on your interview with Lord Holland: the 
manner in which, in 1790, he pronounced the name of 
his uncle Charles, would have sufficed to attach me to 
him 5 and since that period, he has amply deserved that 
his own name should be pronounced by every friend of 
liberty with the liveliest interestj*and by myself with a 
feeling of the deepest gratitude." In his letters to Mas- 
clet, he often affected to give the name of Jacobite to 
the jacobin facticHi, with the intention of alluding to the 
Stuarts, whose name he employed to designate tyranny 
of every description. During his malady, he was one 
of the first to read " Les Paroles d}un Groycmt^^ by the 
Abb6 de la Mennais. " This work," observed he to us 
one morning, "is really the apocalypse of 1789. I 
could not have beUeved the Abb6 de la Mennais a 
greater republican than myself. His book is well writ- 
ten, full of enthusiasm, and calculated to excite a sen- 
sation, and produce some scandal among the believers 
to whom it is addressed." 



November 23d» 1800. 
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LETTER VI. 

Paris, October 5th, 1884. 

In terminating my last letter with La&yette's opinion 
of the work of the Abb6 de la Mennais, I should have 
added, that his prediction as to the fate of the pamphlet 
is b^finning to be realized, for it may now be said that 
few books have made so much noise in the world. It 
has been translated into ahnost every language, and has 
everywhere met with enthusiastic admirers or violent 
opponents. But we must return to our subject. 

Lafayette never placed his duty and his interests in 
the same scale. He invariably gave precedence to the 
former, to which his interests or his private affections 
were subordinate. " So many stupidities have been ut- 
tered by party spirit," said he to the bailU de Plo5n, 
<< that it may not here be out of place to assert, that no 
private affection has ever diverted me from my public 
duty. In the course of three years of power, I encour- 
aged none to speak well of me — ^I prevented none from ^ 
speaking ill ; and to explain my conduct with regard to 
the notabilities of the revolution, it will be sulScient to 
verify their writings, speeches, and actions, at the same 
period." 

In 1829, 1 was at the Count de S^gur's, in company 
with my respectable friend, M. de Pouqueville, Madame 
de Malarst, M. de Ghastelleux and some other friends. 
The count had just paid his first visit to Charles X at 
his majesty's invitation, and had presented him with a 
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copy of his <' MemoirsJ^ On that occasion the king 
said to him — "M. de S^gur, I have read your *ilfe- 
movr^ with Uie greatest interest I have been delight- 
ed with the first volume, which so admirably retraces 
all the recollections of your youth, your courteous and 
benevolent feelings, our common giddiness, your voyage 
to America with General Lafayette. In the second vol- 
ume I ceased to be altogether of your opinion, with 
which, in the third, I wholly disagree. That volume is 
absolutely revolutionary, and therefore we differ. But do 
you know that M. de Lafayette is a perfect character ? 
I know but two men who have always professed the 
same principles — myself and La&yette. He has been 
th6 defender of Uberty, and I — ^thc king of the aristoc- 
racy. I esteem him, and should circumstances ever 
permit me, I shall feel great pleasure in seeing him 
again." During the interview, which lasted nearly two 
hours, the conversation having turned on the events of 
the 6th October, 1789, Charles X. said to M. de S^gur 
— " Yes, I should feel pleasure in again seeing M. de 
Lafayette : he is not to blame for the occurrences of Oc- 
tober. He addressed himself to the king, and offered to 
save the royal family ; and he would have done as he 
then said, M. de S^gur ; but on account of the deplora- 
ble prejudices entertained against him, his counsels 
and his services were rejected." The king afterward 
entered into a long conversation on the situation of 
France. M. de S^gur was much pleased with the in- 
terview, and Charles X. invited him to repeat his visit 
firequently. 

La&yette was incapable of demanding any thing 
like an undue indulgence, even for those whom he most 
loved ; and with regard to acts of injustice committed 
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against the members of his own &mily, he lamented 
them, but without bitterness. Of this you may judge 
fipom the following fragment of a letter which he wrote 
to Masclet : — " The fracture with which I have been 
so long confined, has led to the most absolute retire- 
ment on my part ; of which I cannot give you a better 
idea, than by telling you that I have never laid aside 
the rustic costume which I have adopted at Lagrange ; 
so that, without being on a worse footing with my ac- 
quaintances, it has naturally happened that I no longer 
see them. You will now judge of my credit from the 
following circumstance. George was on the eve of 
being appointed to the rank of captain ; and even the 
emperor, before he went to Italy, had promised his pro- 
motion to Generals Grouchy and Canclaux, and to M. 
de Tracy. Since that period, my son has served as 
volunteer, aid-de-camp at the embarcation at Helder, at 
Ulm, at Udine, and in the new war at Prenzlau, at 
Lubeck, at Eylau, where he had the good fortune to 
save his general, at Friedland, where Grouchy com- 
manded the wing of the cavalry which routed the Rus- 
sians, only at the seventh charge. The promotion 
promised before all these events, and for which several 
applications had been made by the principal ministers 
and general officers, has been constantly refused, so 
that George, although the senior lieutenant of the di- 
vision^ has abandoned all idea of advancement. The 
peace will bring him back to us, as he is a volunteer : 
we expect him immediately." 

In Lafayette's estimation, an aptitude for a military 
career had, like every other description of capability, a 
value proportionate to the grand object in view : Datos 
ne quisquam serviat enses. But he avowed jhat he 
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felt a peculiar vocation for the profession of arms. He 
had a sincere attachment for the national colours and 
for the tri-coloured flag — " the sj^oEibol of emancipation 
and glory," said he, " which Louis XYI. accepted from 
the hands of the nation, which his successor was proud 
to bear, and whose least title is, that it has floated on 
the walls of every capital, received the homage of every 
potentate, and, for upwards of twenty years, prevailed 
over the most powerful as well as the most insignificant 
flags*'' 

Lafeyette owed his first services to his country, 
which he adored, and for whose welfare and honour 
he was ever ready to sacrifice himself. Had the battle 
of Marengo been lost, he would have offered his ser- 
vices to Bonaparte in defence of the independence of 
France ; and he had even addressed a letter to him on 
this subject, which a confidential friend was instructed 
to deliver conditionally. The battle having been won, 
the letter was not forwarded. Nevertheless, the gen- 
eral-in-chief of the army of Italy was made acquainted 
with the step which Lafayette would have taken, had 
he been conquered. He one day spoke of it to the offi- 
cers by whom he was surrounded, and could not avoid 
expressing his admiration of the patriotism of the man 
with whom he difiered in opinion, adding — " Which of 
you, gentlemen, could have done better f At a later 
period, Lafeyette voted against the consulship for life ; 
or rather he was desirous of waiting till liberty had 
been fomided on a basis worthy of the nation, before 
he voted for a permanent magistracy in fevour of Na- 
poleon. 

In his exile, La&yette's most ardent prayers were for 
the happiness of his country, for the triumph of libertyi 
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for a return to the principles of order, humanity, and 
jostioe, and for the establishment of a good constitution. 
He ever remained faithful to his principles of liberty 
and equality, and was the ardent friend of every con- 
slitution which affi>rded the best security for both, or 
which could present the strongest check to the revolu- 
tionary torrent. He called himself " the first— the most 
obstinate defender of conventions." "When in my 
qpeeehes," said he to the bailli de Ploen, " I invited 
Paris to become the metropolis of the free world, my 
ambition was, tfia^t she should become an honour and 
an examine to the world ; but our hopes were blighted 
by bi'igands of all classes, and by pretenders to every 
kind of revolutionary advantage." He always recol- 
lected with pleasure the services rendered to France 
by the National Guards, and the numerous proofs of 
devotion which he had received from- his companions 
in arms. "The revolution," wrote he, "had armed 
Prance : it was urgent to bestow on her an organiza- 
tion, and to that end the observations which I had 
made in America and in several parts of Europe, were 
directed. The National Guard was instituted: this 
was the sole armed force which could maintain inter- 
nal order without favouong military despotism, and by 
means of which foreign aggression could be repelled, 
while the ancient governments were reduced tD the 
inability of defending themselves against us, unless 
they imitated us, or s^inst their subjects, if they ven- 
tured to follow our example." 

During his last illness, Lafayette frequently betrayed 
his desire that his speedy restoration to health might 
permit him to resume his labours. He repeat^y 
urged me, with the greatest earnestness, to allow him 
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to go to the Chamber of Deputies, and particularly at 
the period of the discussion of the bill on the refiigees, 
of that on the associations, and of that on the indemnity 
due by France to the United States. His condition for- 
bade me to make any concession to him on that point, 
and it is but justice to declare, that he always submitted 
with the docility of reason, to the advice which I gave 
him in obedience to the dictates of my conscience. He 
thought that the bill on the American treaty, presented 
to the Chamber of Deputies by the Duke de Broglie, ftflp 
whose personal quahties and^«abilities he felt a high 
esteem, was binding on the honour and the dignity of 
France, and that it was even her interest to discharge 
the claim ; for he was persuaded that the fortunes of 
the public, like that of private individuals, could be 
acquired or preserved only by honourable means ; and 
that governments, like individuals, should never forget 
that, under all circumstances, good conduct was inva- 
riably the best calculation that could be made. He 
thought that if the American treaty were not con- 
cluded, our commerce would every year sustain losses 
fer superior to the interest of the capital claimed by the 
United States. Convinced of the goodness of his prin- 
ciples, he adhered to them w^ singular perseverance 
during his long and glorious-cweer. In the midst of a 
fickle age, the elements of which b&ve been at different 
periods shaken, and utterly confounded together, this 
immutability gave him a character of antique grandenr 
to which few could pretend. In fact, in the sanguinary 
dramas but too often represented in times of revolution, 
men show themselves as they are. They pass befoie 
our eyes as in a magic lantern, display themselves in 
open day, permit themselves to be unmasked by their 

10 
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interest and their passions, and allow the moralist to 
analyze, to know, and to judge them. Thus the atten- 
tive observer may, while still young, become rich in 
&cts, in practical maxims, and, consequently, in expe- 
rience, which then ceases to be for him the science of 
age. 

The most admirable quality in Lafayette was, that 
his principles and opinions were so conformable to rea- 
son, morality, and the general good of mankind, that he 
never had occasion to change them. While young, he 
thought as though age Jiad slowly matured his judg- 
ment ; and towards the close of his Ufe, he sustained 
his principles with all the candour and vigour of his 
3^uth. He himself admitted his invariableness in the 
following letter, which he addressed in English to 
Masclet : — 

'^Ghavaniac, thermidorthe 80di. 

** 1 have been a long while without a letter from you, 
toy dear Masclet. My whole family is now collected 
at this place, where my aunt had been for many years 
despairing ever to see us. It has been also for me a 
great satis&ction to present to her my beloved daugh* 
ier-in-law, EmiUe Tracy, now the wife of the happy 
George, and in whom I find every amiable quality my 
heart x^ould wish for. I intend conducting the young 
conple back to Auteuil, towards the middle of fructidor, 
my return there being hastened by the news of the 
intended journey wherein General Fitzpatrick and 
Charles Fox are to meet at Paris. Lord Holland| 
whom I had the pleasure to see before I came here, 
told me how well he was received by you at Boulogne. 
I need not tell you, my dear Masclet, that the little I 
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can do in your affairs has been constantly attended to. 
Now I see a new constitutional organization : its merit| 
with respect to public liberty, it is superfluous in this 
letter to discuss, the more so as you know my political 
principles ; and, since psalms have become fashionable 
again, I have a right to say for myself the sicut erdt in 
principio et nunc et semper. But considering the new 
arr^t du conseil and senatus consultum in a personal 
point of view, it seems to me there is an opportunity 
for promotion. You may, no doubt, be chosen on your 
legislative list of arrondissement. In the tribunate 
there will be for a long while no vacancy ; but the 
nomination of many senators cannot fail leaving sev- 
eral prefectures to be disposed of. Should you intend 
to pay a visit to Talleyrand, I will have a great pleas- 
ure to see you ; and in the mean while, I offer my best 
comphments to Mrs. Masclet, and to both of you, those 
of the whole ^mtiily. Most heartily I am, my dear Mas* 
clet, for ever, 

" Your sincere and gratefid friend, L. P." 

Lafayette never contracted an engagement except 
after mature reflection, but his promise once given was 
never broken. In general his determinations were self> 
dictated, for he allowed himself to be little influenced by 
others. Of this you may judge from the following pas- 
sage of a letter which he wrote to Masclet shortly after 
quitting Olmutz : — 

" Pardon me if, while I laughed at your neat quotar 
tion, I also laughed a little at the expense of your sap- 
position that D — has obtained an empire over my 
thoughts and actions, which no being in the world has 
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erer influenced. I have remarked on the stage of pub- 
lic life, that if malevolence often attributes prompters to 
the principal actors, warm friendship does the same ; we 
pteki imputing to a third person a friend's idea in which 
we do not participate, or which we blame ; but the 
present case has not even probability in its favour. 
Besides, you know that I felt reluctant to employ him 
for our interests, not on his own account, as I willingly 
accepted his services, but on account of Messrs. * ♦ *, 
whom he will never give up. If his kindness has been 
attended with some inconvenience, it is not when he is 
unfortunate that I ought to perceive it. I have now 
only to receive him well, to say all the good that I know 
of him, to recollect his zeal for me, which, in spite of his 
other connexions I believe to have been sincere, and to 
be of service to him if I can ; but were my nature more 
easily influenced than it is, rest assured that I should 
never be guided by a friend of the * * * society." 

Lafayette was extremely scrupulous on every point 
relating to probity and honour in public affairs. " It 
seems to me useful in the infancy of a republic," wrote 
be to Masclet, " to attach the idea of genuine liberty 
to pure characters. Let us remember, that while the 
French Hercules reposed in the bosom of Danton and 
Robespierre, Larochefoucauld and Lafayette were crush- 
ed in his name. The victrix causa dies, &c. is, you say, 
unpopular and dangerous. It was the same at Rome. 
Cato did not triumph ; the despots and anarchists hated 
none so much as him, and the best and greatest citi- 
zens reproached him with his inflexibility. But their 
complaisance imboldened Cesar and cherished Octoc 
viosi and the shade of Cato armed Bmtus, and "W^fi Uh 
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Yoked by all who attacked tjrranny or r^retted the re> 
public." ? 

Lafayette prized good sense above wit, and, in poll* 
tics, preferred the useful and the solid to the tempora- 
rily brilliant and shining. There never was a man 
whose anxiety for the public good was more exempt 
from every species of personal ambition. He refused to 
accept either compensation or emolument from the com- 
mune of I^aris, declaring at the same time, that he at- 
tached as little importance to his refusal as to his accept- 
ance. We are informed in the " Memoirs of Bouille/* 
that he declined the several appointments of marshal 
and constable of France, and even the lieutenant-gene- 
ralship of the kingdom. Under the empire he refused 
a seat in the senate : " I had a right," said he in a letter 
to the bailli de Plo^n, ^' to anticipate the happiest results 
for liberty, and, consequently, my ambition was satis- 
fied. As soon as the opening of the legislative assem- 
bly had finally established the new order of things, I 
quitted, as I had always announced my intention of 
doing, the extraordinary situation to which the necessi- 
ties of liberty and the affection of my countrymen had 
raised me. I returned into the country, where I had 
drawn my first breath, at the distance of 120 leagues 
from the capital, in order to enjoy peacefully and in the 
bosom of my family the purity of my recollections and 
the philanthropy of my hopes." No other description 
of ambition than a desire for the happiness of mankind 
entered into his views. In adopting the principles of 
the revolution, he was exempt both from cupidity and 
the spirit of intrigue. He wished merely to be a good 
citizen and a soldier of liberty, should it be necessary to 
combat in her defence. " It may be thought," wrote be 
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to Masclet during his exile, << that another mode of li& 
might render me, for the moment, more useful ; or that 
no longer having it in my power to be useful, I ought 
to think only of myself. I think so little of reserving a 
chance for myself, that at the very moment when I was 
in opposition to the republican government of my coun- 
try, I took care to cut off my retreat towards monarchial 
modifications ; and though I refuse to purchase the lib* 
erty of returning to France by the slightest deviation 
from my principles or my feelings, I frankly admit, that 
in a state of exile I cannot be happy. After my public 
career of twenty years in both hemispheres, I can. be fit 
only for two things, the one an active, the other a pas- 
sive existence. The latter bears a strong resemblance 
to a state of death, as it consists merely in preserving 
an irreproachable example of the true doctrine of liberty. 
The former must suppose a case, in which republican 
leaders, enjoying some portion of power, and feeling the 
necessity of adding to it the greatest possible portion of 
national confidence, might at length feel desirous of es- 
tabUshing the republic on a just and solid basis. To 
such a design I would cordially contribute my contin- 
gent, such as it is, of good principles and good fame, on 
condition of never becoming more than a simple citizen. 
The hope of thus serving liberty and my country 
would be an additional motive to me to preserve undi- 
minished the species of moral power attached to my 
personal character ; and should this hope prove illu-- 
sive, as it is the only one which I can call my own, I 
have only to balance the individual advantages of for- 
tune or tranquillity with the advantage which the pub- 
lic may still find in my passive state of existence. You 
thus see, that independently of my natural and insar- 
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mountable feelings^ I ought, as a matter of calculaUon^. 
to permit myTself no indulgence on this point." 

Lafayette's soul was tormented by the desire of doing 
good, and perhaps he had not always sufficient paticifte 
to await the results which time only can produce. Ha 
was sometimes like a young physician, desirous of hast-, 
ening nature or the effect of his remedies, in order that 
his patient might be tlie sooner restored to health. " Oh, 
sir," wrote he from Magdebourg to M. d'ArchenholZ| 
speaking to him of the necessity in which he had been 
placed, of exiling himself after the 10th August, 1792, 
"how great are my obligations 'to you for having sym- 
pathized with the inexpressible pangs of my soul, ar- 
dent in the cause of humanity, thirsting after glory, ten- 
derly loving my country, my family, my friends, when, 
after sixteen years labour, I was compelled to tear my- 
self from the happiness of combating in defence of the 
principles and the opinions for which alone I had 
lived !" 

PoUtical, like religious opinions, when emanating 
from conscience and conviction, are always respecta- 
ble ; but when assumed by the hypocrite or the ambi- 
tious man, merely as a mask to deceive his fellow-men, 
and to render them subservient to his passions or his 
interests, such opinions, how excellent soever the cause 
with which they are connected, cannot save the adopter 
from the scorn of the honest portion of society. La&y- 
jBtte had a high esteem for many wtio were far from 
sharing his political opinions, but whose character he 
could justly appreciate. Thus, for instance, he esteem- 
ed and felt pleasure in seeing M. de Marcellus, whose 
sentiments and way of thinking was ever diametrically 
opposite to his own ; and he felt convinced that M. de 
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Marcellas entertained the same feelings towards him- 
5eL^ for he was persuaded that mere opinions could 
neyer sully the character, or detract from the consider- 
atibfl due to those by whom they were conscientiously 
and sincerely professed. In the present age, every mat- 
ter ought to be known, appreciated, and materialized, — 
even to the feculty of thought, the soul, and the most 
sublime sentiments that actuate humanity. Neverthe- 
less, at the bottom of every heart there is a voice which 
proclaims that something exists beyond what is known 
— ^that the sphere of human intelligence is bounded : but 
this voice is stifled by self-love, or rather by the false 
dread of passing for weak ; and many are ashamed of 
feelings and opinions that should form their brightest 
ornament. " Independence of thought and the impos- 
ing sentiment of pure deism may rise superior to doc- 
trines of belief, but it is nevertheless true,^ that no hu- 
man power can place itself between the divinity and the 
heart of man. The first duty of him who acknow- 
ledges another revelation than that of his conscience, is 
to observe in peace the form of worship which that con- 
science prescribes ; and to such a man the worst of 
taxes is the payment ot contribution to a form of wor- 
ship which he regards as sacrilege." — {Letter of Lor 
fayette to the bailli de Plo^n.) 

Lafayette's disposition was open to hope, and this he 
admitted in a letter which he addressed to Masclety 
dated August 27tli, 1828. « I think,'^ said he, « that 
the expedition to Greece has been undertaken with 
conscientious and liberal views. France no longer 
follows in the wake of England, and now occupies a 
place above her in the career of generosity and liberal- 
ity. You see that I am disposed to look at the bright 
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side of the picture, but my disposition, as you knoW| 
leans to the side of hope ; and it gives me pleasure to 
think that we are beginning to quit the beaten track, 
for to do so will be for the interest of the whole world." 

Lafayette derived happiness from anticipation of the 
good which was not always realized. In a letter dated 
14th Brumaire, year VIII, (6th November, 1799,) he 
wrote as follows to Masclet : — " We now, my dear 
friend, perceive the dawn of a better order of things ; 
the coalition broken up ; the councils again entertauoh 
ing ideas of liberty and justice ; Bonaparte, MoreaUi 
Sieyes, and other patriots, uniting their efforts to termi- 
nate the revolution for the benefit of mankind, to obtaia 
respect and regard for the republic. These events ren- 
der me extremely happy, and I am certain that you 
always think of your absent friend." 

La&yette was aware that success can often be ob- 
tained by evil means, and he could explain those 
means in conversation, though he regarded them as 
dishonourable, and would never ctmsent to put them 
in practice. He thought that the end could never jus- 
tify the means, when the latter were not based on mo- 
rality and justice. For this reason he was not a 'pes- 
simist in revolution, and he was averse to pushing an 
opponent to extremities with a view afterward to 
profit by his faults, and obtain a mastery over him. 
'< Besides," said he to the bailli de Ploen, << although on 
pointing to the first tri-coloured cockade, I publicly 
declared that it would make the tour of the globe, my 
wishes for the emancipation of nations were never sul« 
lied by an idea at variance with their independence." 

In the '^ Memoirs of Count de Montlosier" will be 
found some conversations between La&yette and Miia* 
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beau, which aptly characterize both. Mirabeau having 
recommended violent measures to Lafayette for the 
execution of his plans, the latter indignantly ex- 
claimed — "M. de Mirabeau, it is impossible for an 
honest man to employ such means!" — "An honest 
man !" replied Mirabeau ; " ah, M. de Lafayette, it 
seems you wish to be a Grandison Cromwell; you 
will see to what that amalgamation will lead you." 
Another time Lafayette said to Mirabeau that he was 
aware that the latter had laid a plan for his (Lafay- 
ette's) assassination. " What !" replied Mirabeau, " you 
believe such things, and I am still alive ! Good easy 
man ! you wish to play a part in a revolution !" 
• During the days of October, 1789, Lafayette pro- 
ceeded to Versailles to maintain public order, and de- 
fend the life of the sovereign, which was threatened by 
the fury of the populace. As he crossed the apartments 
of the chateau amid the crowd by which they were 
filled, one of the courtiers exclaimed — ^" There goes 
Cromwell I". " Cromwell !" replied Lafayette, turning 
to the courtier — "Cromwell would not have entered 
here alone,^ 

Under every form of government Lafayette was ex- 
posed to what are called coups cPetat, which he thought 
contrary to every principle of justice. The following 
are the terms in which he expressed himself in a letter 
addressed by him to Masclet, and dated 25th Frimairei 
year VI, (15th December, 1797 :) — " Observe, my dear 
friend, that the first newspaper which fell into our 
hands on our release firom prison, informed^ us in a 
summary manner, of a violent and unconstitutional 
aggression against the two chambers of the legislative 
body ; of the transportation, proscription, and expul- 
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sion of one hundred and eighty-eight representatives of 
the people and two directors, all without a formal 
accusation and without a trial; of the exclusion of 
forty-nine departments from the benefits of a legisla- 
ture which continues to make laws binding on them ; 
finally, of the destruction of the Uberty of the press, and 
the adoption of arbitrary measures against the journal- 
ists. Be it observed, too, that among the persons ban- 
ished and excluded, are men whom we love and 
esteem ; and to complete our conviction of the good 
fiuth of the triumphant directors, their president offi- 
cially proclaimed that I had betrayed my country. 
RecoUect that it was neither through tenderness for 
the Bourbon family, nor through devotion to royalty, 
nor through blind ignorance of the conduct and inten- 
tions of the aristocracy, that on the 10th August, 1792, 
I sacrificed myself to the doctrines of liberty which I 
have always professed, and to that invariable principle 
of my policy, that every deviation from justice is inju- 
rious to liberty, and that my declaration of rights ad- 
mits of no exception. Judge, then, my dear Masclet, 
with what preconceived notions I arrived at Ham- 
bourg. There I found some apologies for the events 
of the 18th Fructidor, (4th September, 1797 ;) but the 
greater the ability with which they were written, the 
less was I inclined to become a convert to their doo- 
trines. It was in fact to the apologies of the opposing 
party that, contrary to their intention, I was indebted 
for the knowledge of the provocations, the intrigues, and 
the detestable tone of society which have disquieted 
some excellent citizens for the public welfare, and cer* 
tain directors for themselves. But although this event 
became thus explained to me, it was by no means justir 
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fied. I thought that in writing to the present directory, 
my silence on the calumny personal to myself, would 
be an act of weakness ; my silence respecting the pro- 
scribed individuals who took an interest in our &te, an 
act of ingratitude ; my silence on the revolution of 
Fructidor, a tacit approbation of it ; and that I could 
not speak of all that, without failing in respect to my- 
self by disjofuising my sentiments, or without faihng in 
respect to the directors by availing myself of a kindness 
received at their hands, to act disagreeably towards 
them. You will even admit, that the national and 
express delegation of the powers has been arbitrarily 
disturbed. But I am too much of a patriot and a re 
publican, and I have too much gratitude, not to have 
felt the necessity of embracing all that bound me to 
France, of proclaiming my republican principles in 
every quarter, of speaking to everybody of my obliga« 
tions to my country, to its government, to my friend ***, 
to the director B***. I also indulged myself in the 
privilege of doing for my proscribed friends alhthat 
they had a right to expect from me, and more than I 
would have done had they been in power, although 
I must, in any case, have felt that, to many of them, I 
owe friendship, esteem, and gratitude. Such, my dear 
friend, has been the effect of that first instinctive feel- 
ing which I have almost always followed in the course 
of ray life ; and of so doing, I have hitherto hardly ever^ 
had occasion to repent. But though my ideas were 
fixed on the general question with sufficient solidity, 
and without headstrong passion, there are a thousand 
modifications — there are many important ones on which 
I was anxious to benefit, by your information and ad- 
vice. Some details have brought the &ct to your know* 
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ledge, that I sought as much as possible to obtain both, 
before I entered into conversation with you, by calling 
to mind our first interview. You will recollect that 
I suspended my opinion on many points, and my plan 
of conduct on almost all, and that I preferred the incon- 
veniences of delay, to the regret of having anticipated 
jrour arrival ; I will add, in the sincerity of my heart, that 
if my disposition is little susceptible of being influenced, 
I at all events know none at this moment, whose con- 
versation could work such an effect upon me with as 
much certainty as that of my dear Masclet." 

In La&yette's opinion, it was lawful to have recourse 
to force only to defend or to vindicate the rights which 
reason and justice were insufficient to maintain, but 
never to overthrow those of others ; and it was in this 
point of view that he regarded insurrection as the most 
sacred of duties. He thought that governments should 
ensure the respect due to their own rights by respect- 
ing those of the people, and that when individuals fill- 
filled their duties towards society, the latter was bound 
to secure them in the peaceable possession jof their priv- 
il^;es. La&iyette's opinions on this subject were ex- 
pressed in aphorisms in the declaration of the rights of 
man, which he presented to the Constituent Assembly 
"on the 1 1th July, 1789. His inq)ression was, that the me- 
chanism of every government should be as simple^-and 
its wheels as few as possible, and especially, that none 
of the latter should be useless. That he considered the 
mode of having a solid, regular, and cheap government. 
He thought that governments ought to have for their 
sole object the public welfare. He also thou^t that 
political matters could and ought to be treated with the 
same sincerity as private ajBGurs ; that cabinet finesse 

11 
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and seciet votes ought to be abandoned; in a word, 
that tbe game of diplomacy should be played hirly^ aid 
with die cards on the table. 

In many cases, La&yette's good sense enabled him 
to ascertain the causes and to foresee the issue of po- 
Utical events. On the subject o{ political r^eneration 
he wrote as follows: — ^ It had been long preceded by 
the delirium of a regency immersed in debauchery, and 
by the in&my of the corrupt reign of Louis XY ., which 
ended in the vilest d^radation« It had been prepared 
by a philosophic improvement in literature: the judg- 
ment of Montesquieu, the traits of Voltaire, the thoughts 
of Rousseau, the declamations of Raynal, and many 
other productions held in horror by the court, pro- 
scribed by the clergy, and burnt before the parliament 
by the public executioner, were the deUght (rf all well- 
informed people. The intelligence of the masses had 
been emancipated by the school of Voltaire in spite of 
its aristocratic tendency, and formed by the economist 
school, which was pure, although too absolute. The 
theological school in the quarrel between Jansenism 
and Molinism, had preached resistance ; the American 
school taught the policy of the rights of man. Never- 
theless, the ill-fated Louis XYI., with simple tastes and 
upright intentions, allowed abuses to multiply threefold; 
and as he could neither preserve good nor refiise bad 
masters, the merit of the former served only to contrast 
more strongly the feults of the latter." 

In the month of May, 1830, an American in PariSy 
Mr. Mason I believe, gave a ball, to which La&yette 
and his &mily were invited. " We must have some 
chat together," said he to M. Lethidre and one of his 
friends, who were also there. They crossed the rooms 
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where dancing was kept up, and seated tfaemsdyes at 
some distance firom the noise. There they talked pdi- 
tics for some time with the ease and fireedom of tiburee 
persons who have a mutual esteem for each other, and 
who entertain the same opinions. La&yette qpoke at 
length of the in&tuation of the Bourbons, and predict- 
ed what has since happened, terminating the converaar 
tion with the following words — "What would you 
have 1 they have lost their wits, and are three centuries 
in arrear of the age ; Charles X. will get himself exiled, 
and yet, with a little good sense, he might have been 
as happy as a mouse in a pie." 

La&yette might have been quoted both as a type of 
a perfectly civilized being, and as a proof that civilisa- 
tion improves instead of deteriorating man, when he 
can avoid its vices, and with a firm step follow the path 
traced for him by virtue. He was far from sharing the 
opinion of certain writers, who maintain that instruc- 
tion is more calculated to corrupt than to purify the 
manners of a nation, and to contribute to its misery ra- 
ther than to its happiness. For this reason, he was al- 
ways a warm advocate for the system of primary in- 
struction. He was above all desirous, that more pains 
should have been taken with the moral and political ed- 
ucation of the people, in order that men might have 
become well-informed and good citizens. He thought 
that the grand social guarantee, and the only one that 
in a constitutional government could prevent one pow- 
er firom encroaching upon another, was the guarantee 
of intelligence. He thought that every member of a 
well-constituted society should receive an education that 
might point out to him the path which he ought to pur- 
sue between his duties and his rights, and that such an 
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education would prove much more effectual for the pre- 
vention, than the law was for the repression of disorder. 
He was very unhappy when he learned, during his ill- 
ness, that the law against associations had heen adopt- 
ed by the Chamber of Deputies, and above all, he pitied 
the working classes, whom that measure deprived of the 
instruction which would otherwise have improved their 
condition. 

He thought that useful acquirements should be the 
special objects of study. He subscribed to many ana- 
tomical works, sometimes had the plates explained to 
him, and testified much regret at not having studied 
that science, " the first elements of which," as he said, 
"should form part of a good education." He admitted 
that he would have derived more benefit firom it than, 
for instance, from the science of heraldry, which he had 
been obliged to learn ; and he expressed his astonish- 
ment, that in our collies young people were forced to 
study the course of such and such rivers in India or 
Mexico, while no pains were taken to teach them to 
know themselves, by imparting to them some notions of 
their own organization, and the exercise of their func- 
tions. He even urged me one day, to publish an ele- 
mentary work on anatomy and physiology, for the use 
of schools. 

Labour was, in Lafayette's opinion, the first duty of 
man living in society — a social state. By our labour 
only can we discharge our debt to society, by first re- 
paying what we have borrowed, till we could suffice 
for ourselves, and afterward what it continues to sup- 
ply us with for the rest of our existence. Every man 
ought to employ his faculties, his bodily strength or 
mental power, his science or his industry, for the wel* 
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fiure, convenience, or pleasure of society, which has 
need of pleasure and amusement as a relief from la- 
bour. Amusements are, in &.ct, necessary for the pres- 
ervation of health ; but they ought to be pure, in order 
not to corrupt it, and employed only as a relaxation, and 
not to inspire a disgust for labour. It is in this point of 
view, that we should look upon the utility of those who 
are exclusively occupied in procuring honest pleasures 
and amusements for society. The most useful, and 
consequently the most estimable individuals, are those 
who borrow the least from, and furnish the most to, 
society. Labour alone produces a genuine progress in 
civilization. Man, when he can, ought to labour, not 
only for himself and his contemporaries, but also for 
future generations : he should transmit to. them in an 
improved state the inheritance received by him from 
the generations to which he succeeds — an 'inheritance 
in which he has merely a life-interest. Where should 
we now be, if former ages had carried every thing away 
with them? Have we no gratitude and admiration for 
the memory of those whose labours have meliorated our 
existence 7 Why should succeeding generations have 
no claim upon our attention ? Does not a &ther think 
of his children's prospects ? Why should the laborious 
individual, the genuine philanthropist, who looks be- 
yond this brief existence, deprive himself of the plea- 
sure of reflecting, that one day his fellow-creatures may 
bless his memory while profiting by his labours, or 
admiring the works of his genius ? 

A good education (phjrsical, moral, and intellectual) 
was, in Lafayette's opinion, the best inheritance that 
parents could transmit to their children ; and he con- 
sidered it their duty to make every sacrifice to ensure 

11* 
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to their offspring this imperishable advantage, which 
could not but iractify with time for their happiness and 
that of others, i^ ' Socidty should act in the same manner 
with regard to each 6t its members : instruction would 
render them better, by developing in them the^love of 
study and of labour, by giving a proper direction to 
their intelligence, and by preventing it from inclining 
towards evil. In his bitter complaints against man- 
kind, the old vagabond of Beranger might well say — 

Comme un insecte fait pour nnire, 

Hommes, que ne m'ecrasiez-vous 1 

Ah ! plutot vous deviez m'instruire 

A travailler au bien de tous. 

Mis a I'abri d'un vent contraire, 

Le ver fdt devenu fourmi, 

Je vous aurais ch6ris en fr^re ; . 

Yieux vagabond, je meurs voire ennemil 
I 

La&yette had a particular esteem for laborious peo- 
ple of all professions. He admitted the wisdom of cer- 
tain emperors of China, who every year publicly set an 
example of labour, by themselves guiding the plough, 
and opening the bosom of the earth, to do honour to 
agriculture, and make known to their people the source 
of wealth and happiness. He thought that labour could 
never be too much esteemed and encouraged. When I 
informed him of the death of his surgeon-dentist, M. 
Lemaire, whom I had attended, he expressed much 
sorrow at his loss, and added — " He was a most skilful 
man, whom I regret more for his good qualities, than 
for the services which he rendered me : for his talent 
he was indebted only to himself, to his labour, and his 
perseverance: he was one of those men who form 
themselves." 
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I cannot terminate this letter, my dear sir, without 
thanking you for your attention in communicating to 
me the fact related by Major INTeviOe, with r^;ard to the 
liberality of Lafayette towards fakfitmOy. You have 
feorrectly judged, that you would do me a pleasure in 
acquainting me with an action worthy, as you express 
it, of adding to the pride which France must feel at 
having given birth to such a man. Tou also give me 
a new proof of your feelings, and of ihose of your fel- 
low-citizens, for Lafiiyette, when yott say — "Do you 
think it possible that we Americans can ever suffi- 
ciently bless the name of our benefactor ?" A nation 
which feels thus, was worthy to be adopted by him as 
a second country* 



* In a eulogium which Major Neville pronounced on Lafayette, 
at the request of his fellow-citizens of Cincinnati, the principal town 
of the state of Ohio, he relates the following fact: — On the occasion 
of his last visit to America, Qeneral Lafayette having learned that 
the family of }ns old aid-de-camp, Colonel Neville, was in difficul- 
ties, before he embarked for France drew a bill of exchange in their 
favour, on Ihe President of the United States, for the sum of four 
thousand dollars, (twenty thousand francs,) and addressed it to the 
children of M. Neville. It may be easily conceived that the latter 
declined making use of it, but they keep it as a preciou3 document, 
which does equal honour to the memory of their father, and to the 
noble generosity of Lafayette. 
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LETTER VII. 



Puii,OotobeiB,1834. 

I1AF1.VETTE waa of opinioQ that man should be at 
liberty to embrace the career that might suit him, but 
that it was especially the duty of parents to know and 
study the natural dispositions of their children, to make 
them take different directions according to their ca- 
pacity or their predominating &culties. He did not 
wish that men, as in China, should be obliged to follow 
the profession of their father ; and he thought that pri- 
mary instruction should enable young people to choose 
the situation &r which they felt the greatest aptitude. 
He was well aware that the most distinguished men 
had often formed themselves, and that genius enables 
man to quit the sphere in which he has been placed, 
when it proves too narrow for him. But he placed no 
reliance on those exceptional cases, and he conse- 
quently wished that the first germs of intelligence 
should be cultivated early and equally among men, in 
order that no untoward circumstance might wither or 
corrupt them. The earth is seldom unproductive, ex- 
cept for the bad labourer, 

Nevertheless, when parents have a blind tendemess 
for their children, they deceive themselves as to theii 
capacity, entertain a. laiBplRCei ambition for them, and 
wish to see them reach a more elevated pontiim than 
their own ; they force them to rhyme iinitA Omen^ 
and hence so many uutanoee of medioerity. Hkppf 
the children -who, in obedienoe to Aeir natond im " 
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tions, change their profession themselves, and in that 
manner rectify the excusable error of their parents ! 

You will read, I think, not without interest the fol- 
lowing passage of a letter from Lafayette to Masclet, 
with reference to the military career of his son : — 

" Talleyrand and you imagine, that had George been 
in the army, the directors in replying to Brune would 
have made a formal exception in my favour : — ^not more 
so, perhaps, than the convention made in &vour of the 
father of Moreau, on the day when the latter took the 
fort of PEcluse. But even supposing that the uniform 
worn by all the young aristocrats who seek to connect 
themselves with the republic would have produced 
so much effect upon the government, you will observe 
that my son could not have returned in time to follow 
Bonaparte, unless I had made excessive haste to send 
him to him ; and when my deliverer was apprehensive of 
compromising himself by replying to my letters, when 
he was himself threatened, it is said, with an act of ac- 
cusation, it would have been imprudent to send to him 
the son of a man to whose treasons the directory and 
the president of the council of five hundred had recently 
directed public attention. Since that period you have 
not regretted the wars of Switzerland for him : had he 
been attached to Championnet, he would probably have 
been associated in a criminal trial ; had he served with 
Joubert he would have been disgraced, and would, per- 
haps, have participated in the extreme disgust which 
that gimeral cannot refrain from expressing ; whereas, 
at present, he is free and full of ardour, and we may 
examine the question of his entrance into the service, 
which has beoDme much more tempting, to use his own 
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ezpressioiiy since we have undergone reverses. The 
&ct iS| that Geoige, who is a republican patriot — and I 
have met with &w such in my lifetime — has, besides a 
passion fat the military profession, for which I think 
him adapted, as he possesses a sound and calm judg* 
ment, a pert perception, a local memory, and will be 
equally beloved by his superiors, his comrades, and his 
subordinates. I love him with too much tenderness 
to make any distinction between his desire and mine ; 
and I am too great an enemy to opposition of every 
description, to place a restraint on the wishes of a be- 
loved son nearly twenty years d age. I could joy- 
fully see him covered with hcmourable scars, but be* 
yond that supposition I have not the courage to con- 
template existence. But other objections present them- 
selves to my mind : I do not call them insurmountable, 
for I admit that the opposite opinion is plausiUe, and 
it is only because it appears indispensable to you that 
I endeavour to reduce it to its just value. Let us, in 
the first pkce, lay aside your comparison with my 
journey into my America, whither I proceeded to op- 
pose the despotism of a government which had viola- 
ted less natural and social rights firom the foundation 
of the colonies to the declaration of independence, than 
the directory daily violates among those who have been 
subjugated to its power. We must not be led away by 
the flattering sounds of republics and liberty. Algiers, 
Venice, and Rome under Tiberius, have caused the 
first name to be heard ; and as for the second, do you 
think that the young patricians who demanded of Sylla 
the honour to introduce Roman liberty into Asia, had 
more energy than he who said to his governor — < Why 
is not this man killed, who disposes of the life and prop- 
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erty of his feUow-citi2&ens ? The reason is, that no* 
body ventures upon the deed. In that case, give me 
a sword, and I will Mil him.' That individual, as yoa 
know, was Cata 

^'It is no doubt gratifying to serve an ungrateftd 
country either in one's own person, or in that of a son ; 
but in this instance, there is hardly ingratitude, since 
benevolence reappears with liberty ; it is a proscription 
by the oppressive &ction of the country, which is at 
present prolonged by ah arbitrary government till the 
return of liberty ; and, for the constant enemy of despot- 
ism, it is not indispensable to serve the despotic pen- 
tarchy of France. There are also particular inconve- 
niences in my son's case. You know that in organized 
countries, in England for instance, activity of service 
seems to imply the approbation of the governing party ; 
but tdthout admitting that difficulty, imagine George af 
the table of a leader, drinking, in three months, to the 
fortunate day of the 10th August, which was the signid 
for (he assassination of our Mends, or ordering one of 
my accomplices to be shot 

" If at least some return to libeinl ideas became man- 
ifest — ^if I could perceive the avant coureiars of a na- 
tional and legal government, the inexpressible desire 
which I feel for such a blessing would induce me to 
welcome with avidity the least drop of liberty that might 
fell from heaven. I cordially detest the ancient pow- 
ers ; I ardently wish that the new doctrine may be es- 
tablished on a firm basis : this coalition is ccunposed of 
very implacable oiemies. I entertain no personal hos- 
tility towards the ruling powers ; I have even oUigations 
to some of them ; and the persecution which I have mf- 
fered is too honourable to me for its avowed motives to 
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suffer me to be shocked at it. You know that I love 
my country, and that its wel&re, from what quarter so- 
ever it might originate, would give me the highest grat- 
ijBieation. Consequently, no bitterness can enter into 
the severity of my objections, which I would instantly 
waive, were liberty, or even the dawn of liberty, again 
perceptible in France ; but I have fiaU dearous of ex- 
plaining to you, my dear friend, what has hitherto pre- 
vented mie from giving way to the natural ardour of my 
son, and what has struck himself in hearing my re- 
marks on the subject. I, at the same time, admit, that 
the opposite opinion, even under existing circumstances, 
has considerable weight. France, whether free or not, 
is still our country, and there are more germs of liberty 
in her democratic organization, than could enter into 
the counter-revolution. Her adversaries are the deci- 
ded enemies of our purest principles, and have taken 
up arms only to accomplish her utter destruction. If 
it appears unsuitable, that when Europe is divided into 
two bands, a young man of 19 years of age should be 
found in neither, it is evident, that the place of a patriot 
— of my son — can be only under our national stan- 
dards. The late reverses have imparted a more defen- 
sive character to our war, and a leader incapable of 
acts of pillage, has just been appointed to the army of 
Italy ; in a word, if it be permitted, or let us even say, 
if it be a duty to hesitate, there are many reasons at this 
moment for the adoption of your advice." 

The following is another letter which, at a later 
period, La&yette addressed, in English, to the same 
friend, to inform him of his son's approaching depart- 
ure for the army of Italy. 
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" Lagrmgei 86th Flor6aL 

'^ I heartily thank 3rou, my dear Masclet, Ifor your 
congratolatioiu on the wished-for appointment. The 
new-made officer is hastening to the field, and hopes to 
emhrace ffm tiHiiorroWi before his and your departure. 
Sure it is, the standard of the rights of men is not on 
the suIb against which he is going to fight. May they 
be in France tiie. reward of victory ! 

^ I am very Bonry, my dear friend, not to havt the 
{deasoie to leeeivB yon once more at Lagrange; I 
hope we shall keep np an exact correspondence. The 
municipal agent at Passy will no doubt take a personal 
leave of you : he has done very well to accept the place : 
with greater pleasure, I think, he would have accepted 
had it been elective, and I cannot conceive why such 
nominations have not been lefl to the people. 

" With sanguine expectations, I am waiting for news 
firom Italy. Bonaparte will conquer. Our situation in 
Giermany is glorious indeed : a brilliant campsdgn and 
an honourable peace are, I think, to be depended upon. 
Adieu, my dear MEisclet Present my affectionate re-> 
spects to Mrs. Masclet: niy &mily and our friend 
Madam Stael join in tender compliments to her and to 
you. My best wishes attend you, my excellent firiend ; 
and I am for ever yours, L. F. 

<< Do not forget what we have said respecting your 
select speeches." 

Lafayette considered play as not only &tal to the in- 
terests and to the morals of society, by turning man 
aside from his labour and exciting his unruly passions, 
but as an occupation blameable in itself. He who en- 
riches himself at play, avails hinoself of a culpable in- 

12 
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dustrjTj or of the fiivours of fortune, to transfer the 
property of others from their pockets to his own. The 
money which he thus obtains is not legitimately ac* 
quired ; — ^it satisfies his cupidity rather than his con- 
science, and, therefore, the gamester seldom sets a high 
value on it ; he regards it merely as a means of sustain- 
ing and feeding the passion by which he is devouredi 
and of abandoning himself without reserve to the im- 
pulse of his monomania. Those who ruin themselves 
at play — and they form the majority of gamesters — 
have scarcely a claim on the sympathy of others. With 
them, charity hesitates and acts on the reserve, even 
when they sue for reUef for their most pressing neces- 
sities. For similar reasons, Lafayette considered the 
lottery the most immoral tax that could be imposed on 
a people, and gamesters in that way the most extrava- 
gant of speculators. The government holding the 
bank, loses upon some stakes, but gains upon nearly 
all, and cannot ultimately lose. The government, in 
short, plays a sure game, and is enriched, while the spec- 
ulators are deceived by the temptation of a gain, the 
chances of which are against them, and which, when 
realized, is soon again ingulfed in the abyss, whence 
it had escaped but for an instant. A number of Individ* 
uals hang themselves or die in the workhouse, in con- 
sequence of having dreamt of lucky numbers. 

Lafayette does appear to me to have been extremely 
just on the subject of self-love, considered as an exag- 
gerated opinion which men in general entertain of their 
personal qualities. Self-love, which is in most cases a 
symptom of mediocrity, was, in his opinion, one of the 
greatest obstacles to human perfectibility. None, in 
fiu^t, can become better, only by feeling aware of his in- 
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trinsic value, by comparing it with what it might be, 
and by invariably finding it far removed firom the per- 
fections which he may conceive, but never attain. The 
modest man, whatever may be his merit or his talentSi 
always finds room to increase, to improve, and to devel- 
op them. He approaches nearer to perfection by daily 
substracting something from his defects and adding to 
his good qualities. As he always finds room for self-im- 
provement, he has no motive for self-love, even when 
his reason forces upon him the perception of his supe- 
riority to others. Few men are firee from self-love, pride, 
or vanity, because they constitute themselves judges in 
their own cause, are blind to their defects, and either do 
not know or are not sincere with themselves. Men of 
merit, when affected with self-love, have it generally for 
iheir weak side ; they instinctively become the apolo- 
gists for what nobody praises in them, and their blind 
tenderness for their own weaknesses, resembles that felt 
by parents for their debilitated or deformed offspring* 
Innate and unreflecting self-love generally makes people 
of mediocrity fools : being with people of sense a calcu- 
lated feeling as &r as regards others, it is in them mere- 
ly a blameable and ridiculous degree of charlatanism. 

As flattery always advances faster than sincerity on 
die road to favour, men have recourse to the former 
rather than to the latter to turn to account the vanity 
of others. Flattery, therefore, enters as an essentisd 
ingredient into the industry of the knavish. Vanity 
ofl«n makes people forget, that every flatterer lives at 
the expense of the person who listens to him. When a 
man pays you a compliment, ask yourself first if that 
compliment be merited. Should you deem it so, exam- 
ine the man who pays it to you. If he be a fool, be re- 
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peatd what he has heard Others say; or if he express his 
personal opinion, you ought to attach no importance to 
it| and you would perhaps be a greater fool than he to 
think more highly of yourself on that account. If the 
complimenter be a man of sense, you have reason to 
suspect that he stands in need of you, and seeks to take 
advantage of your weakness. Unmerited compliments 
are, on the part of him who pays them, the result of de« 
oeit or irony. In the latter case, they are offensive : 
nevertheless, he who addresses them to you generally 
expects some service in return for the false coin which 
he gives you, and which your vanity prevents you from 
zecc^ising. The man of sincerity, who really esteems 
you, proves his regard for you, not by empty compli- 
ments, but by kind actions, and by devotion to your in- 
terests if necessary. 

i Man, independently of other characteristics, distin- 
guishes himself among animals by his self-love, which 
seems connected with his instinct of preservation, and 
necessarily renders him an egotist. In most cases he 
is self-<ieceived by thinking himself superior to others^ 
sometimes for his strength or beauty, his birth or his 
intelligence, his virtues or his fortune ; — sometimes for 
the country in which he drew his first breath — ^for the 
colour of his skin — ^for his profession — ^and not unfire- 
quently for his very perversity ! From this selfish feel- 
ing of pretended superiority, have arisen the different 
species of aristocracy in the most extensive signification 
of the term, considered without an exclusive reference 
to the privil^ed classes of society. Lafayette's ideas 
with regard to aristocratic prejudices of every descrip- 
tion, were fixed and determined, and I shall now put 
together what I can recollect of bis Qoayers£^tions»ia oc« 
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der to present you with some general considerations on 
this subject 

Aristocratic feelings exist naturally in the human 
heart, and are early and instinctively developed with 
self-love, of which they are merely the result. From 
the moment that children are thrown together in a 
college, which may be termed an in&nt state of society, 
aristocratic ideas are observable among them, accord- 
ing as their respective parents are more or less rich or 
respectable, or as themselves are more or less advanced 
in education, or in some particular branch of study. 
This esprU de clcisse, which may also be remarked be- 
tween different classes, with reference to each other, is, 
at a later period, refdaced in the world, by the spirit 
that reigns among professions, corporations, &c., in 
the present state of society. The numerous classes of 
aristocracies enjoy, more or less, consideration and 
power, and dispute pre-eminence with each other. We 
must examine if their pretensions are well founded. 

The aristocracy, or superiority of physical strength — 
that of savage people, among whom, he \dio enjoys the 
greatest share of vigour, is entitled to most esteem — 
seems the most natural, and, in some cases, perhaps, 
the best in reaUty. In the present state of society, 
however, it {days but a miserable part, being the des- 
tination of brutes. As it generally falls to the lot of the 
heroes of the market, and to those modem Alcides, who 
display the superiority of their muscular strength on 
the stage, for the amusement of the pubUc, it is really 
useful only to raise heavy weights, and it becomef 
honouraUe only when employed to protect right, to 
defend the foeble against the attacks of the strong, or to 
save the life of a man in danger. 
12» 
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The superior mind of Lafayette treated with so vereiga 
contempt titles of nobility — futile distinctions, which 
men have established between each other, and to which, 
some who possess them, still attach considerable yaliie and 
importance. In his opinion, titles of nobility were most 
frequently but the inheritance of vanity. The arms, 
crowns, crosses, fantastic animals, or grotesque emblems, 
which formed the armorial bearings of the nobility, some- 
times recalled lof^ virtues, great talents, or splendid 
achievements ; but they too often served as evidences 
of acts of oppression, cruelty, or baseness, in &milies, or 
as a veil to cover the defects or the nullity of those by 
whom they were adopted. The pride of the old feudal 
aristocracy generally hardened the hearts of those pos 
sassed by it, by persuading them that the rest of man 
Idnd belonged to an inferior species, and were un-* 
worthy of their good feelings or their gratitude for 
services received from them, and that they might, with- 
out the least scruple of conscience, treat their dogs or 
their horses better than their servants. 

Lafiiyette was well aware that, when titles of nobility 
were abolished, it could no longer be said, for instance— 
^ Peter was made a baron, on such a day, because he 
or his grandfather performed a splendid action f but 
he knew that it could always be said that, on such a 
day, Peter, or his ancestor, had achieved such or such 
a splendid action. The title of baron, or any other, 
was but an echo which incessantly wearied people by 
repeating that Peter had performed such or such a 
brilliant action ; the result was merely ennui for the 
hearers, and vanity in the case of Pteter himself Happy- 
are the nobles whose titles are not like the echoes (^ 
the barber of Midas ! 
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Proud of having lost his feudal nobility, Lafayette 
looked upon the land of liberty as affording to mankind 
a promise of a richer harvest of pubUc virtue, than the 
barren fields of sable gold or azure, so long moistened 
with the tears and the blood of nations. He recognised 
no other nobility than . that of the feelings of the soul ; 
he admitted no other distinctions among men, than 
those acquired by them firom their virtues, their talents, 
or their services to their fellow- men. But though he 
recognised no hereditary nobiUty, he did not on that 
account desire that a man should deny his father's 
name:* he merely thought, " that it was useless to cor- 
roborate by law the kindly feelings entertained towards 
the descendant of a celebrated man." In his opinion, 
the splendour of a great name imposed on those who in- 
herited it, an obligation to support it worthily, without 
deriving advantage from it, and never to forget that 
nobility renders certain duties imperative. It is a bur* 
den, frequently too heavy for the shoulders of those 
who bear it, and might crush them, especially when 
they have not the. good sense to allow others to forget 
that they carry the load. What would be, to a son, the 
inheritance of a Other's titles, had nature disinherited 
him of his fiither's virtues ? It would be as though 
he had received the sword of battle without an arm to 
wield it 

<< The Cfaspel again r wrote La&yette to the bailli 
de Floen : ^is it a greater leveller than our laws> it 



* *' As childrea ought not to bear the sins of their fathers, the/ 
ought not, on the other hand, to profit by their merit." — Louis XI., 
(trial of the Duke d*Alen9on.) — Curious Archives of the Bistory ef 
FYane$j published 6y Messrs, Cimber tmdDanfoce, 
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curses the distinctions of wealth ; its primitive practice 
is fiiyourable to a community of property : and after 
Jesus had been immolated to the vengeance of priests 
and princes, the associations of his disciples were re- 
garded as a propagand, hostile to all social inequalities. 
Our principle of equality Umited itself to proscribing, 
among the citizens in the poUtical order, and in the 
use of their personal Acuities, all privileges and hered- 
itary impediments, so that a man's mere birth could 
not stamp his existence with a legal prerogative or with 
incapacity. Afterward that principle refused to recog- 
nise the rights ol the nobility to any portion of the ter- 
ritory, at the expense of neighbouring properties." 

" In every place," said he, in the same letter, " where 
no privileges can be enjoyed, either from the title of an 
estate, or from exemptions from pubUc burdens, or from 
preferences of admission, or from political rights, the 
existence of a nobility is impossible. Consequently, 
every qualification which, according to the ancient 
jurisprudence of France and that of Europe, charac- 
terizes those privileges, became, with us, inadmissible ; 
and at the risk of seeing our females, indignant at 
having conceived a mere citizen, proceed to the frontier 
to give birth to a count or baron, we enacted a most 
reasonable law, prohibiting, in our country, distinctive 
signs, the usurpation of which would be tolerated 
neither in Germany nor in England.'^ 

In 1819, in a speech which he delivered in the Cham* 
ber of Deputies, Lafayette, speaking of the abolition of 
privileges by the Constituent Assembly, expressed hinA- 
8elf in the following terms : " At that period was conse- 
crated the principle of constitutional equality^ which 
simply refers to principles of general utUity the cU9- 



OSKERAL LAFAYETTE. 141 

tinctioDS established by law. The members of the priv- 
ileged caste lost the right of inflictiiig exclusion and 
contempt upon the rest of their fellow-<utizens. No 
Frenchman was ineligible to employments, because he 
was not noble ; or dishonoured, if noble, for having ex- 
ercised a useM profession; — ^tbe &tal prejudices once 
entertained on that score, prevented a number of &mi- 
lies from contributing to the public welfare at the very 
period when their means of adding to it were increased." 
The aristocracy of money, that of the rich man, is 
one of the most powerful, and one of those which in 
general excite the strongest desire to jform part of it. 
To become wealthy, and consequently to possess the 
power and the means of satisfying one's tastes and pas- 
sions is, to many, the object of existence. NeverthelesSi 
the aristocracy of money can have something noble in 
it, when, like the horn of plenty, it bestows its treasures 
on men whom it relieves, on commerce which it ani- 
mates, or on the earth which it fertilizes ; but what is it 
in itself? It frequently requires little intelligence to 
amass much money, supposing it legitimately acquired, 
but great quantities are required to make a prudent use 
of wealth, and to circulate it freely without extrava- 
gance. The prodigal sow their treasure in the bed of 
a torrenti without honour to themselves, and without 
advantage te their country. On the other hand, the 
avaridous eapitaUst impoverishes his country by hoard- 
ing wealth, and by stopping the circulation of the vivi- 
f^g metal. Like a strong box, he possesses a value 
only when full, and is of use only when it can be emp- 
tied. Avarice is the rust of the soul : nothing grand 
or generous can germ or develop itself in the miser^ 
withered heart! 
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The pride arising from the possession of wealth is 
alwa]ns ridiculous : it can make a fool of an estimable 
msn in other respects, by causing him to forget or to 
conceal his origin, which no other person forgets, and 
which malice delights in retracing ; by urging him to 
make an ostentatious display of the weaknesses which 
he ought to conceal ; and especially by filling him with 
absurd pretensions to the other descriptions of aristoc- 
racy. 

The aristocracy of intelligence undoubtedly reflects 
the highest credit on the men who confer honour on 
their country, or contribute to the wel&re of mankind 
by their labours in literature, science, or the arts ; but 
in what estimation would a literary man, an artist, or a 
man of science be held, were his character found un- 
worthy of his talent or of his intellectual superiority. 

Is the aristocracy of academic bodies and of scientific 
or literary societies well founded? — No. What in fact 
axe all academies ? Assemblages of men more or less 
celebrated, having a special organization, instituted for 
the promotion of literature, the sciences, or the arts ; 
and the glory and the utility of many of which are un- 
doubted. Of what elements are they composed ? Of 
members ; a few of them men of superior talents or 
genius, — ^modest, sparing of words, a credit to the acade* 
mies ; and individuals of whom the academies have 
reason to be proud. The others, who generally form a 
lai^e majority, are of less acknowledged merit ; prolix 
in their speeches, men who borrow their lustre from the 
academies of which they are members, for their seats 
in which, they are frequently indebted to intrigue rather 
than to talent. Besides, the day of academies is passings 
away. Brilliant and splendid in the dark ages of igno» 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 143 

ranoe — ^the centre of the intelligence which enlightened 
the world ; their lustre has turned pale in proportion as 
education has been more diffused^ and as new light has 
dawned upon all ranks of society. Religious comma^ 
nities, the retreats in which so many men of austere 
morals have buried themselves through love of religion, 
or zeal for literature and science, may be placed in the 
same class. But although their existence is no longer 
necessary, we owe them equal gratitude for the pious 
and learned men who have preserved, enriched, and 
transmitted to us the sacred treasures of science. 

It has latterly been often repeated, that good man* 
ners, the best sentiments, and in short, the virtues, have 
in some sort taken refuge among the middle classes of 
society. Those classes have interpreted too literally a 
maxim, which nevertheless contains some truth, and 
thence has arisen a civic aristocracy, which is the most 
recent, the most numerous, and perhaps the sickliest| 
but not the least arrogant, of all. 

The different professions in states, form corporations 
which have each their aristocracy. Thus, according 
to different ages and countries, the religious aristocracy, 
that of the ministers of different religions, enjoys a va« 
riable degree of credit and influence. In consequence 
of the spiritual task confided to them, if these minis- 
ters abuse their mission, and occupy themselves with 
tenq)oral interests, they lose in consideration what they 
gain in wealth. Fanaticism, in all religions, engenders 
contempt or horror for other modes of worship. Each 
sect believes itself in the right way, and thinks that 
others aie in error ; and hatred is often more bitter be- 
tween the dissenters from the same religion, than be- 
tween the latter and the followers of a different religion. 
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True philosophy, convinced of human weakness, and 
deeply sensible of the infinite greatness and goodness of 
the Divinity, prescribes tolerance in realising liberty 
of conscience. In a letter to the bailli de PloSn, Iia- 
&yette said — ^^ If it be a crime to have preferred civil 
and religious liberty, extended equally to all men and all 
countries, none, sir, is more guilty than mysell" 

Military men also form a powerful aristocracy in 
states. Bound to passive obedience towards their supe- 
riors, they sometimes make the weight of their rank 
felt by their subordinates, or by the citizens from among* 
whom they have risen, and among whom they must one 
day return. Lafayette, as a military man, set an exam- 
ple of obedience to the civil power. " Though the na- 
tional sovereignty was violated in the representatives, as 
well as in the delegations of the powers,'' said be, in a 
letter to M. de Archenholz on the subject of the lOth 
August, << I did not wish that the armed force should 
cease its obedience ; and it was from the civil authori- 
ties within reach of the camp that I demanded orders." 
A military aristocracy disappears, and its despotism 
ceases among a nation, each citizen of which is armed 
in support of the laws, or in defence of the country. 

It is unquestionable that differences of intelligence 
exist among different races of men, and that, in this 
respect, some appear &r superior to others ; but none 
are, on that account, the less entitled to the enjoyment 
of civil and political liberty. In each of these races, 
the same differences exist among the individuals com- 
posing them ; and for that reason, men, gifted by nature 
with superior intelligence, do not, or at least ought not, 
to sell tlieir inferiors like beasts of burden. They ought 
to attach them to themselves, to treat with them on even 



I* 
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terms, and, while securing their interests, to turn them 
to advantage for society. The muttial interests of su- 
periors and inferiors, like those of father and son, are 
the same, and neither are obUged to change position 
with regard to each other. Whatever may be the colour 
of his skin, the conformation of his head, the nature of 
his hair, the development of his intelUgence, man ought 
to be master of his will, and of the power of disposing 
of his person, on condition of submitting himself to the 
laws that govern the society to which he belongs. 
Thus, nothing can justify the aristocracy of the white 
race, or excuse slavery and the slave-trade. The last 
of the negroes may always say to the first of the whites — 
" Am I not a man, a brother ?" — the touching inscrip- 
tion on a medal with which you are acquainted, and on 
which may be seen a poor negro chained, and im- 
ploring, on his knees, with clasped hands, the indul- 
gence of his master, whose stick is raised over his head. 



LETTER VIII. 

Paris, October 13, 1884. , 
Individuals, reared in the school of depravity — the 
reprobates, who people the galleys and the prisons — ^have 
also their aristocracy ; but, great God ! what sort of an 
aristocracy! Their moral faculties are so perverted, 
every feeling of conscience is so totally stifled in their 
bosoms, that their intelligence is developed towards evil, 
as that of other men towards good ; and, for them, the 
13 
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highest pitch of wickedness is the point o{ perfection 
at which they aim ! Their esteem for each Other is in 
proportion to their in&my ; and they excite each other 
to become worse, if possible, and to approach nearier to 
perfection in crime. If some among them still preserve 
a feeble remnant of good feeling, they soon lose it 
through the &lse shame of not being on a level with the 
chiefs of their hierarchy. The social virtues are, in 
their eyes, mere prejudices ; they laugh at all the world 
holds most sacred, and their moral degradation places 
them below the brutes. Being always at open war 
with society, they endeavour to turn it to account, by 
cunning or by force, like foxes or ravenous wolves. 
Society dreads them with reason, and concerts meas- 
ures to discover, trace, and hunt them down. This 
state of things is really deplorable, and can be changed 
(mly when means shall have been employed to correct 
and amend criminals, instead of chaining them, like 
wild beasts in a menagerie, or killing them like mad 
dogs. But enough of this horrible aristocracy : I have 
alluded to it en passant^ merely to show the abuse that 
may be made of the best principles and the most sacred 
things. 

The aristocratic pretensions to which a besotted self- 
love gives birth, are rare among those who occupy 
the highest place in each class ; and they seem to in- 
crease as we descend towards the lowest ranks in each 
division. Everybody is aware of the arrogance of a 
half gentleman, a sorry poet, a wretched artist, a demir 
savantj or a beadle. " Your demi-savants^" said one 
no less rems^rkable for his immense acquirements than 
for his wit, *^are like your pretended men of courage^ 
who make a noise of their exploits." 
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The various aristocracies are ambitious and jealous 
of each other, and live at present in a state of anarchy, 
insulting and warring against each other, or uniting 
together for mutual defence, when their interests or their 
passions command the union. It is in times of revo- 
lution especially, that the observer may witness the 
character and the pretensions of each description of 
aristocracy, and analyze its motives of action or its in* 
trigues. In the present age, however, the minds of aU 
classes are taking a decided direction towards the study 
of natural philosophy, the exact and positive sciences, the 
fine arts, and industry : for this reason, the different aris- 
tocracies are unable to exist in an isolated state : one 
alone is not suflScient to confer importance on an in- 
dividual ; they have need of each other, and begin to 
mingle or combine themselves together under different 
forms. At present, the nobles entertain less horror for 
alliances with commoners, and the latter pay less atten- 
tion to the honour or the disgrace of a bar which crosses 
the shield of a noble in such or such a direction. The 
rich man begins to feel that money alone is not suffi- 
cient to procure him consideration, and he aspires to 
something higher than the wealth of a CrcBsus. The 
lights of philosophy, by instructing the reason of these 
men, and education, by developing their minds, destroy 
old prejudices among one class, and check the exces- 
sive growth of pride among the others. 

What is the conclusion to be drawn from the fore- 
going observations ? That both strength, beauty, wit, 
and genius, depend upon chance — that we have instruc- 
tion, talents, and fortune, when we can — probity, honour, 
and virtue, when we will. The wise man ought, there- 
forcj to estimate at their real value ail aristocratic 
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vanities,and to aspire only to virtue. Virtue is the expres- 
sion of the conscience, the feelings, and the will of man, 
and she alone has aright to our esteem and admiration. 

La&iyette was one of the most zealous advocates foi 
slave emancipation, and one of the members of the 
society formed to accomplish that noble task. How 
opposite soever the slave-trade may be to every idea of 
religion, justice, and humanity, the cause of the unfor- 
tunate negroes was not defended with zeal before the 
middle of the eighteenth century. The Abb6 Raynal 
was one of the oldest combatants in this memorable 
struggle, which was afterward supported with so much 
talent and perseverance by Doctor Fothergill, by Clark- 
son, by Froissard the minister of the holy gospel, by the 
good Quaker Beiiezet, and by Necker, Turgot, Poivre, 
Franklin, Jeflferson, Adams, Fox, and Wilberforce. 

It was in 1503 that the Spaniards for the first time 
transported a small number of Africans to their new 
colonies. Ferdinand permitted a more considerable im- 
portation of them in 1511. Finally, in 1517, Charles 
Quint granted to one of his Flemish favourites the ex- 
clusive right of importing four thousand negroes into 
America. The favourite sold his patent to some Ge- 
noese merchants for twenty-five thousand ducats, and 
the Genoese were the first who gave a regular form to the 
slave-trade between Africa and America ; which, since 
that period has increased to so prodigious an extent.* 

Lafayette and Larochefoucault were so united in sen- 
timents, opinions, and conduct, in the cause of negro 
emancipation, that it is impossible to separate one firom 
the other. Both were so opposed in belief to the pretended 

* Herrera, quoted by Robertson in his History of America^ Book 
3d, pages 267 and 268, Basle edition. 
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property of slave owners, that daring their whole life^ 
they sustained, at their joint expense, before the French 
tribunals, all trials entered into by negroes, for the re- 
covery of their freedom. La&yette too, in the Ameri- 
can revolution, had a considerable share in framing the 
laws against the slave-trade, and the measures adopted 
for their gradual emancipation in the northern and cen- 
tral states ; and if these philanthropic dispositions were 
not imitated in the southern states, they had at least 
partisans there, among whom the brave Colonel Lau- 
rels, Washington's aid -de-camp, and one of the largest 
proprietors of Carolina, deserves a distinguished mention. 
He was on the point of emancipating and enroUing into 
his regiment all his negroes at the moment when he 
was killed by the enemy. 

After the decisive campaign against Lord Comwallis 
in 1781, La&yette, on receiving the thanks of the state 
of Virginia, which had particularly profited by his 
successes, replied by the expression of a wish, that 
liberty might be speedily extended to all men, without 
distinction. But he was not content with steril wishes, 
and on his return to France, flattering himself, Uke 
Turgot and Poivre, that the gradual emancipation of 
the negroes might be conciliated with the personal in- 
terests of the colonists ; he was desirious of establishing 
the &ct by experience, and for that purpose he tried a 
special experiment, on a scale sufficiently lai^ to put 
the question to the test. At that period, the Intendant 
of Cayenne was a man of skill, probity, and experience, 
named Lescalier, whose opinions on the subject coin- 
cided with those of La&yette. Marshal de Cartries, the 
minister of the Marine, not only consented to the ex- 
periment, but determined to aid it by permitting Lesca- 

13* 
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lier to try upon the king's negroes the new r^me pro- 
jected. Lafay6tte had at first devoted one hundred 
thousand ' francs to this object. He confided the man- 
agement of the residence which he had purchased at 
Cayenne, to a nmn distinguished for phUosophy and 
talent, named Richeprey, who generously devoted him- 
self to the direction of the experiment. The Semina- 
rists established a colony, and above all the Abb6 Far- 
jon, the curate of it, applauded and encouraged the meas- 
ure. It is but justice to the colonists of Cayenne to 
say, that the negroes had been treated with more hu- 
manity there than elsewhere. Richeprey's six months' 
stay there, and the example set by him before he fell a 
victim to the climate, contributed still further to im- 
prove their condition. Larochefoucault was to purchase 
another plantation as soon as Richeprey's establishment 
had met with some success, and a third would after- 
ward have been bought by Malesherbes, who took a 
cordial interest in the plan. The untimely death of 
Richeprey, the difficulty of replacing such a man, the 
departure of the intendant, and a change in the ministry, 
threw obstacles in the way of this noble undertaking. 

When Lafayette had been proscribed in 1792, the 
National Convention confiscated all his property, and 
ordered his negroes to be sold at Cayenne, in spite of 
the remonstrances of Madame Lafayette, who protested 
against the sale, observing, that the negroes had been 
purchased, only to be restored to liberty after their in- 
struction, and not to be again sold as objects of trade 
and speculation. At a later period, all the negroes of 
the French colonies were declared free, by a decree of 
the National Convention. It is nevertheless remarka- 
ble that some of Lafayette's plans, with regard to the 
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slave emancipation, were realized. Cayenne, the only 
one of our colonies in which the example set by him 
of instructing the negroes had been followed, was also 
the only colony in which no disorders took place, 
tfrged by gratitude, the negroes of his plantation de* 
clared to Richeprey's successor, that if La&yette's prop- 
erty was confiscated, they would avail themselves of 
their liberty ; but that in the opposite case, they would 
remain and continue to cultivate his estate. 

Lafayette was desirous of emancipating the negroes 
only by degrees, and in proportion as their moral and 
Intellectual education rendered them worthy of free- 
dom. He foresaw all the inconveniences that might 
attend the sudden emancipation of a people debased by 
slavery, and the dangers that must follow their imme^ 
diate transition from a state of brutal degradation, to 
one of entire liberty — a state that must prove to them 
nothing more than one of unbridled licentiousness, of 
which despotism would artfully take advantage, as of a 
terrible weapon, first to establish, and next to justify its 
sway. Man is, in fact, subject to moral as well as to 
physical transitions. The prisoner, enfeebled by a long 
confinement in dark dungeons, cannot, without danger, 
be suddenly restored to the light of day. The slave, in 
like manner, is fitted to enjoy liberty only, after gradual 
enlightenment, as to the privileges which it confers, the 
duties which it imposes, and the limits prescribed to it 
by reason and justice. Bui in Lafayette's opinion, the 
greater the difficulties that impeded the abolition of 
slavery, the more energetic should be the zeal and the 
more persevering the efibrts of the genuine philan- 
thropist to obtain so honourable a result. He saw with 
pain, that paltry considerations of interest paralyzed the 
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hearts of some, who might have given a decided im- 
pulse to negro emancipation. 

Of all the public schools in New York, visited by 
La&yette during his last stay in America, that in which 
he took the most lively interest was the free school of 
young Africans^ founded and instituted by the society 
for the emancipation of the blacks. Hiaving been unan- 
imously named a member of this society, he was no less 
affected by such a mark of esteem, than by the testi- 
monies of gratitude shown to him by the poor n^^o 
children of the establishment. M. Levasseur, who has 
preserved the recollection of the visit, states, that a little 
negro approached La&yette, and said to him, with 
emotion — " You see, General, these hundreds of poor 
African children, who appear before you : here they 
share the benefits of education with the children of the 
whites : like them, they learn to cherish the recollection 
of the services which you have rendered to America ; 
and they also revere in you an ardent friend to the 
emancipation of their race, and a worthy member of the 
society to which they owe so much gratitude." 

Few are unacquainted with the devotion with which 
La&yette supported the rights of the men of colour be- 
longing to our colonies, in 1791, in the National As- 
sembly, and afterward, in the reign of Charles X. 
The same sentiments of love for liberty, of indignation 
against tyranny, induced him latterly to embrace, with 
so much zeal, the cause of the Greeks and the Poles, 
and that of the Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese patriots. 

Lafayette forcibly opposed the ill treatment some- 
times exercised in prisons, especially towards the indi- 
viduals condemned or detained for political offences. 
He was aware of the abuse of power often committed 
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by those appointed to guard the prisoners, whose remon- 
strances are rarely attended to. In a letter which he 
wrote from his prison of d'Magdebourg, to the Princess 
d'Henin, on the 15th March, 1793, he gave a vivid de- 
scription of the useless vexations to which he was forced 
to submit. " I shall now," said he, " describe my 
prison, and my mode of living. Represent to yourself 
an opening made in the rampart of the citadel, and 
provided with strong and lofty palisades. By this pas- 
sage, and after traversing four doors in succession, each 
of which is secured with chains, bolts, and bars of iron, 
you may, with some difficulty and trouble, reach my cell, 
which is five paces and a half by three, and which con- 
tains no other ornament than two French verses, rhym- 
ing by the words souffrir and mourir. The wall near 
the moat is damp with putridity, and the opposite wall 
allows the light of day, but not the rays of the sun, to 
penetrate through a narrow window, which is, in some 
sort, hermetically barred. Add to that, two sentinelsr, 
whose looks plunge incessantly into my subterranean 
abode, to prevent us from speaking to each other ; a 
few spies established around us, besides our jailers ; 
and, finally, the walls, ramparts, ditches, and guards, 
inside and outside the citadel of Mas^debourg, and you 
will perceive, my dear princess, that the foreign powers 
neglect nothing to detain mo in their safekeeping. The 
noise made by my four doors is heard every morning, 
when they are opened to admit my servant ; again at 
dinner, when I take my meal in presence of the com- 
mandant of the citadel and the guard ; and, finally, at 
night, when my servant is re-conducted to his prison. 
That done, after carefiilly inspecting all the bolts, the 
commandant takes away the keys into the apart- 
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ment, in which, since my arrival, he has been ordered 
by the king to sleep. I am furnished with books, the 
blank leaves of which have been torn out ; but I have 
neither news, nor gazettes, nor communications, nor ink, 
nor pens, nor pencils, and it is absolutely a miracle that 
I am in possession of this sheet of paper, on which I 
write with a toothpick. 

" My health is declining, for liberty is as necessary to 
my physical, as to my moral constitution. The small 
quantity of air, which finds its way into my subterra- 
nean cell, has brought but little relief to the oppression 
of my lungs. I am often feverish ; I take no exercise, 
and but little rest I make no complaints, however, for 
experience has taught me the inutility of so doing. 
Nevertheless, I cling to life, and my friends may 
rest assured of the active operation of all the sentiments 
which contribute to make me value the preservation of 
my existence ; although, considering my position and 
the progre^ of my sufferings, I cannot much longer 
answer for the efficacy of my endeavours. Perhaps it 
is better to prepare my firiends in this manner, than to 
surprise them hereafter by an unexpected blow."* 

May the painful impression, recently made on every 
feeling heart, by the disclosures of the ill-fated Silvio 
Pellico, at length release human nature from so grave a 
reproach as that of the sufferings which may be heaped 
on an innocent man ! 

During the restoration, a number of distinguished 



• This letter is to be found in English, in a work on the life of 
Govemaur Morns, Boston, 1832. It has been translated into French, 
and inserted into M. Jules Taschereau's excellent collection. 
View Belrospeclive, vol. v. page 142. 
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writers were incarcerated for their liberal opinions. 
La&yette visited them, and by thus giving them a pub- 
lic testimony of his esteem and friendship, seemed 
desirous of rendering himself a guarantee for their 
principles. In 1829, 1 qpoke to him of the sufferings en- 
dured in ttie dungeons of Lisbon, by M. De Mello Brey- 
ner, the victim of Don Miguel ; Lafayette, though not 
precisely of the same political opinions, sincerely lament- 
ed his &.te, felt indignant at the barbarity of his per- 
secutors, and predicted the £bAI of the cruel prince whose 
orders they executed. 

The commander, De Mello Breyner, one of the most 
learned juris consults of Portugal, was minister pleni- 
potentiary from that country to Paris, in 1826. At that 
epoch I was called on to see him, in my professional 
capacity. He was then seventy-five years old, but he 
had preserved all the freshness of his intelligence. 
During his stay in Paris, his health was seriously en* 
dangered by different affections, which gave me occa- 
sion to see him frequently, and to profit by his conver- 
sation, which was no less witty than solid and instruc- 
tive. He recognised! as the basis of all legislation, the 
fundamental principles established by Lafayette, '^ that 
no man is bound to submit to laws, unless agreed to by 
himself or his representatives, and promulgated and 
legally applied beforehand ; moreover, that laws should 
be clear, precise, and uniform for all the citizens." 

Independently of the useful public monuments, with 
which he enriched Oporto, and advantageous reforms 
which he introduced into the administration, M. De 
Mello Breyner, when governor of that city, occupied 
himself in a special manner with effecting a change in 
the prison r6j^me, and improving the condition of the 
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prisoners, who looked upon him as a second father. 
He felt a pleasure in talking to me of the alterations 
which he had judged it expedient to make, of the bene- 
ficial results obtained from them, and above all, of the 
regret which was felt for his loss in Oporto* I have 
since ascertained from several of his countrymen that 
when even the prisoners claimed his assistance, he would 
immediately attend to their summons at any hour of the 
day or night, and proceed alone into the most noisome 
dungeons to afford them such relief as in his capacity 
of governor he was enabled to grant them. Like La- 
fiiyette, he maintained that the law, in depriving man 
of his hberty, was not obliged to act in opposition to the 
dictates of humanity, by inflicting on him privations and 
sufferings that might endanger his health or his exist- 
ence. This respectable magistrate then little foresaw, 
that after serving his country for more than fifty years, 
he would one day become the victim of Don Miguel's 
vengeance, — ^that at the age of 79 he would be borne 
from his family and his friends, and thrown into a dun- 
geon, to perish in misery and abandonment ! 

Notwithstanding his advanced age, and his habitually- 
feeble health, M. De Mello Breyner sacrificed every thing 
to his duty. At the period of the promulgation of the 
charter by Don Pedro, he was named minister of just- 
ice in Lisbon, though he was actually for the moment 
in Paris. On that occasion, I observed to him, that his 
health was too delicate to resist the fatigues that must 
be occasioned by his new functions, in a country agi- 
tated by the most stormy passions. " I am fully sensi- 
ble," replied he, " of the weight of all your arguments, 
and I thank you for the interest which you take in my 
concerns. I should prefer remaining in Paris with my 
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worthy friends, and superintending the education of my 
sons ; but my country claims my services, and if she 
has need of me, I must obey her summons, and die in 
the breach, if necessary." Shortly after his return to 
Portugal, having been dismissed from the post which 
he had accepted, he retired to a country-house in the 
environs of Lisbon. I received a long letter from him, 
which he wrote in his retirement, and which was 
brought- to me by Doctor Cordeiro. " My good friend," 
wrote he, "I should have acted wisely in following 
your prudent advice, and remaining in France; but you 
see I am still young in experience. Here I am, living 
retired in my country-seat, where I cultivate my cab- 
bages, which are far less ungrateful than men." Some 
months afterward, he was arrested and thrown into 
the prisons of Bogeo, whence he was transferred to those 
of Belem, and next to those of Saint Julien. It was 
only after the most pressing solicitations, that his un- 
happy dau^ter, the Marchioness de Niza, obtained per- 
mission^br herself and her brothers to visit and attend 
their aged &ther. She was not allowed to share his 
captivity, and she was daily forced, even in the most 
inclement weather, to cross the Tagus in a boat, in 
order to arrive at her father's dungeon. She often 
reached his presence drenched by the waves and dying 
with cold, and in that state passed the day by his side. 
Her delicate health was soon enfeebled, and from that 
period was never completely re-established. Madame 
De Niza had the chagrin to be herself separated from her 
father some months before his death, all communication 
between them having been interdicted. It is impossible 
to reflect without horror on the sufferings endured by 
the aged prisoner on his bed of misery which was too 
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small for him, and on which he was not at liberty even 
to stretch himself at full length in his agony! 

As soon as M. De Mello Breyner had breathed his 
last, his ferocious jailers would have thrown his body 
into the Tagus ; and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that his daughter, aided by the worthy Abb6 St6fani, 
her son's preceptor, obtained permission, as a &,vour, to 
bestow the rite of burial on his remains. The follow* 
ing trait may be quoted, in proof of the noble charac- 
ter and immoveable firmness of this unfortunate min- 
ister. Every thing had been prepared for his escape, 
which was to have been efkcieA through a window, 
and he was to have embarked in a boat in readiness to 
receive him on the Tagus. The prayers and tears of 
his daughter were unavailing to prevail upon him to 
quit his dungeon. *' I know that I am detained unjust- 
ly," said he ; *' but my jailers are not the judges of that 
question, and in executing their orders, they merely do 
their duty. I will not compromise them by seeking 
safety in flight." The Marchioness de Niza, who 
shortly after the death of her father, was herself obliged 
to quit Lisbon, now resides in Paris, where she de- 
votes herself to the education of her son. She is the 
widow of the Marquis de Niza, a descendant of Yasco da 
Gama. M. De Mello Breyner's three sons have em- 
braced the profession of arms, and have fought bravely 
for the liberation of their country. 

Lafayette was extremely desirous that the penitentiary 
r^me so generally adopted in the prisons of the United 
States, should be introduced into ours. He was no advo- 
cate, however, for the complete seclusion of the prison- 
ers. '^SoUtary confinement," said he, ''is a punish- 
ment, which, to be judged of, must be endured.^ He 
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thought, like the virtuous Malesherbes, that it must lead 
to notadness. During the five years of his own cap- 
tivity, he had passed an entire year in that manner, and 
fi)r a portion of the remaining period, had seexk but one 
companion for an hour every day. He observed, that 
his own experience had convinced him that the system 
was not calculated to lead to reformation — ^that he had 
been confined for his attempts to revolutionize the people 
against despotism and the aristocracy — that he em- 
ployed his solitary hours in meditating on that object, 
and that, on quitting his prison, he was not in the least 
diverted firom his original design.* He thought that 
the law, in depriving man of his liberty, in separating 
him firom the society to which he had given just cause 
of complaint, should have for its object, not only to 
infiict punishment on the prisoner, but also to correct 
.and amend him, for his own sake, and for that of the 
society to which he was one day to be restored. He 
looked upon most of our houses of correction as places 
of demoralization, better calculated to stimulate culprits 
in the career of crime, than to withdraw them from 
their evil courses. He took much interest in the par- 
ticulars with which I one day acquainted him as to the 
government and administration of the penitentiary at 
Geneva, which I had visited. His philanthropy was 
still more hurt than his national pride, at seeing, that in 
this respect we remain far in arrear of our neighbours, 
and your countrymen. 

Capital punishment was held in horror by Lafayette, 
who constantly raised his voice against that monstrous 
penalty. He thought that society had no right to take 



.* Levasseor's IdrfofeUe in Astmiea, Vol. IL page 331. 
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away what it could not restore, or exercise the right of 
life and death upon one of its members, especially in 
inatters of political and religious opinion, which belong 
to what man holds most dear, most sacred, and most 
inviolable — ^Uberty of conscience. He constantly in- 
veighed against exceptional tribunals ; which in his 
opinion were nothing more than a terrible instrument 
placed in the hands of despotism, to give an appear- 
ance of legality to its most atrocious acts — to murder 
in the name of the law. 

'' Notwithstanding the pains taken to tantalize iis, by 
depriving us of news," wrote he to the Princess d' Be- 
nin, speaking of his jailers at Magdebourg, " a few words; 
firom Damas at the period of our singular meeting at 
Ham, made us acquainted with the success of the 
French army, with the injurious management of pub- 
lic affairs, and with the king's trial, in which all the 
laws of humanity, justice, and national interest, were 
completely violated." 

I have just furnished you, my dear sir, with a sum- 
mary account, though doubtless a very imperfect and 
unmethodical one, of Lafayette's opinions on different 
subjects, taken, as it were, at random. I will add, that 
he was familiar with all questions of morals, jurispru- 
dence, policy, public economy; and that he could have 
treated them all ex professo. I have frequently heard 
him speak of the resources of France and other states ; 
of the relation which people and governments should 
have to each other ; of constitutions, legitimacy, prop- 
erty ; of commerce, industry, agriculture ; of the art 
of war, the progress of civilization, the happiness of 
nations and individuals, and other questions, which ho 
treated with the greatest lucidity, and which he solved 
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with his natural good sense and simplicity. But to re- 
trace all that I recollect of his conversations, would be 
to me a task of some difficulty, for I am not sufficiently 
fioniliar with many of the subjects to which they re- 
ferred ; and beside^, in making the attempt I should 
CKceed the object that I proposed to myself in writing 
these letters, which you must consider merely as notes 
for your information. The next courier will furnish 
you with the recollections which I have retained of 
La&yette's residence at Lagrange. 



LETTER IX. 

Pabu, October 17, 1834. 

Many persons, and among the number, some of your 
countrjrmen, are persuaded that Lafayette was, in a 
manner, wholly given up to politics, and that he could 
have had no time to devote to the duties and occupa- 
tions of private life. My foregoing letters must, I think, 
have already conveyed a contrary impression ; but to 
prove to you, still further, how little foundation there 
was for an opinion so widely circulated, we will trans- 
port ourselves to Lagrange, and examine what La- 
fiiyette did for agriculture and rural economy, for which 
he had imbibed a taste during his exile in foreign 
countries. 

Lafayette had felt a strong desire to become the pos- 
sessor of Lagrange. As soon as he was able to install 
himself in that property, he abandoned himself with 
ardour for several consecutive years, to field labourS| 
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which re-established his health, shattered by the suffer- 
ings of his captivity, and at a later period, afforded hini 
a relaxation from the fatigues, or a consolation for the 
chagrins, of his political career. Like the Roman dic- 
tators, who, in the hour of dang^, quitted the plough^ 
and girded their loins with the sword, Lafayette, after 
the combat, laid down his arms, resumed his peaceful 
and laborious existence, and cmce more found the soil 
less ungrateful than his country, for the pains which he 
lavished on it. On the second Frimaire, year IX.* he 
wrote as follows to Masclet: — "In the mean time, I 
am constantly looking at the fields of Lagrange, till I 
know that they are my property, and that I shall be at 
liberty to cultivate them. The allotment of our shares 
will be finished, I hope^ in three or four decades. 
Adrienae's share will be less considerable than I had 
imagined ; but should I obtain my &vourite residence 
of Lagrange, with its arrondissement of wood, meadows, 
and arable land, I shall arrange a good handsome farm 
for myself, and I shall then envy the lot of none." la 
the same letter he added — " I shall not go to America, 
my dear Masclet, at least in a diplomatic capacity. I 
am &r from abandoning the idea of making private and 
patriotic visits to the United States, and to my fellow- 
citizens of the new world ; but at present I am much 
more intent upon farming than upon embassies. It 
seems to me, that were I to arrive in America in any 
other costume than an American uniform, I should be 
as embarrassed with my appearance as a savage in 
breeches. At all events, the first consul has said noth- 
ing to me about the matter." "I am here alone in 
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my fields," wrote he again to the same friend, " where 
I pass a most agreeable life, turning to account four 
strong ploughs, and aptly demonstrating the disputed 
problem of the &trmer proprietor." 

Before we follow Lafayette in his agricultural la- 
bours, 1 shall remind you of some circumstances which 
you must have noticed in your visits to Lagrange, and 
I shall acquaint you with others, of which you are prob- 
ably ignorant The former will recall to your mind 
agreeable recollections, and the latter will, I am certain, 
excite your warmest interest, especially as an American ; 
for nothing attached to the memory of that great man 
can be viewed with indifference by your countrymen, 
who so well appreciated his virtues. La&yette was, in 
their eyes, a being worthy of the highest veneration, 
and Lagrange a sort of sanctuary, to which they were 
bound to make a pilgrimage. 

Lagrange Bleurau, better known at present as the 
name of Lagrange Lafayette, is situate thirteen leagues 
east of Paris, near Rosay en Brie, and nearly half way 
from Melun to Meaux. The chftteau and farm touch 
one another, and are situate in the centre of the grounds 
which surroond them, and form an almost perfect circle 
of more than eight hundred French acres. The roads 
leading to Lagrange, cross the property, and are well 
planted and carefully kept in order. The entrance into 
the park is through a wide and handsome avenue, 
slightly curved and bordered with young and sturdy 
apple trees, the branches of which incline towards the 
traveller, and seem to offer him the flowers or fruit with 
which they are loaded. This avenue turns to the left, 
passing along the farm, and an old chapel, which, at 
present, forms part of it : and then crosses a small plan^ 
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tation of chestnut trees, and soon afterward shaded by 
beauteous green trees, which impart to it a sombre and 
mysterious aspect, conducts to the extreme of the 
chlLteau. A stone bridge, with parapets, has replaced 
the drawbridge, which formerly existed over the moat. 
The entrance is by a large door composed of two arches ; 
the one exterior and larger than the other, having on 
the sides two deep excavations, which received a por- 
tion of the wood-work and the chains of the old bridge : 
the other, which is on the inside and elliptical, forms 
the real door. On the sides of the latter, may be seen 
two substantial towers, in which are pierced narrow 
windows, in the form of loopholes, and the thick walls 
of which are built of freestone, like the rest of the build- 
ing. The walls, to the level of the tiled roof by which 
they are surmounted, are covered with moss and tufted 
ivy, between the fohage of which may be seen the out- 
line of the casements of the towers; The ivy was 
planted by the celebrated Fox, during his stay at 
Lagrange, with General Fitzpatrick, after the peace of 
Amiens. The plant, which may be taken as a symbol 
of his friendship for Lafayette, has increased with years, 
and clings closer to the walls of his habitation. The 
sketch of this door, which I have given, will suffice, I 
think, to afford you a correct idea of it. The coun, 
through which is the entrance, has the form of an irreg- 
ular square, and is spacious, well lighted, and enlivened 
by the view of a park, on which it opens. In the cen- 
tre, is the front of the chateau, of which I furnish you 
with a plan, executed from a drawing which General 
Carbonel was kind enough to place at my disposal. 

I also give another view of the chateau, taken 
from the entrance of the copse at the extremity of the 
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lawn. The park contains several benches, resembling 
that which I have here sketched. Each of them is form^ 
ed of a plank placed between two trees, which receives 
its extremities, and then fix them securely by the suc- 
cessively increasing thickness of their exterior surface* 
The ch&teau, which is not regular, presents to view 
five towers, covered with conical roofs of a rather ele- 
gant form. Two of them are placed at the extremity 
of the wings, of which they form the termination ; two 
otbers are situaie on me outside of the angles, uniting 
the wings to the main body of the building, behind 
which is the fifih. I could have wished to introduce 
into this part of my letter, the precision with which 
General Latour Maubourg has given his model in his 
description of the prisons of Olmutz. I am unable to 
imitate him very closely, but I furnish you with a hast- 
ily drawn plan, which may supply the deficiencies of 
my description. 




1. The avenue leading to the gate of the chi- 
teau. 

5. The bridge. 
<8. The gate. 

4, 5. The two btteral towen oftbe gate. 

6. The court. 

7. The fitoiit of the main body of the building. 

8. The wings of the chiteau. 

4, 9. The towen which faaa the tennination 
of the wicgs of the ch&teau on the side of 
the park. 



9. The second recetring-roooi. 

10. The tower in which ti placed Laftyette's 
library. 

11. The part corresponding with Lafoyette's 
bedchamber. 

IS. The central tower, surmounted by a partr 

tonnerro. 
13, 13. 13, 13. The moat whidi suirooods the 

cli&teau. 

15. The park lawn. 

16. The pavilkM of the American canoe. 
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The ch&teau has two stories besides the ground-floor. 
The servants' bedrooms are immediately under the 
roo£ The walls are ornamented and covered on the 
outside with creeping plants, such as ivy, Yii]^ia jas- 
mines, &,c. They are surrounded "with thick bushes 
and fine trees, and enormous weeping-willows, which 
rise to the roo^ or tranquilly incline their branches 
towards the waters of the moat, which is about thirty 
or forty feet in breadth, and seven or eight in depth. It 
no longer completely surrounds the chftteau, Lafstyette 
having had it filled on the side of the court, from which 
there is now a level passage to the lawn. The waters 
of the moat, which are limpid, and contain fine fish, 
are fed by a stream that runs firom one of the ponds of 
the farm. On the outside, the moat is reached by a 
gentle slope, covered with a greensward, enamelled with 
flowers. On the ground-floor of the ch&teau, and com- 
municating with the vestibule, is a small chapel, a large 
dining-room capable of containing forty or fifl;y persons, 
and farther on, the kitchens. A wide and handsome 
stone staircase, perfectly well lighted, leads to the 
two receiving-rooms, to La&yette's museum, and to the 
corridors, which conduct to the other apartments of 
the family, and to those reserved for friends. 

Lafayette's apartments on the second floor, are com- 
posed of an antechamber, a bedroom, and a library, the 
windows of which look upon the park, and command 
the buildings of the farm, that may be seen almost in a 
straight line, at about the distance of fifty yards. All 
these apartments are very neat and dean, well kept, and 
furnished with the greatest simplicity. I shall give a 
summary description of such of the objects composing 
the fumiturei as may interest you. 
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At the entrance of the vestibule are two small pieces 
of cannon, which the Parisian populace, at the period 
of the revolution of July, had mounted upon coach- 
wheels tj attack the troops of Charles X. The con- 
querors afterward had them remounted upon new gun- 
carriages, and presented them to Lafayette. In front of 
the touchhole of each, is the following inscription, en- 
graved in prominent characters : — 

THE PAXISIAN PEOPLE 

TO GENERAL LAFAYETTE, 

AUGUST Sd, 1830. 

Near the cannons, a white cockatoo reposes on his 
perch. This fine bird, which was presented to La- 
fiiyette in 1829 by Benjamin Ck)nstant, alwa3rs wel- 
comed the general, whom he seemed perfectly to dis- 
tinguish from the other inmates of the chd,teau, testify- 
ing the utmost joy at his approach, and lavishing on 
him the most affectionate caresses, whenever he stopped 
near his perch. 

The small chapel opening on the vestibule, is now 
hung with black, and is reserved for the exclusive use 
of the members of the family. It is distinguished by 
extreme simplicity. The altar is decorated with a cru- 
cifix of ivory, and with silver candelabras. On the 
walls, and opposite to each other, are placed two tablets, 
on one of which is written the 129th Psalm, vespers of 
Wednesday; and on the othefi the lesson from the book 
of Tobias, chapter 13. 

On the wall of the vestibule, parallel to the great 
door of the saloon, may be seen a trophy of flags, 
grouped with considerable art and feeling, and most of 
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which recall some historical recollections. Among them 
may be distinguished a tattered flag, taken by the peo- 
ple of Paris from the Swiss Guard in the days of July, 
1830 ; by the side of it, the tricoloured flag, borne by 
the child who was killed on the 28th July, 1830, on the 
bridge of Areola, and near them a flag presented to 
General Lafayette, by the wounded in the hospital, after 
the battle of the Pyramids, as a token of their gratitude; 
a standard of the 8th regiment of hussars ; a flag belong- 
ing to the old Paris National Guard of 1789, which is 
still in good condition, though its colours are almost 
wholly faded ; several American and Polish flags, &c.* 
Receiving-rooms, — The first is a large square apart- 
ment, well lighted, and warmed in winter by an enor- 
mous stove of bronze, in the form of a truncated pillar. 
On two small bookstands, and forming pendants to 
each other, are placed the marble busts of Monroe and 
duincy Adams, Presidents of the United States. Over 
the door is seen a painting which represents a memo- 
rable epoch in the life of Lafayette. It represents the 
port of Passage, in Spain, where General Lafayette, after 
many vicissitudes, embarked, at the period of his first 
departure for America. The vessel, freighted by him, 
with the American flag at the head, and the French flag 
in the stem, is represented as just setting sail, crossing 
the narrow entrance of the harbour, and gaining the 
open sea, to bear to the new world the man who was 
to ensure its independence. The painting is by Robert. 
To the right and left of the door are two other paint- 
ings, by the same master. The one represents the 
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French federation, seen from the triumphal arch which 
was erected in the Champ de Mars, on the side of die 
Seine. The perspective of the painting is fine, and 
gives a perfect idea of the grandeur of the solemnity 
which, after days of discord and mourning, seemed to 
have united all the French in one family. The other 
painting, which represents the demolition of the Bastile, 
is full of life and movement, and bears evidence of 
having been executed by a painter still under the emo- 
tion of the terrible scene which he had witnessed. The 
populace, excited to the highest pitch of phrensy, are 
under arms, and have rendered themselves masters of 
the fortress, all traces of which they wish to destroy, 
by uprooting and detaching the stones that compose the 
building. Enormous masses are levelled to the ground, 
and soon fill, with their smoking ruins, the deep ditches 
that surround the Bastile. A great part of the scene 
of destruction, which is strongly characteristic of the 
time, is enveloped in clouds of dust and smoke. The 
painting which I have just described was exhibited at 
the Louvre, in 1790. La&yette examined it in com- 
pany with one of his friends, and in the height of his 
admiration exclaimed, that <' whoever might become 
possessor of it, would be a happy man." Robert was, 
at that moment, standing behind the general, and lent 
an attentive ear to the judgment pronounced on his 
painting. On hearing the last words, he advanced 
towards La&yette, and said — " General, be happy ; that 
painting is yours." From the date of that meeting, 
conmienced an acquaintance between the general and 
the painter — ^an acquaintance which, afterward, ripened 
into friendship. 
Beneath the two paintings just described, are i^aced 
15 
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the portrait of Commodore Morris, commander of the 
Brandywine frigate, who brought Lafayette back to 
France, on the occasion of his last voyage from Amer- 
ica, and the portrait of the American General Greene. 
On the wall, to the right, are the beautiful engravings 
of the American Declaration of Independence, and the 
" Farewell Address" of President Washington. 

The most remarkable ornament of this room, is a 
marble bust of Lafayette, from the chisel of David, sup- 
ported on a small pedestal, and placed between the por 
traits of Washington and Franklin."* The flag of the 
American frigate Brandymne^ presented to L^i&yette 
by Lieutenant Gregory, shades the portraits of these 
three friends, whom it seems to unite, while its azure 
folds, spangled with silver stars, float above their heads. 
The effect of this group is admirable, and recalls so 
many noble recollections ! The Guest of the American 
nation, could not be better placed than between the two 
principal founders of her liberty. In accordance with 
the result of a deUberation of the city of New York, — a 
deUberation with which you are, no doubt, acquainted, — 
the name, the NatwnHs Gfuest, was, for the first time, 
given to Lafayette, on the occasion of his last visit to 
America. 

The second receiving-room is round, like the tower 
in which it is situated. Its hangings, which are simple, 
are of stuff, with white and nankin coloured stripes, and 
it is ornamented with a handsome bronze bust of 
Washington, by David. Above the busts, are placed 



• These portraits are handsome copies, executed from the originals^ 
the first by M. Scheffer, and the second by Madame Adolphe Perriefi 
one of Lafayette's gpranddanghten. 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 176 

the portraits of John Adams, and Quincy Adams, his 
son, both Presidents of the United States. These two 
portraits are placed opposite to those of Presidents Jefier- 
scHi, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson. All these paint*- 
ings, though by different masters, are admirably ex- 
ecuted ; and, above all, possess, according to Lafeyette, 
the merit of being perfect likenesses. 

On each side of the chimney, are placed, as pendants 
to each other : 1st, the portrait of the ill-&ted Bailly, 
the first mayor of Paris, a man, as estimable for his 
probity and information, as for his courage, and who 
perished on the scaffold, at the period of our first revo- 
lution. Lafayette, after giving an account of the affair 
of the Champ de Mars, to the bailli de Plo6n, termi- 
nated with these words : — " This, sir, is a statement of 
the affair of the Champ de Mars, which, subsequentlyi 
and when crime obtained a triumph, became one of the 
causes of the long and painful sufferings by which the 
illustrious and excellent Bailly expiated, among the 
Parisians, the services which he had rendered to them ; 
the atrocity of the assassins being equalled only by the 
magnanimity of the victim." 2d. The portrait of the 
unfortunate Duke de la Rochefoucauld, President of the 
Department, who w^as massacred at Gisors, at the same 
period. On the chimney, a neat pendule separates the 
bust of General Biego, who died for liberty, from that of 
his wife.' 

A small staircase leads to the private apartment of 
La&yette. The antechamber is lighted by means of a 
skylight from above. Near the entrance-door, to the 
left, is placed the portrait of the corporal of the prison 
of Olmutz, to whom I have already introduced you. 
The bedchamber is an irregular square, and the hang- 
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ings are of yellow silk stufb. The bed, and tfie rest Of 
the fiimitiirei are simple and neat The walb are 
cofered with paintings, drawings, and engravings, th^ 
jHrincipal of which I proceed to describe. Above the 
five doors of this chamber, are as many half-length 
£unily portraits, painted in oil-<rolours. They are as 
follows : 1st, Lafayette's father, killed, at the age of 26, 
at the battle of Minden, (La&yette was then but two 
years old ;) 2d, his mother ; 3d, his grandmother ; and 
4th, his two aunts, who took care of his in&ncy, and 
for whom he entertained the greatest respect and aJSTec- 
tion. Opposite to the bed, may be seen a fine portrait 
of Marshal de Noailles. Among the engraved or 
sketched portraits, are those of Fox, General Fitzpatrick, 
Thomas Clarkson, Henry Clay, the Duke de Noailles, 
Kosciusko, Jackson, Jefferson, Clinton, Crawford, Cal- 
houn, Van Ryssel, the Count de Mun, Necker, Madame 
de Stael, Madame d'H6nin, Madame de Tess6, General 
Ejiox, General Foy, L6on Dubreuil, the physician, and 
the master and friend of Cabanis, <fec. I must also no- 
tice a small silhouette of Judge Peters, of Philadelphia, 
and a handsome portrait of Lally Tolendal, tearing off 
the crape which covers the bust of his father, whose 
memory he had just vindicated. 

On one side of the chimney may be observed a large 
miniature, which deserves attention, both on account of 
the individual represented, and the beauty of its execu- 
tion. It is the portrait of Mr. F. K.*Huger, who may be 
called La&yette's deliverer, although his bold attempt to 
release him from the prisons of Olmutz was not crowned 
with success. You, no doubt, know, that this worthy 
son of Major Huger, of South Carolina, at whose hooss 
La&yette was a guest, at the period of his first visit to 
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America had the generosity to give himself up, in order 
to facilitate the escape of Lafayette and Bollmann. I 
shall never forget the vivid and agreeable emotion 
which I felt on seeing this portrait for the first time. It 
is said to be a striking resemblance. The forehead of 
Mr. Huger is broadly developed, and characterized by a 
noble expression. The face is oval, slender, and high- 
complexioned ; the nose rather prominent, and the lips 
thin. The eyes, which are blue approaching to grayi 
are full of expression. The ensemble of this fine coun- 
tenance bespeaks a man of fine feelingS| elevated souli 
and determined character. 




The portrait is surrounded with a gold frame, deco- 
rated with rose-boughs, and other ornaments, in ex- 
cellent taste, and enclosed in a box of massive gold. 
It was presented to Lafayette, in 1825, by the city of 
Charlestown, as maybe seen by the foregoing inscrip- 

15* 
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tkm, which is placed behind the box, and surrounded 
with a carved gold frame. 

Above the bed is a painting, representing a meeting 
of the superior officers of the American army, (La- 
&yette among the number,) and the staff of General 
Bochambeau, at the siege of Yorktown.' Of the draw* 
ings, the most remarkable are — a view of the residence 
of John Adams, by his granddaughter, Miss Eliza 
Quincy ; and Mr. Hancock's house, at Boston ; Wash- 
ington's house, (an engraving ;) and a view of Fa3rette- 
ville, a small town, situate on the western bank of the 
river Capefear, sketched in 1814, by M. Horace Say. 

In 1814, my friend, M. H. Say, the son of the cele- 
brated economist, onhiswayfiromCharlestown to New- 
York, passed by the capital of North Carolina, to which 
the gratitude of America has given the name of Fay- 
etteville. The town was then by no means populous, 
and consisted only of two large streets, in the form of a 
cross, at the meeting point of which, was the governor's 
residence. The view of the country presented nothing 
picturesque, but the name given to the town induced 
the young traveller to take a sketch of it. On his re- 
turn to France, thinking that such a mark of attention 
might not be indifferent to the general, he had a frame 
made for his sketch, (with a copy of which I present 
you,) and sent it to liiuL In 1818, M. Say's brother- 
in-law, M. Ck>mpte, one of the editors of the Censetir 
Europ€en^ was persecuted by tlie restoration, and found 
a hospitable shelter at Lagrange. La&yette wrote t0 
M. H. Say, to invite him to spend a few days at his 
country-seat. My friend accepted the invitation ; and 
one morning, as he was on the point of taking a walk 
in the park, a servant apprized him, that the genend 
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denred to side him. As soon as M. Say entered his 
caUnet, Lafayette cordially pressed his hand, madellim 
take a seat, beside himself, and said to him — ^ I have 
been deeply aiffected at seeing that you thought of me 
in the United States. There is your drawing, which I 
have kept near me. I shall probably never see the 
place itself, but you have, at least, given me an idea of 
it." At that period, he little thought, that, some years 
afterward; he should make his triumphal entry into 
that very town ! 

On the occasion of his last visit to America, <m his 
approach to Fayetteville, although the weather was 
shocking, and the rain fell in torrents, he said to Bas^ 
ti«i, " We shall now see if M. Say has given a correct 
representation of the town, of which he has sent me a 
drawing." He immediately knew it from the recollec- 
tion that he preserved of the sketch ; on the correctness 
of which, he complimented the author on his return 
to Paris. 

On the drawers is placed a silver vase, carved with 
considerable taste, and presented to Lafayette by the 
midshipmen of the Brandywine frigate, when he em- 
barked on board of that vessel for France. TThe Presi- 
dent of the United States had decided, that each state 
should be represented by a midshipman. So that the 
frigate received twenty-four of those young men, instead 
of eight or ten, usually to be found on board vessels of 
her rank. These young officers, deeply affected by La- 
fayette's paternal friendship to them on the voyage, beg- 
ged him, at parting, to allow them to present him with 
a lasting token of their attachment The vase which 
they determined to offer him, was executed in F^ris, 
under the direction of Mr. Bamett, consul finr the 
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United States, and sent to Lafayette shortly after his 
arrival. The neck of it is surrounded with vine leaves 
gracefully arranged, and two heads of river gods re- 
place the handles. The American eagle, which is 
carved on one of the sides, and which hovers in front 
of a cloud spangled with stars, grasps in one of his 
talons a bundle of javelins, and in the other an olive* 
branch. Acanthus leaves ornament the base of the 
vase, the square stand of which, supported on four 
lions' feet, presents on three of its sides an equal number 
of basreliefi, representing, 1st, the capitol of Washiug- 
ton ; 2d, La&yette's visit to the tomb of Washington ; 
3d, the arrival of the Brandywine at Havre. On the 
fourth side of the stand is engraved, in English, the fol* 
lowing inscription : 

PRESENTED BY THE 

MIO0HIPMBN OP THB UNITBD STATES FRIOATI 

BRAND YWINB, 

AS A TBSTIMONT OF INDIYIOUAL ESTEEM, AND COLLECTIYB 

AnmRATION, A TRIBUTE TO THE PRITATE^ WORTH 

AND PUBUC EXCELLENCT OF 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 

Near the vase is a box enclosing the silver epauletSy 
embroidered with three stars, which La&yette wore as 
commander-in-chief of the National Guards. 

Beside the chimney is placed the cane which La- 
&yette habitually carried, and which had been given to 
him by Commodore Taylor. The head of the cane is 
simply a stag's horn with a gold plate, on which may 
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be lead the vords^-" Commodoie Taylor to OenenI 
La&yetle." 




la the presses of the bedchamber, are preserved the 
general's clothes, and many other precious objects. 
Among the former, may be remarked, 1st, the complete 
miiform of a grenadier of the Warsaw National Guard, 
presented by the Poles, and which Lafayette frequenUy 
wore ; 2d, a. complete blue cloth suit, given to him by 
the Americans of Carolina : the cloth of the coat, and 
the massive gold buttons by which it is ornamented, are 
of Carolina manufacture. On the buttons is the effigy 
of Washiogton. 

7%« LUn-ary — Placed in one of the towers of the 
chftteau: its form is circular, and it is well lighted by 
two large windows. It is composed of three divisions^ 
the shelves of which are supported on white pillars 
of an el^ant form. Presses marked by fictitious titles 
of folio volumes, and drawers filled with a variety 
of interesting objects, occupy the lower parts. The 
pillars are surmounted by an equal number of la^ 
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oQ-coloured paintings, in the cameo «Cyk^ and vep* 
resenting, Dietrich, Van Ryssel, Desroussetnz, IPmoikr 
lin, Washington, Bailly, Larochefoucauld, Lavoisier, 
Malesherbes. These paintings are separated, and sur- 
mounted by six small urns, on which are inscribed the 
names of Daverhout, Laurens, Desaix, Mandat, Kalb, 
Gouvion. 

The best works of history, the political and moral 
sciences, literature, fine arts, and especially agriculture, 
are preserved by handsome bindings. Most of these 
works were given as presents to the general. Many 
of them are written in foreign languages, and especially 
in German and English. A particular place has been 
reserved for American books. With regard to the lat- 
ter, I must not forget to mention a superb manuscript 
folio, ordered by the city of New York for Lafayette, 
and on which he set the greatest value. This book, 
which was transmitted to him at Washington on his 
birthday, by a deputation from New York, contains 
the acts and deliberations of that city, and a narrative 
of the events which relate to his stay there. It is 
adorned with vignettes and handsome drawings, exe- 
cuted with the pen. The penmanship of the work was 
executed by Mr. Bragg, and the drawings and vignettes 
by Messrs. Burton, Inman, and Gumming. The paper 
is of American manufacture, the binding is extremely 
rich, and executed by Mr. Forster, of New York, To 
preserve the volume from injury, it has been placed in 
a mahogany box with lock and key. 

Two mahogany armchairs, and four ordinary chairs, 
covered with morocco leather, and a table with a desk, 
form the furniture of the library ; where are also two 
chairs, the cushions of which were embroidered bj 
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Madame La&yette. Iq the table drawers are tvo eeals. 
One of Oomeiiaii, worn by I^iayette on hia hist voyage 
to .America, bears his cipher, surrounded with the 
motto which he had adopted — Cktr Nan. 



The other seal, is that habitually used by bim, and 
given to him by Mr. Barnett, consul for the United 
States in Paris. It represents the head of WashingtOQ 
surrounded with rays. 




Near one of Uie windows of the library is placed a 
speaking-trumpet, the use of which I shall presently 
explain. 

The objects contained in (he presses and drawers of 
the library, might of themselres form a museum. I 
shall now introduce some of them to your notice. 

Fir^ a Roman banner, a trophy presented by (he 
city of Lyons to General Lafayette, when he relin' 
qoished the command of the National Guard, after (be 
formation of the Constituent Assembly. La&yette had 
a high value for, and preserved with gratitude, (bis tes- 
timony of esteem, given to him by the inhabitants ot the 
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second city of France, at a memorable period of our 
first revolution. Thus, when in 1829 the genial had 
been harangued by M. Prunelle, in the name of the 
citizens of Lyons, he in his answer reminded that fimc* 
tionary, that at the solemnity of the federation, he had 
with the utmost transport applauded the new banner of 
the department of the Rhone. *' It was on the occasion 
of that sublime anniversary," added he, "that I re- 
ceived from the city of Lyons the symbolic present 
which you have done me the honour to mention, and 
which I have ever preserved as a precious talisman — 
an indissoluble tie that binds me to her wel&re.'' 

The following is a brief description of the trophy, of 
which you are above presented with a sketch. A 
civic crown of oak leaves, surmounted by the Gallic 
cock, embraces a large shieldi on one side of which, is 
represented the self-devoted Curtius precipitating him- 
self into the gulf, whose flames already envelop his 
horse's breast. On the other side of the shield, is the 
lion, which has been adopted as the arms of the city. 




Under the crown, on the first cross-piece, are inscribed 
the initial letters C. L. O. C, {Gives Jjugdunenses 
Optimo civi,) 

2d. A civic crown of silver, given to La&yotte in 
1 829, by the inhabitants of the town of Grenoble. The 
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oak'leaves with which this crown is encircled, and the 
acorns placed at different distances, are tastefully and 
exquisitely wrought, 

3d. A gold medal, presented to La&yette by the chil- 
dren of the public schools of Hartford, and on which 
may be read — 

THB 
CHILDREN OF HARTFORD, 

TO LAFAYETTE, 

4th SEPTEBfBER, 1884. 

4th. A handsome medal, which the electors of Meaux 
caused to be struck in honour of Lafayette. It was 
engraved by our skilful artist M. Gatteaux, and bears 
on one side a striking likeness of Lafayette, with two 
dates, which recall two memorable epochs of his poUtical 
career — 1789 and 1830. On the other side, a civic crown 
forms a frame for the following words in basrelief : — 

A LAFAYETTE 

L'ABSONDISSEMENT DE MEAUX 

Many of the objects consist of souvenirs of General 
Washington, which Lafayette preserved with religious 
care. The following are the principal : — 

6th. An ivory-handled pair of glasses, mounted in 
silver, and used by Washington during the latter years 
of his life. One side of the handle bears a silver shield, 
on which may be read the word — " Washington." The 
glasses are enclosed in a morocco-leather case. 

6th. A long-handled parasol, with an ivory top, 

which the illustrious President of the United States 

usually attached to his horse's saddle, to protect him- 

sell^ on his travels, from the burning rays of a Carolina 

16 
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Sim. The colour of the stuff with which the parasol is 
covered, has almost entirely faded. 

7th. The last piece of tapestry embroidered by Mrs. 
Washington, at the age of seventy. It represents shells, 
of the comb shape, regularly arranged, and covers a 
handsome cushion, presented to Lafayette, as expressed 
in the inscription which is behind it, on the 31st Au- 
gust, 1821, by Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, granddaughter 
of Mrs. Washington. 

8th. A ring, enclosing Washington's and his wife's 
hair. Lafayette having, in 1824, proceeded to visit the 
tomb of his illustrious friend at Mount Vernon, Mr. 
Custis, grandson of Mrs. Washington, presented to him 
the ring, in the name of the &mily, at the same time 
requesting him to bequeath it, after his death, to his 
eldest grandson, M. Oscar La&yette. 




The chestnut hair, in the middle of the ring, is Wash- 
ington's ; the white hair, on each side, that of his wife. 
Around the hair, are the words, pater patriae ; on 
the sides, mount vernon ; and behind, the following 
inscription : — 

LAf^AYETTE 

ittr. 

PRO. NOtt. 0RBI8. LtB^TAT£. 

DBCERTABAT. JDTENI8. 

8TABIUTAM. 8ENEX. 

INVENTT. 

1694. 




WASHINGTON'S OLA88S8. 




WASHINGTON** PASAIOL. 
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9th. The decoration of Oindnnatusj worn by Wash* 
ington. Mrs. Lewis, who had mherited this precious 
decoration, made a present of it, in 1824, to La&yette, 
with a request that it should be afterward given to his 
second grandson, M. Edmond Lafayette. After the war 
of independence, the officers of the American army had 
established the order of Cincinnatus, with a view to 
form, among themselves, a bond, that might remind 
them of their ancient union. The object of the society 
was, 1st, To perpetuate the memory of the American 
revolution, and to keep up a friendship among the offi- 
cers, and the union of the States. 2d, To form a cap- 
ital, the interest of which was to be employed for the 
relief of the widows and orphans of such as had fallen 
in the war. Washington had been named president of 
the order ; the suppression of which, he, at a later pe- 
riod, demanded from the General Assembly, as it had 
excited a spirit of jealousy and animosity among his 
fellow-citizens. The society of Cincinnatus, feeling the 
deepest gratitude for the generous assistance which 
America had received from France, and being desirous 
of perpetuating ties of friendship between the officers 
of both countries, had sent the decoration of the order 
to the Counts D'Estaing, De Grasse, De Barras, De 
Rochambeau, and to Lafayette, the unfortunate Lapey- 
rouse, &c. The decoration, of enamelled gold, is 
frame4 in a laurel crown, sustained by two carnu copicB^ 
Interwoven together, from which issues fruit, and which 
fure themselves suspended to the riband by an oblong 
ring formed of two tresses, attached together. The 
American eagle, with extended wings, occupies the 
middle of the crown, and bears a shield on each side. 
On one of the shields may be seen Cincinnatus, leaning 
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on his plough, and receiving the Roman deputies, who 
present him with the sword of the dictator. Around, 
are these words, written in letters of gold, on a sky4)lue 
ground: omnia. RELiNauiT. serva&e. rempu. On 
the other shield, may be observed Cincinnatus resuming 
his agricultural labours, and conducting a plough. At 
a Utde distance is his cottage. This httle scene is 
illumined by the sun, and around are the words — 

SOCI. CIN. RUM. INST. A. D. 1783, VIRT. PRiG. The 

figures of the shields are of dead gold ; the ground of 
green enamel ; and the bearings, of carnation enamd. 
The decoration is supported by a sky-bhie watered silk 
riband, edged with a white piping, in token of the al* 
liance between France and America, and held tc^ther 
by a gold clasp. The riband used by Washington is 
half worn out. On the morocco-leather box, which en- 
closes the decoration, are the words — ^^ Washington's 
Cincinnati BadgeP 

10th, A cane which was formerly carried by Frank- 
lin — given to La&yette on his last visit to America. 

11th. A pin, the square medalhon of which contains 
the hair, and presents the cipher of Franklin. This 
pin was sent to La&yette by his firiend's granddaugh- 
ter. On the back are engraved the words — Benjamin 
Franklin. >==-v 
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12th. A ring which presents the portrait, and con- 
tains the hair of Jeremy Bentham. That celebrated 
EngUsh writer bequeathed it by will to Lafayette. 
Bound the ring are engraved the words — Memento for 
General Lafayette, Behind the medallion may be 
observed the hair of J. Bentham, platted, and around, 
the words — Jeremy BenthanCs hair and profile. 




13th. A crystal box, mounted in gold, and closed 
with a small padlock. It contains some mournful 
souvenirs. Just before he perished on the scaffold, 
the brave Bi^go untied his cravat, and sent it to his 
wife, with a lock of his hair. Madame Ri^go divided 
the cravat and the hair into two halves — one of which 
she kept for herself, and sent the other to La&yette. 
The latter was deeply affected on seeing the precious 
relics. They are clearly distinguished through the 
pure crystal of the box, on which may be read the 
following simple inscription — 

Teresa el Riego 
Y Riego. 

The piece of cravat, which is of black silk, is placed 
on the bottom of the box; the hair being rolled upon 
a card. The following plate, which is but a third of the 
size of the original, may give you an idea of the whole. 
In 1824, when Lafayette replied to a speech address- 
ed to him by M. Campe^ the president of the conmiittee 
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of Spanish refugees f|i New Orleans, he said of Spaia f- 
— << Liberty will soon; Detom to enlighten and to fertil- ^-^ 
i2se that interesting pon^oa of Europe. Then, an4 %- 
then only, will be appeaaed the manes of Riego, of his ^''- 
young and ill-&ted spouse, and so many other victixfis ' 
of superstition and tyranny.''* 

14th. A round box, which, on account of the wood 
composing it, is a curiosity. The box is of walnut- 
tree wood, and on the Ud is a circle divided into four 
parts, each of which is formed of a different species of 
wood. The following inscription in English may be 
read on the back : — " ReUcs of the olden time. Gift of 
J. F. Watson, member of the society of Penn, to Gen- 
eral La&yette, when he was at Germantown, 20th July, 
1825." The walnut-tree wood is from the last tree of 
the forest of Penn, cut in 1818, opposite to the hall of 
independence. Piece of the wood of another tree of 
Penn, existing at Dash-Hill. The elm-wood is from 
the treaty tree. The oak is from the first bridge con- 
structed on the Dock creek. The mahogany is from 
the house of Christopher Columbus. 

15th. Several other boxes, of different shapes and 
sizes, made from the wood of the tree so well known in 
the United States by the name of the treaty tree, under 
which William Penn concluded, with the Indians, the 
treaty for the cession of the territory of Pennsylvania. 

16th. A large ivory-headed cane, made from the 
wood which served for the first monume^t erected tp 
the memory of General Warren, who fell at Bunker 
Ilill, on the 17th June, X775y fighting for the independ- 
ence of his country. The gold circle which surrounds 

* LevasseuN-work already quoted-^rol. del, page 816, 
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.the cane bears a^ i|dpf^p4fiMeiilt Engii)^ stating, thatim 
the 17th June, l^S^ (the nainiversaif' of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill,) it was given to Qeneraf Lafayette by 
the members of the Charlestown Lodge of King Solo- 
mon, (in the state of Massachusetts.) 

17th. A cane, the head of which presents the por- 
trait of Lafayette, and which was given to him luider 
the following circumstances. At the period of his last 
visit to your countrymen,^ an old American captain 
sought him out at Nashville, and embraced him with 
tears, sapng — "I have had two happy days in my exist* 
ence, that on which I landed with you. at Charlestown, in 
1777, and this day. I have seen and embraced you: 
I now desire to live no longer." He then added, "I 
have nothing but this cane, on which you see your 
portrait — ^I request you to accept it, and to keep it, in 
memory of one of your old soldiers and companions 
in arms." La&yette often made use of this cane. The 
above circumstance reminds me of the story of a worthy 
locksmith, the &ther of a family, who was brought to 
me, at the hospital of St. Antoine, on the 28th July, 
1830. The poor man, whose thigh-bone had been 
shattered by a ball, said to me: — "I feel that I am 
mortally wounded, but while being carried hither, I 
met La&yette — ^he pressed my hand — ^I die content." 
The unfortunate man expired a few days afterward, 
from the gravity of the accidents which were the conse- 
quence of his wound. 

18th. A cane forwarded to La&yette, by a deputa- 
tion from the inhabitants of Bergen, on the occasion of 
his last visit to America. It is made from the branch 
of an apple-tree, under which he had breakfasted with 
Washington, when they both passed through the town 
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together, during the war of the revolution. The apple- 
tree was blown down, by a storm, in 1821. These va- 
rious circumstances are engraved on the gold head of 
the cane. 

19th. A very handsome sword given to Lafiiyette, 
by the New York miUtia, on the occasion of his last 
visit 

20th. A sword, manufactured at New York, and pre- 
sented to Lafayette on the 10th September, 1824, by 
Colonel Muir, at the head of the 9th regiment of artil- 
lery of the state of that name. 

The handle is of ivory, surmounted by an eagle's 
head, which is of carved gold, as well as the rest of the 
mounting. The guard is a small cannon, with move- 
able wheels, the spokes of which are formed of laurel 
branches. The different parts of the handle are joined 
U^ether by twisted work, in good taste. The Uadei 
which is damascened in gold, presents different alle- 
gorical figures, relating to the miUtary art, and to the 
liberty and union of the states of North America. The 
Americem eagle is represented there surmounted by a 
streamer, on which may be read the words — e pluribus 
UNUM. The scabbard of the sword is of copper, gilt 
and carved, and terminating in a quiver, surmounted 
by the Phrygian cap. On one of the sides, is engraved 
the following inscription : — 

Presented to Major General Lafayette^ hy Colonel 
Alexander M. Muir^ in behalf of the offiaers of the 
Ninth Regiment N. Y. S, Artillery , lOth September^ 
1824, as a small token of the esteem in which he is 
held by thsm^for his private worthy and distinguished 
services^ during the war which gave independencs 

TO THE UNITED STATES. 
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LETTER FIRST. 

General conaderations on Lafayette's existence • • • . 1 

The author of these letters has no pretensions to write Lafayette's 
history, but merely to communicate to Mr. Townsend some 
isolated facts on the life of that illustrious man. Connexicm 

of the author with Lafayette and his family 6 

The author believes himself enabled to state, without conceal- 
ment, all that he knows of Lafayette's character and person. 

Portrait of Lafayette 7 

His figure, features, complexion, intellectual faculties 8 

The expression of his countenance 9 

EUs external habits, movements, voice 9 

His meals, dress ; his portrait by M . Scheffer ; his cleanliness ; 

manner of living; his opinion on the employment of time. .. 9 
La&yette detested gaming ; his reason, enthusiasm, information. 10 
He judged mankind according to his own feelings, and saw 
them as they ought to be 11 



LETTER SECOND. 

Lafayette had a happy memory 13 

His frankness ; metaphor of Madam Dupaty 13 

His conversation, repartees, anecdotes • 13 

He spoke little at the Constituent Assembly ; his talent for ex- 
tempore speaking was developed subsequently to the restora- 
tion *, his extempore speeches 14 

His speeches were simple, and their object clearly indicated ; 

anecdote , • 15 

His interrogations and interpolations ......i. 15 

He wrote and spoke Engli^ and French with equal ikciUty ; 

his style in French • •" 15 

His style in EngUsh.... ••••• •••••#•#•••••••• 16 

17 
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Character of his handwriting ••••• ••••^••••••* 17 

Lafayette was on a level with all mankind. 18 

His kindness, good faith, excellent ton 18 

He might, in the last mentioned respect, have served as a model 

to young people, whom he received with kindness 18 

Lafayette was guided only by the aspirations of his heart to do 

good 10 

He famished the author With the Opportunity of witnessing his 

activity, when circumstances required it 19 

His moral qualities exercised absolute influence over his ph3rsi-' ' 

cal qualities ; his courage 00 

His patience and resignation under physical suffering. Relation 
, of his sufferings while imdergoing medical treatment for a 

fracture of the thigh 90 

Letter, in English, from Lafayette to Masclet, in which he 

speaks of the accidents that attended his fracture, of his hope 

of shortly being a grandfather, of his son's approaching ap* 

pointment as aid-de-camp to Greneral Canclaux, and of £imily * 

matters SI 

Lafayette was averse to suffering slight pain, when he judged it 

unnecessary SB 

I^afay ette was not carried away by anger ; expression of his dis- 

content 2S 

His opinion of anger • • 68 

The nature of his ambition • 8S 

Passage of a letter from Lafayette to the Bailli de Ploen, in 

which he speaks of his innate dispositions S3 

Lafayette esteemed glory, reputation ; who, in his opinion, was 

the greatest man of the age 34 

Lafayette's answer to a deputation which, in 1830, pressed him 

to take the crown fc^ himself. Anecdote of an Englishman, 

who came to Paris to see Lafayette 91 

Gandonr was the predominant feature of Lafayette's character . . 91 

Lafayette never employed imsnitable or trivial ejqpressions 95 

Lafayette was master of his impressicms; anecdote respecting a * 

distribution of prizes at a school of mntml instmction • 95 

Liifayette's discretion and confidence... .k..k.***kbk.«Afck 96 

His insensibili^ to the invectives of paflsioii, and the praises of 

flattery. ^. ^ 98 

Passages of a letter from Lafayette to the Bailli de Ploen, retar 

live to his doctiioe^ r^atatioBi and precession of iUdi. ^••.^ 98 
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LafayetteloTedtnitli beyond every thing...... 97 

He offended political parties witliout convincing them ; he gives 

an account of his position and conduct between those parties. 99 
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Lafayette always thought as he spoke ; his indulgence ; his be- 
nevolence; his opinion on fortune 28 

He was a member of almost every benevolent association 29 

He forgot ingratitude, and cherished resentment against none. . 29 

Lafayette's reflections on gratitude and ingratitude 29 

He was happy to oblige } his confidence was frequently abused . . 30 
Lafayette gives the author letters of recommendation for Doctor 

Delaconx; Lafayette's letters of recommendation; anecdote 30 
M. de Chastellax speaks of the moral influence of Lafayette's 
letters on the States of the Union, when he served in the 

American army • 31 

Lafayette was embarrassed on receiving thanks 39 

His gratitude for the most trifling services; his acknowledg- 
ments to Doctor Girou de Buzareingues 32 

X^afayette held the domi^tic virtues in high estimation 33 

His regard for his relatives; his tenderness towards his wife; 

anecdote 33 

Lafayette's letter to Masclet, thanking him for his feelings on the 

death of his wife .' 33 

Lafayette loved all his children alike ; made the author read a 
letter from Don Pedro, relative to his grandson, M. Jules de 

Lasteyrie 35 

M. Jules de Lasteyrie had been wounded ^t the siege of Oporto ; 
at a later period nearly lost his sight ; Lafayette's interest for 

his grandson during his illness • 36 

Lafayette acquaints the author with a circumstance in' the life 

of General Philip de S6gur..,^ , ,.. 36 

Count de S6gur during the last years of his life; his family; 

Madame de S^gur 37 

Everybody felt an irresistibjie feeling in Lafayette's favour ; on 
his side, he sympathized with those who had any elevation of 

soul ; true friends are not acquired by wit or talent ,,,, 38 

Lafayette loved his friends sincerely; his demonstrations of 
friendship; passage of a letter which he wrote to Masclet on 
the Russian campai^..»f.. .....,••...•.••••• 30 
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Lafayette coiisnlts the author on the health of his friend, Presid^it 
Jefferson i his friendship for Mr. Brown ; for Victor Jacqnemont 40 

Victor Jacqnemont, during his stay at Lahore, drinks Lafayette's 
health ; Lafayette visits M. Levasseur, who was wounded in 
the three days of July, 1830 41 

The author acquaints Lafayette with news of his friend Mas- 
clet from Italy ; Lafayette's gratitude to Masclet ; he learns 
the death of Masclet's wife 43 

Mademoiselle d'Hervilly informs Lafayette of Masclet's death ; 
Lafayette's answer to Mademoiselle d'Hervilly 4Si 

Mademoiselle d'Hervilly intrusts the author with the corre^nd* 
ence between Lafayette and Masclet 44 
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Lafayette's friendship for Masclet dates from the'periodof his cap- 
tivity at Olmutz ; Lafayette obliged to expatriate himself; is 
arrested by the Austrians, along with his companions in exile 45 

He is transferred, in company with them,, from prison to prison ; 
ineffectual steps taken by the Americans to obtain Lafayette's 
release 46 

Joseph Masclet participates in Lafayette's opinions, and without 
knowing him, takes active steps to obtain his release 47 

In his writings in favour of Lafayette, he adopts the name of 
Eleuthdre 49 

He had formed a connexion with the principal members of the 
opposition in England, and had succeeded in establishing a 
secret correspondence with the prisoners 4B 

He refutes a manifesto from the Court of Vienna ; efforts of the 
EngUsh opposition members on behalf of Lafayette .......... 50 

C(eneral Fitzpatrick's motion; Lafayette sequestered ftom. the 
entire world at Olmutz 51 

l^adame Lafayette, who had just been released from the prisons 
of Paris, sends her son to America, and obtains leave from 
the Emperor of Austria to shut herself up, with her two 
daughters, in the dungeons of Olmutz ; her courage, resigna- 
tion, and devotion to Lafayette *, Bollman and Huger fail in an 
attempt to release Lafayette.., • • < 52 

Public opinion pronounces in fs^vour of the prisoners of Olmutz; 
steps taken by the French generals, by Bonaparte, Clarke, and 
the Directory, to obtain their liberation. . , . .^ 6Q 

Pressing^ note from the French government to the Coart of 
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Vienna, with regard to the prisoners of Olmntz; the Court of 

Vienna consents to release them on conditions which they 

refuse; Lafayette's Declaration 54 

Lafayette's sujSerings at Olmutz had impaired his health, with- 
out diminishing his courage ; he avoided being chained ; an- 
ecdote ; jests with the officer of the prison ; anecdote 56 

The Baron de Thugut, prime minister of Austria, consents to 
release the prisoners ; on what conditions ; Lafayette and his 
companions in misfortune are liberated ; Lafayette proceeds to 
EUumbourg with his family ; his letter to Eleuth^re (Masclet) 
to thank him for the part taken by the latter in his liberation ; 
gives him an account of his journey on quitting Olmutz .... 57 

First interview between Lafayette and Masclet 63 

Passage of a letter in which Lafayette reminds Masclet of the 

above interview ; another passage of a letter of Lafayette .... 63 
Masclet continues to be occupied with Lafayette's interests ; enters 
into the administrative career, and dies in the post of French 
Consul at Nice ; his last thoughts are devoted to Lafayette. . . 64 
Lafayette, during his exile, was more occupied about his friends 
than about himself ; extract from one of his letters to Masclet, 
relative to his application to the Directory in favour of the , 
officers who had followed him ; honours paid by the IVench 

army to the memory of Washington 66 

Lafkyette, afler his return to France, retires to Lagrange ; 

notice relative to Greneral Latour Maubourg. 66 

General Latour Maubourg's Declaration in the prisons of Olmutz 67 
What became of him after his liberation ; dies May 28th, 1831 ; 

notice relative to Bureaux de Pusy 69 

Bureaux de Busy's Declaration in the prisons of Olmutz 70 

After his release he enters into the administrative career, and 

dies in the post of Prefect of Genoa in 18t)7 74 

G^eral Latour Maubourg*s letter, written from Olmutz ; situa- 
tion of the prisons 74 

Fumitare ; guard and superintendence 74 

Rkgvme; keepingup the prison 78 

Vexatious treatment of the prisoner ; their clothing. «•••••,••• 85 



USTTER FIFTH. 

The author introduces to the reader, Messrs. Jules Gmgeon, 
and Felix Pontonnier, two persons alluded to in M. Latour " 
Maubourg's letter onlj by their baptismal names 86 

17* 
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Page 

The old corporal of the prisons of Olmntz sketched by Made- 
moiselle Anastasie Lafayette ; his Portrait 89 

Character of Lafayette ; his kindness to his servants ; anecdote. 90 

The author enumerates some of Lafayette's opinions; does not 
adopt all of them, at least as far as regards their application. 91 

Why 1 Character, duties, and patriotism of a physician in the 
present state of society ..,.. 93 

Lafayette would have desired to make but a single family o£ the 
whole human race ; his opinion on the rights and duties of 
men ; his profession of faith, addressed to the Bailli de Ploen. 94 

Men were created citizens of the world ; burdens of society ; its 
shameful evils 95 

Lafayette never forgot that he was the friend of his fellow crea> 
tures, or that they had a claim upon his support and protection; 
his letter to the Directory in favour of his companions in exile. 96 

Extract from Lafayette's speech to his fellow-citizens of the De- 
partment of the Haute Loire 97 

Lafayette was much afflicted by the emeutes of the month of 
April, inquired with great interest after the health of Messrs. 
Chalamel and Hu, who were wounded on that occasion, and 
who were attended by the author ; Lafayette was always a 
friend to order and public tranquillity, he thought that the 
tumultuous movements of the people served only to retaid 
their emancipation 96 

True liberty can exist only under the empire of the laws ; Iia- 
fayette was the defender of the laws no less than the promoter 
of liberty ; passages from his speech to the members of the fe- 
deration, July 14th, 1790, and from one of his letters to M. 
d'Archenholz; he had the instinct of liberty ; in what manner 
he understood liberty ^ 96 

He knew that the despotism of anarchy is the worst of all des- 
potisms ; he traces the portrait of the men placed at the head 
the revolution after the 10th August, 1792 ; his confidence in 
the opinion of the masses c. .. 100 

He was ambitious of obtaining the approbation of the mass, bat 
to secure it would do nothing at variance with his conscience 
or his convictions ; anecdote ; his sentiments with regard to 
the- oppressed and their oppressors ; anecdote 101 

Lafayette instinctively espoused the cause of oppressed minori- 
ties; his opinion on the liberty of the press 102 

His connexion with most of the philanthropists of the age ; his 
attachment to Lord Holland ; jacobite faction 109l 
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Pace 
Lafayette's opinion on the work of the Abb6 de La Mennais, 

eatiiledLf Paroles d*unOrofiMU 103 



LETTER SIXTH. 

Lafayette always preferred his duty to his personal interest ; 
admits this in his letter to the Bailli de Ploen ; quotation 104 

The Count de Scgur's visit to Charles X. ; that sovereign's 
opinion of Lafayette 105 

Lafayette's delicacy when his personal interests were concerned ; 
he complained of injustice without bitterness; opposition 
made to his son's military promotion 105 

Lafayette's opinion on the military spirit ; his attachment to the 
national colours ; quotation ; he was ever ready to sacrifice 
himself for his country ; anecdote 106 

Lafayette votes against the consulship for life ; his feelings and 
wishes for his country during his exile ; he calls himself the 
obstinate defender of conventions ; quotation ; his affection for 
the National Guards ; his opinion of that institution ; quotation 107 

During his malady he wished to resume his legislative duties; 
his opinion of the bill on the American treaty ; 108 

His immutability; revolutions make men known ; Lafayette him- 
self admitted that his principles and opinions were unchangeable 110 

Letter, in English, from Lafayette to Masclet 110 

Lafayette made no engagement except on mature reflection ; was 
but little influenced by others in his determinations ; quotation 
from one of his letters to Masclet ; his probity in public aflairs 113 

Extract from one of his letters to Masclet ; he thought more of 
good sense than wit ; his ambition for the public good was 
free from every species of personal ambition ; quotation from 
his letter to the Bailli de Plodn 113 

His only ambition was to prove himself a good citizen ; extract 
from one of his letters written to Masclet during his exile .... 114 

His soul was tormented by the love of good ; quotation from a 
letter written by him from the prison of Magdebourg to M. 
d' Archenholz , US 

Political and religious opinions ; Lafayette had a high esteem 
^r many whose political opinions were opposed to his own ; 
his opinion on liberty of conscience in religious matters \ bia 
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disposition was open to hope ; extract from one of his letters 
toMasclet 116 

Passage from another letter to the same friend ; Lafayette knew 
that success could be obtained by evil means, but he regarded 
them as unworthy; conversation between Lafayette and Mi- 
rabeau 117 

CromweU-Grandison s anecdote; Lafayette was opposed to C0«|» 
d^eUU ; passage from one of his letters to Masclet, in which 
he expresses his opinion on the revolution of Fructidor 118 

Oases in which, in Lafayette's opinion, recourse might be had 
to insurrection ; duties and rights of man ; his opinion on the 
constitution and the objects of government 191 

Lafay^te wished public afiairs to be treated openly ; his opinion 
on the causes which have brought about our political re- 
generation 199 

He foresaw the revolution of 1830 ; anecdote ; he was the tjrpe 
of a perfectly civilized being ; he thought that instruction 
promoted the happiness of nations 193 

He was grieved on being informed of the law against associa- 
tions ; he thought that instruction should be directed toward use- ' 
All objects ; he regretted not having studied anatomy in his youth 19i 

His opinion on labour ; man should labour, not only for himself 
and his contemporaries, but also for future generations IM 

A good education is the best, inheritance which parents can be- 
queath to their children 19fr 

Ijafayette*s esteem for industrious people ; death of M. Lemaire ; 
Lafayette's regret on that occasion; the author thanks Mr. 
Townsend for the conununication of a circumstance relative 
to Lafayette 19S 

La&yette and the family of Colonel Neville 197 
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Lafojrette thought that man should be at liberty to embrace the 
career that suits him ; wished the intellectual faculties to be 

cultivated at an early period ; errors of parents 198 

Letter from Lafayette in English; he speaks of the obstacles op- 
posed to his son's military career 129 

Lafayette's opinion on gaming 183 

On the lottery; on self-love 134 

Man is always susceptible of improvement ; in general, men of 
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merit are affected with self-love only for their weak side ; in- 
nate self-love ; calculated self-love ; flattery 135 

Value of compliments ; self-love is connected with the instinct 

of preservation ^ 136 

Origin of aristocracies ; Lafayette's ideas on aristocracies ; aris- 
tocratic feelings exist naturally in the human heart ; numer- 
ous classes of aristocracies 137 

Aristocracy of phjrsical strength ; aristocracy of birth ; titles of 

nobility.. 137 

Nobility obliges to the performance of certain actions 139 

Constitutional equality ; aristocracy of money 141 

Aristocracy of intelligence 148 

Aristocracy of academic bodies ; religious communities 143 

Civic aristocracy; religious aristocracy 143 

Military aristocracy .•••••.•• 144 

Aristocracy of men of colour *• 144 

LETTER EIGHTH. 

Aristocracy of depravity • 145 

Aristocratic pretensions are in general increased, as we descend 
towards the lower ranks of each class; at present, the aristoc- 
racies are in a state of anarchy ; general disposition of minds. 147 

A single aristocracy is no longer sufficient to confer importance 
on an individual ; conclusion to be drawn from the examina- 
tion of the different sorts of aristocracy ; Lafayette was a zeal- 
ous partisan of slave emancipation 148 

The Spaniards were the first to transport negroes into their col- 
onies ; Lafayette and Larochefoucald concur in feelings, opin- 
ions, and conduct, on the subject of negro emancipation 148 

Lafayette devotes 100,000 francs to the purchase of a residence 
at Cayenne, for the instruction and subsequent emancipation 
of the negroes 150 

Lescalier ; Richeprey ; the National Convention confiscates all 
Lafayette's property, and orders his negroes to be sold, in spite 
of Madame Lafayette's remonstrances 150 

Gratitude of the negroes on his plantation; Lafayette wished 
only for the gradual emancipation of the negroes 151 

Lafayette visits the Jrtt school ofyowng Afrioans at New York; 
defends the rights of men of colour 159 

Se strongly ob^'ects to th^ ill treatment to which prisoners ar9 
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sometimes exposed; quotation from one of his lettefs to the 
Princess d'Hdnin 

Ufajette visits individoals detained fo^ political opinions} ia 
indignant at the persecution of M. de Melio-Breyner hy Don! 
Miguel ; M. de Mello-Brejmer, Portuguese minister in Paris ; 
had improved the condition of the prisoners of Oporto irhen 
governor of that city 155 

He is named Minister of Justice at Lisbon; quits the ministry 156 

He is thrown into prison ; devotion of his daughter ; his horri- 
ble sufferings; his daughter is allowed as a favour to boxy 
him ; instance of his noble disposition 157 

His daughter is obliged to quit her country; his sons fight for 
the liberation of Portugal ; Lafayette adopted, with some re- 
strictions, the penitentiary regime of the prisons in the United 
States 158 

His opinion of our houses of correction; he constantly opposed 
the infliction of capital punishment, and exceptional tribunals^l59 

His opinion of the king's trial ; he was familiar with all ques- 
tions relative to morals, law, politics, political economy IdO 
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Lafayette's mode of life at Lagrange ; he had longed much to 

possess that property 161 

Cluotations from his letters to Masclet 103 

Lagrange Bleneau; situation; extent of the property; roads; 

chateau; entrance; gate ; plate 164 

The ch&teau seen from the entrance of the copse ; pkOe 168 

Plan of the ch&teau ; explanation • 169 

Moat; apartments 170 

Different objects which ornament them ; cannons presented to 
Lafayette by the people of Paris ; cockatoo given to him by 

Benjamin Constant ; chapel ; trophy of flags 171 

Receiving-rooms, busts, paintiDgs; the port of Passage, in Spain; 

French federation 173 

Demolition of the Bastile ; anecdotes ; portraits 173 

Marble bust of Lafayette, by David; second receiving-room; 
bust of Washington; portrait of the presidents of the United 

States 175 

Portraits of Bailly and Larochefoucauld ; busts of Riego and his 
wife; Lafayette's apartment; antechamber, bedchamber 175 
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Famil J portraits ; portraits of celebrated personages ; miniature 
ofM. F. E.Huger 177 

Paintings, drawings; viewofFayettenllei byM. H. Say; plate 178 

M. Say sends his drawing to Lafayette, and receives his thanks; 
Lafayette, in 1824, ascertains the correctness of M. Say's draw- 
ing ; Vase presented to Xjafayette by the midshipmen of the 
Brandyiffine fVigate ; description of the vessel ; plate 181 

Epaulets of Xjafayette ; cane given to Lafayette by Commodore 
Taylor ; plate ; uniform of a grenadier of the National Guard 
of Warsaw ; coat presented by the Americans of Carolina. 185 

Library; its arrangement ; ornaments; books 185 

Folio manuscript presented to Lafayette by the City of New 
York; Lafayette's seals; plates 167 

Objects contained in the library ; 1st. A Roman Standard 188 

I>escription ; plates 189 

dd. Civic crown, presented to Lafayette by the City of Grenoble ; 
3d. Medal presented by the children of the public schools of 
Hartford; 4th. Medal from the electors of Meaux; plate; 

6th. Washington's eye-glass ;i7Za^. 6th. Washington's parasol; 
plate 193 

7th. Tapestry of Mrs. Washington. 8th. Ring, containing the 
hair of Washington and his wife, plate 194 

Ml Decoration of Cincinnatus, worn by Washington ; notice 
of the Order of Cincinnatos 197 

Description of the decoration of that Order; jg|j^. 10th. Frank- 
lin's cane. 11th. Pin, with Franklin's hair 21a cipher; plate. 196 

15)th. Ring containing some of Jeremy Bentham's hair ; plate. 
13th. Box presented by Riego's widow; plate fiOl 

14th. Box presented by Mr. J. F. Watson ; plate. 15th. Sereral 
other boxes ; cane by presented King Solomon's Lodge 902 

17th. Cane of an old American captain ; anecdote of one of the 
wounded of July, 1830. 18th. Cane given to Lafajrette by the 
inhabitants of the town of Bergen 205 

I9th. Sword presented by the New York Militia. 90(h. Sword 
presented by Colonel Muir, of the New York State Artillery; 
inscription on the scabbard; piate •••••• 906 
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